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LEGENDS CONCERNING NUMBER-NIP^ 

LEGEND U 

ON the lofty Parnafliis of Silefia there 
dwells, befide Apollo and his nine 
Mufes, the far-famed Elfin Lord of the 
Mountain, commonly called Number-nip. 
The fprite, though he maintains a per- 
fe6bly good underftanding with the deities 
of fong, has contributed more, if one may 
confefs the truth without giving offence, 
to the celebrity of the giant-mountains, 
than the whole vociferous choir of Silefian 
poets, with ^their divine patrons into tiic 
bargain- This mighty ruler of the gnomes 
has, however, no extenfive territory on the 
Vx>u II. B fur- 



a LEGENDS CONCERNING 

furfac^ of the earth ; his domain is but 
a few miles in circumference, and lies 
within a finglc chain of hills: befides 
he (hares this little territory with two 
potent monarchs, who do not even ac- 
knowledge his partnerfliip in power. A 
few fathoms, however, l^||pw the vegeta- 
ble foil, begins his indifputed fovereign 
fway, which is not liable to be infringed 
by any partition treaty: it extends four 
thoufand miles in depth, as &r as the 
very centre of the globe. 

Our fubterraneous potentate fometimes 
takes his pleafure in gliding through the 
ftrata and rocks which form his fpacious 
provinces ; here he furveys his inexhaufti- 
ble treafures of mineral wealth, fummons 
his troops of gnomes, and aiTigns to each his 
proper ufk: fome are bid to curb by 
dykes and dams the furious torrents of 
fubterraneous lava, others are employed 
to catch mineral fleams, and impreg- 
nate the barren rock, till it is converted, 
by the rich m^ctallic damps, into precious 
ore. The monarch of the abyfi fome- 
times. 
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times, laying afide tte reins of fubterra- 
nean government, afcends for recreatioiA 
to the glimpfes of the moon, and holds 
his court on the fummit of the Giant- 
Mountains *, where he fports with the 
children of men, as unfeelingly as a mif- 
chievous boy, who diverts himfelf with 
tickling his play-fellow into convulfions. 

For friend Number-nip, you muft un- 
derftand, has very much the random dif- 
pofition of our earthly wits, whom the 
French call Efprits fort^ and the Englifh 
Dreadnought. He is fhrewd, whimfical. 
and fickle, petulant and rude ; proud anc 
vain, and fo inconftant that he will be to- 
day your warmeft friend, and not acknow- 
ledge you to-morrow ; the diftreffed have 
fometimes found him kind, generous, and 
feeling j but he is at fuch perpetual va- 
riance with himfelf, that, like an egg put 
into boiling water, he proves hard and fofc 

♦ Riefcn - gc biirge, well known mountains in 
Germany. 

B 2 in 



4 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

in a couple of minutes : and you will re- 
port him frank or referved, mulifh or pli- 
ant, juft as the ignis-fatuus of his fancy 
ivhiflcs at firft fight. 

In days of yore, ere yet Japhet's dc- 
fcendants had prefled fo far northwards as 
to clear and plant the regidns bordering on 
his domain. Number-nip, as he traverfed 
the barren heaths and rugged hills, prac- 
tifed his frolics upon the beafts of the 
foreft or the field: he would fom^times 
fet bears and buffaloes by the ears, and 
fometimes fcare whole herds. of timorous 
deer, fo that in their fright they tumbled 
iBeadlong down cliffs and precipices. Weary 
at length of fuch diverfion, he dived into 
the regions of the lower world, and re- 
mained in the deep for feveral centuries, 
till he felt a defire to baflc himfelf again \vk 
the fun, and furvey the works of external 
creation. But how great was his aflonifh* 
nient) when, from his ftation on the fnowy 
lummit of the Giant-mountains, he beheld 
a total change in the furrounding fcenery ! 
a The 
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The gloom of impenetrable forefts had dil- 
appeared j diey were converted into arable 
land, qver which waved profufe crops of 
golden grain. From the bofom of bloom- 
ing orchards he could fee the thatched roofs 
of many a focial village juft peeping, and 
comfortable wreaths of fmoke iffuing from 
the chimriies into the unruffled atmofpherc. 
Here and there, on die brow of an hill, flood 
a folitary watch-tower, intended for the 
fecurity of the land : Iheep and catde were 
pafturing in die flowery meadows below, 
and melodious founds proceeded from be- 
neath the refrelhing fhade of the fpread- 
ing oak. 

The novelty and repofe of th? land- 
fcape fo agreeably afi^efted the l(3rd of die 
domain, that he felt no difpleafure at the 
planters, who had prcfumed to take pof- 
fefTion without waiting for his leave ; nor 
ha4 he the leaft wifli to difturb them in their 
occupations j but, like the good-natured 
houfe-holder who allows the focial fwallow, 
and even the teazing fparrow, a lodging 
B 3 under 



6 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

under his roof, fo the Iprite, in his placid 
mood, furrendered the territory they had 
feized. He was even inclined to form an 
acquaintance with the intermediate fpecies 
between the brute and angel> for his cu- 
riofity urged him to make himfelf ac- 
quainted with their manners and difpofi- 
tion 3 he accordingly affumed the form of 
a fturdy ploughman, and hired himfelf to 
the firft farmer he met with. Whatever 
he did was obferved to thrive well under 
his hand, and Hob the ploughman was 
focn accounted the beft workman in the 
village I but his mafter was a lounger aftd 
a drunkard ; he fquandered away the pro-* 
fits he derived from the toil of his faith- 
ful labourer, and fhewed fmall gratitude 
for his fervices : Hob therefore left him, 
and went to his neighbour, from whom 
tie received the charge of his flock, which 
he carefully tended, and drove it to dif- 
tant wilds and inacceflible fteeps, abounding 
in wholefome herbs. The flock increafed 
and multiplied under their dire£bor*s hand i 

not 
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not a flieep tumbled over the precipice, 
nor was a lamb ever torn by the wolf. But 
his mailer was mean and niggardly ; in- 
ftead of rewarding his ihepherd as he ought, 
he himfelf Hole the beft wether out of the 
flock, and flopped part of his wages on the 
plea of negligence : he therefore quitted the 
knave, and entered into the judge's fervice. 
Here he became the fcourge of thieves, and 
the unwearied promoter of juflice: but 
the judge was an unjuft man, he warped 
the law, and decided according to favour 
and afFedion. As Hob dildained to be 
the inllrument of ^wrong and of oppref- 
fion, he gave the judge warning to quit 
his fervice, for which he was thrown into 
prilbn, whence he eafily efcaped through 
the key-hole, the common loop-hole for 
ipirits. 

This firfl eflay to learn the ways of 
nmn could not poffibly have the efFed of 
warming his heart to philantropy : he re- 
turned in difguft to the point of his rock, 
and, as he furveyed from that ftation the 
B 4 fmiling 



» LEjaENDS CONCERNING 
fmillng fields, adorned as they were by 
human induftry, he filently wCndered that 
mother earth fliould thus have lavifhed 
her gifts on fuch a baftard brood. He 
however refolved to make one other ex- 
curfion for the purpofe of ftudying man- 
kind. He now glided invifible into the 
'Siale, and lay concealed among the trees 
and buflies : there, as he kept a fharp 
look out, he perceived, full in view, the 
form of a damfel, lovely to behold as 
the Medicean Venus, and like her too 
unencumbered with drapery, for fhe was 
juft ftepping out of a brook, in which 
fhe had been bathing. Her companions 
lay fcattered around her upon the graft, 
befide a water-fall that gufhed from the 
rocks, and was received into an artlefs bafon* 
In this retreat the troop of damfels Iport- 
ed, and chatted with tlieir miftrefs in the 
gaiety of innocence. This tempting fcene 
affedled the fpirit of the rocks fo power- 
fully, that he was willing to renounce his 
finer nature, wilhed ardently to fliare the 

lot 
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lot of humanity, and gazed with as longing 
defires upon the daughters of men, as the 
moft amorous of his fellows in the ante- 
diluvian world. But the organs of fpirits 
are too delicate to be fufceptible of any 
firm and lafting imprcflion. The gnome 
found that he required a body to receive 
the image of the bathing beauty in the 
camera objcura of the eye, and to fix it 
firmly on his imagination. He therefore 
tranfmuted himfelf into u jet-black raven, 
and perched on the top of a tall poplar, 
in order to enjoy the lufcious fight. But 
his expedient did not anfwer : he beheld 
every thing with die eyes of a raven, and 
his feelings were the feelings of a raven. A 
neft of field-mice had now more attrac- 
tion for him than a bathing beauty; fo 
that the foul, he concluded, hi its thoughts 
and defires, afts in correipondence with 
the body that inclofes it. 

This pfychological remark was no 

fooner made than the mifl:ake was cor- 

refted ; the raven flew into the thicket, 

B 5 and 



10 LEGENDS CONCERNING 
and put on the fhape of a youth in die 
prime of life. This was the true way to 
receive, in all its force, the idea of a 
blooming girl. New fentiments arofe in 
his breaft, of which he had never dreamed 
during all the ages of his exiftence : all 
his ideas were caft in a new mould j he felt 
reftlefs he knew not why: his defires 
pointed to a mark widiout him, for which 
he had no name. An irrefiftible impulfe 
drew him mechanically towards the cat 
cade, and at die fame time he felt an 
equally powerful repugnance to approach 
the emerging Venus in his incorporated 
ftate i or to break out of the* thicket, 
though, as heibove to gain a diftindl view 
from bis covert, he was confcious of no 
counterafting force, no internal ftruggle. 

The beautiful obje£t before him was 
the daughter of the Silefian Pharaoh, who 
dien reigned in the neighbourhood of the 
Giant-mountains: fhe was wont to fre- 
quent the woods and thickets around the 
mountain with her train of attendant vi^- 
6 giiis, 
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^ins, in fearch of fweet-fcented flowers^ or 
to gather — fuch was the frugali^ of the age 
-—a bafket of wild ftrawberries or muih* 
rooms for her father's table. Often, in 
fultry weather, Ihe would feek refrefhment 
in the ihade befide the cafcade, and would 
<^en bathe in the bafon. Baths, in 
truth, ieem in all ages to have been the fa- 
vourite fccnc of amorous adventures, and 
they have msuntained their reputation to 
the prelent hour. Accordingly the badi- 
ing-place in the Giant«mountains was 
deftined to give rife to an heterogeneous 
intrigue between a gnome and a mortal 
maiden. From this moment the fweet 
enchantment of love rivetted the infcdted 
4>rite to diis fpot; he never quitted it for 
a moment, waiting in longing eiq^eftatipn 
iot &e return of the charming train of 
bathing nymphs. 

She lingered long: but at length, one 

fultry fummer's day at noon, the prmcefe 

with her companions fought the cooling 

ihade befide the water-fall. But what was 

B6 their 
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their aftonilhment on feeing the place en- 
tirely changed ! the rugged rocks were co- 
vered with marble and alabafter j ^e wa- 
ter no longer dalhed in a wild ftream from 
the fteep precipice, but defcended down a 
flight of ftepsj and difFufed itfelf with a gentle, 
murmur into a capacious bafon of marble : 
from the middle afcended an amuling jet, 
and continually fell back in a fhower of 
large drops, which a gentle breeze fome- 
times flung to this fide and fometimes to 
that. Daifiess heart's-eafe, and foiget-me- 
not bloomed around the brink ; and rofe- 
bulhes, interwoven with jeflamine and 
woodbine, encircled the retreat at a jufl: 
diftance. On each fide of the cafcade ap- 
peared the mouth of a grotto, whofe fide 
and arch gliftened with the mofaic livery 
of many-coloured ores, mountain crjdlal 
and fpar, all fo bright and Iparkling that 
the eye was dazzled to behold them. The 
moft elegant refrelhments, dilpofed in va- 
rious niches, tempted the company to 
taftc. 

The 
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The princefs was wrapped up in filent 
admiration : (he knew not how to give cre- 
dit to her eyes, and hefitated whether to 
fly the enchanted fpot or remain. But flie 
was a genuine daughter of mother Eve, 
and of courfe yielded to the temptation; 
Ihe ventured into the grotto, and tailed of 
the delicious fruit, which feemed to be fet 
there on purpofe for her. As foon as fhe 
had gratified her curiofity, and examined 
every comer of this Tempc in miniature, 
flie felt a ftrong defire to bathe in the ba- 
fon : fhe commanded her virgins to keep 
ftrift watch, left any prying eye fhould 
profane her maiden modefty. 

Scarce had the lovely nymph croffed 
the fmooth margin of the marble bafori, 
when ihe began to fink into a bot- 
tomlefs abyfs, though the deceitful peb^ 
bles that gliftened from below, as fi-om 
a Ihallow place, obviated all fufpicion of 
danger. Ere the virgins, hurrying to hei* 
afliftance, could feize the auburn locks of 
their miftrefs, did the voracious waves 

fwallow 
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fwallow her up. The aflJighted train ut- 
tered a loud fliriek as the nymph va* 
nifhed from their fights but in vain did 
they wring their fnow- white hands, in vain 
invoke the afliftance of the Naiads, in vain 
run half diftrafted round the edge of the 
marble bafon, they only got a iprinkling 
from the jet, as if it had been played 
upon them in Iport. No one durft ven- 
ture in after her, except her favourite 
Brinhilda, who did not hcfitate to plunge 
into the bottomlefs pool, in expectation 
of fliaring the fate of her beloved mif- 
trefs. But fhe was borne, like a dry cork, 
on the furface, nor could flic dive into 
the water notwithftandbg all her efforts. 
There was, therefore, no rcfource but to 
carry the doleful tidings to the king. The 
dejeded train met him with fighs and 
tears, juft as he returned 6rom the chace. 
The monarch rent his robe in forrow and 
confternation : he took the golden diadem 
from his headj and wrapped his vifage in 

his 
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hib purple robe, as he forrowcd aloud 
for the lofs of the beautiful Emma. 

As foon as he had paid the firft tri- 
bute of tears to parental afFeftion, he 
lummoned his refolution, and haftened to 
the cafcade, in order to examine into the 
nature c^ the accident. But the charm 
was gone : unpruned nature was feen in 
her native wildnefs; there was neither 
grotto, nor bafon, nor a circle of rofc- 
trees, nor i Iprig of jeflamine. Luckily no 
lulpicion that his daughter was carried off 
by a knight-errant crofled the good king's 
mind. Such adventures were not yet in- 
deed among the cuftoms of the country, 
he did not therefore extort from the maids 
of honour, either by threats or the rack, 
any confeffion that would have been more 
credible than the truth, on the contrary he 
gave implicit credit to their account, ima- 
gining Thor or Woden, or fome other 
divinity, had been the author of this 
extraordinary tranfaftion. He therefore 
continued the chace, and foon confoled 

himfelf 
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himfelf for his lofs: in truth, no IqIs 
touches the heart of the kings of the earth 
feverely, except the lofs of their crowns. 

Meanwhile the beautiful Emma found 
herfelf not ill off in the arms of her aerial 
lover. He had only played off a ftage 
trick to withdraw her from the eyes of her 
train ; he then condufted her by a fubter- 
raneous paflage to a magnificent palace^ 
that put her father's homely refidence to 
fliame. When the animal Ipirits of the 
princefs were recruited, fhe found herfelf 
feated on an eafy fofa, clad in a robe of 
rofe-coloured fattin, and girt with a fafli of 
azure blue filk, that feemed to have been 
ftolen out of the wardrobe of the goddels 
of love. A young man of an engaging 
countenance lay ftretched at her feet^ 
making the warmeft avowal of love, a 
communication which ftie received widi 
the becoming blulh of modefty. The 
enraptured gnome gave her an account 
of his ftate and origin, defcribed the 
fubterraneous regions that were fubjedl 

to 
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to his fway, conduced her through the 
apartments of the palace, and fhcwed her 
all the riches and Iplendor thereof. A 
noble lawn furrounded the caftle on all 
fides : the refrefliing (hade which continu- 
ally refted on the turf, particularly charm- 
ed the lady : her eye was delighted by the 
fruit-trees, which bore ruddy gold-ftreaked 
apples, fuch as neither Mawe's art of 
gardenmg, nor Forlyth's renovating pafte, 
can now entice from mother nature. The 
bulhes fwarmed with birds of fong, whofe 
thoufand voices joined to perform their 
native fymphonies. The fentimental pair 
wandered along confidential walks, over- 
hung with vegetable arches, looking at 
times up towards the moon ; and at times 
the gnome would make a funeral oration 
over the flowers as they withered on the 
bofom of his miftrefs. His look .was 
fufpended on her lips, and his ear greedily 
drank up the founds that iflued from her 
melodious mouth. Every word glided as 
fmooth as virgin honey into his heart. 

Such 
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Such rapturous hours as he now owed to 
his firft love, he had never enjoyed during 
his life of endlefs ages. The charming 
Emma did not perfeftly fympathife with 
his tranfportsj heavinefs hung on her 
brow 5 that foft melancholy, that melting 
languor, which give fuch bewitching grace 
to the female form, betrayed fome ungrati- 
fied wifh that lay concealed in her heart, 
fome feelings that did npt folly correipond 
with thofe of her lover. He foon made 
this difcovery, and ftrove by a thoufand 
careffes to difperfe the clouds, and chear 
the dejefted damfel, but in vain: — * Man,' 
thinks he to himfelf, when he found his 
efforts unavailing, * like the ant and the 
^ bee, is a ibcial animal : the beaudfol 

* mortal languiflies for want of variety. 

* Truly a man and his wife, I ihould fup- 
' pofe, muft needs be duU company when 
' living alone in the country, for to 
' whom can madam communicate? for 

* whom can (he arrange her drefs ? whofe 

* advice can (he afk on that important fob* 

'ieft? 
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* je6t ? and what food can flie find for her 

* vanity ? — ^The firft woman^ even in the 

* gardenof Eden, could fo ill brook her 

* huA>and's ferious turn, that (he therefore 

* took up with the ferpent for a confidant/ 
Having finiflied thefe meditations, he 
innmediately flew to the field, plucked a 
dozen of tumeps, put them in an ele* 
gandy woven bafket, and prefented it to die 
beautiful Emma, whom he found in me- 
lancholy folitude (hipping the leaves of a 
rofc. * Faireft among the daughters of 
« earth, banifh all fadnefs from thy foul, 

* and let thy heart be opened to the joys of 

* focicty ; thou (halt no longer remain a 

* lonely mourner in my dwelling. This 
' ba(ket contains every thing thou needed: 

* to make thy refidence agreeable. Take 

* this party-coloured wand, touch the ve- 

* getablcs in this ba(ket, and they (hall af- 

* fume whatever form thou choofeft/ 

Here he quitted the princefs i nor did 
Ihc delay a moment to follow his inftruc- 
tions, « Brinhilda, my dear Brinhilda,' (he 

cried. 
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cried, ' appear !' and Brinhilda was prof^ 
trate before her^ tenderly embracing her 
miftrefs's knees, and bedewing her hand 
with tears of joy. The deception was fa 
compleat, that mifs Emma ftartled at the 
workmanfhip of her own hands ; Ihe was 
uncertain whether (he had enchanted the 
true Brinhilda to her prefence, or whether 
her eye was mocked by an illufive phantom. 
She neverthelefs gave way to the fenfacions 
of joy; fhe walked arm in arm up and 
down the garden with her beft beloved 
companion, explaining to her how admira- 
bly it was laid out, and plucking the gold- 
ftreaked apples from the frees. . She then 
led her friend through all the apartments 
of the palace, till they came to her ward- 
robe, where the female Ipirit of contempla- 
plation found fo much nourilhment, that 
they kept their ftation till funfet : all the 
veils, fa(hes> ear-rings, necklaces, were 
overhawled and tried. The fidlitious 
Brinhilda condufted herfclf with fuch ad- 
drefs, and jfhewed fo much taftein the 
^ ' choice 
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choice and diipofirion of the female orna- 
mentSj that if (he was eflcntially no better 
than a turnep, no one could deny that fhe 
was the crown of her race. 

The watchful gnome congratulated 
hirafelfon the penetration which he fup- 
pofed he had Ihewn in diving into the heart 
of a woman ; nor did he fail to flatter him- 
felfwith the idea of the progrcfs he had 
made in the fcience of man : Emma now 
feemed to him more beautiful, friendly, and 
chearful than ever. 

She on her part lolt not a moment in 
animating her whole provifion of turnepsj 
with the help of her enchanted wand fhe 
converted them into the femblance of her 
attendant virgins ; and having two left, Ihe 
formed the one into a Cyprus cat, and 
the other into a monkey. She now re- 
cftablifhed her court, afllgned each maid 
her portion of work, and never was a mif- 
trefs better ferved. The whole houfehold 
anticipated her wilhes -, a nod was fufficient, 
and every order was executed without the 

fmalleft 
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fmalleft demur. She enjoyed for fevcral 
weeks the uninterrupted pleafures of foci- 
ety i dances, fong and mufic (ucceeded each 
other from morning till night in the gnome's 
feraglio 5 but at length Emma remarked 
that the frefhnefs of her companions cheeks 
began to fade. The glafs in the marbk 
faloon firft forced the obfervatioh upon her*. 
She was furprized to find that (he alone . 
continued blooming as a rofe-bud, while 
her beloved Brinhilda, and Ae other dam- 
fels, were fhrunk like fo many withered 
flowers. They neverthelefs all affured 
her they were perfedbly well j neither in 
truth did the liberal gnome fufFer want to 
appear at his table, yet they vifibly decay- 
ed : their fpirits drooped from day to day, 
and all the fire of youth was cictinguilh- 
ed. • 

One fine morning the youthful prin- 
cefs> refrelhed by fleep, tripped lightly into 
the breakfaft parlour : but how did Ihe 
recoil with horror, as a company of help- 
lefs old women tottered to falute her ! they 

were 



i 



NUMBER-NIP. 23 

were fupported by crutches, quite op- 
prefled with afthma and rheum, and un- 
able to hold themfelves upright. The 
monkey, once fo frolicfome, lay with all 
fours ftretched out ftiff ; before him the 
coaxing Cyprus cat could fcarce creep 
along. The princefs ran out of the cham- 
• • - .bj:r, frightened at the hideous company : 
[ * Vom the tower over the gateway (he called 
L; ^ aloud upon the gnome. He foon, in 
obedience to «he fummons, appeared in an 
humble attitude. * Malicious fprite', faid 
ihe, in an angry tone, ' why doll thou ^nvy 

* me the fociety of the Ihadows of my former 
'^ * companions, the only confolation of my 

* afflifted life? Is it not enough to be 

* torn from my indulgent parents, that 

* thou fhouldeft turn this folitude into an 
' hofpital ? Immediately reftore health and 

* youth to my maids, or hatred and con- 

* tempt ihall avenge thy audacity.' * Fair- 
^ eft of the daughters of men,' replied 

► the gnome, * let not thy wrath exceed 

* the meafurc of my offence; whatever 

* lies 
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* lies within the fphere of my power Hands 

* ready at thy command, but do not re- 
^ quire what is impoflible. The forces 
^ of nature are under my controul ; but 

* her immutable laws. deride my efforts* 

* As long as there was any vegetative 

* energy in the turneps, the magic rod 
^ could transform the principle of life ac- 

* cording to thy will; but their juices are 
' now dried up, and they are upon the eve 

* of difTolution, for the elementary fpiric 

* that animated them is fled. This, how- 

* ever, need give thee no concern ; another 

* bafket-fuU will eafily repair the lofs, 

* Thou canft again call up every form 

* thou mayeftdefire. Now, therefore, give 

* back mother Nature her prefents, they 

* have entertained thee long enough: 

* ihou wilt find more agreeable compa- 

* jiions in the grafs-plot in the garden/ 
The gnome then departed: mifs Emma 
took the party-coloured wand, touched 
her, decrepid attendants, and they fhrunk 
into withered turneps i and having gathered 

them 
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them up, Ihe did as children tired of a 
play-thing, or princes of a fevourite, arc 
wont to do — ^fhe threw the rubbilh to the 
dunghill, and thought no more about 
it. 

She now tripped lightly over the verdant 
lawn to take charge of the balket j but Ihc 
could no where find it. She walked up 
and down the garden, looking carefully 
around ; but no balket appeared in view. 
At the vine-walk the Gnome approached 
her in luch evident perplexity, that ihe 
could difcern his ftate of mind at the dif- 
tance of a bow-fliot. * Thou haft de- 
ceived me,' faid Ihe; ^ where is the 
balket ? I have been feeking for it this 
hour in vain.' ^ Gracious miftrefs of my 
heart,* replied the Ipirit, ^ I have pro- 
mifed more than I can perform. Wilt 
thou forgive my heedleflhefs? I have 
traverfed the country in fearch of tur- 
neps, but they have been long gathered, 
and are now withering in damp cellars. 
The fields are in mourning: below in 
Vol. IL C ' the 
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* the vale winter reigns uncontrouled, 

* Thy prefence alone has enchained fpring 

* to thefe rocks^ and flowers Iprout up un- 
^ der thy footfteps : have patience only for 

* three changes of the moon -, thou Ihalt 

* then always have puppets at thy com- 

* mand/ Before the Gnome had finilhcd his 
eloquent apology, bis miftrefs had turned 
away from him in difpleafure ; (he retired 
to her clofet without deigning him a word in 
reply. He repaired to the neareft market- 
town in his dominions, put on the form of 
an huckfter, bought an afs, and loaded it 
with feed, with which he fowed a whole 
acre of ground. He then gave one of his 
attendant fpirits the charge of the field, 
charging him to kindle 1 fubtcrraneous 
fire, and to ripen the plants, like pine-ap- 
ples in a frame of tan, with a kindly heat. 

The turnep-field came finely up, and 
promifed a plentiful crop in a fhort time. 
Mifs Emma went daily to view its pro- 
grefs: fhe took more pleafure in the 
young tumeps than in the golden apples, 

though 
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though thefe feemed to have been tranf- 
planted out of the garden of the Hefpe- 
rides; but fpleen and difcontent had 
clouded her azure eyes : her favourite Ipot 
was a plantation of gloomy firs, befide a 
brook^ that difcharged its cryftal ftream 
into the valley. Here flie would pluck 
flowers, and tofs them into the rivulet ; a 
melancholy kind of diyerfion, which al- 
ways denotes difappolntment in love, as 
thofe who underftand the fymbols belong- 
ing to this paffion well know. The Gnome 
perceived, that in Ipite of his conftant en- 
deavours to Ileal ipto the heart of the 
beautiful Emma, noprogrefs was yet made j 
m fpite of all his attentions her afFedtions 
were yet to be gained. Neverthelefs his ob- 
ftinate perfeverance was not to be wearied j 
he perfifted to fulfil her wifties in the moft 
punftual manner, hoping at laft to over- 
come her coynefs. His inexperience in 
love-afiFairs was fuch, that he imagined the 
diffidulues he had to encounter might be 
an eflfcntial part of the romance of earthly 
C a- amours; 



a8 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

amours ; for he remarked, with great truth 
and acutenefs, that the refiftance was not 
without its fecret charm, and that it would 
infallibly add to the glory of the future 
triumph. But, an utter novice in the 
fcience oP female nature, he had not an 
idea of the caufe that rendered the heart of 
the fovereign of his afFeftions fo impreg- 
nable. He fuppofed it was ftill as free 
as his own, and firmly believed the va* 
cant fpot was his rightful property, as be- 
ing the firft occupant. 

This, however, was a wide miftake. 
Prince Ratibor, a young neighbour of 
Emma's father, whofe dominions lay on 
the banks of the Oder, had already kin- 
dled the tender flame in the bofom of the 
lovely Emma, and for his reward had car- 
ried off her firft love, which fome main- 
tain to be more permanent than the ef- 
fence, of the four elements. The happy 
pair were looking fondly forward towards 
the day of the confiimmation of^ their 
mutual vows, when the bride all of a fud- 

den 
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den difappeared. Thefe painful tidings 
metamorphofed the love-fick Ratibcr into 
a raving Orlando. He quitted his refidence, 
retired to the woods that he might avoid 
the hateful face of man, told the tale of his 
mifery to the rocks, and committed every 
folly becoming an hero of romance, after 
he has been outwitted by the wily brat of 
dame Venus. The faithful Emma, mean- 
while, immured in her delightful prifon, 
exhaled her forrow in fighs : but fo clofe- 
ly were her feelings pent up in her heav- 
ing bofom, that the vigilant and fagacious 
Gnome was a perfeft ftranger to the fen- 
fations it covered. Emma had long been 
confidering how fhe might contrive to 
deceive her amorous gaoler, fo as to efcape 
from her wearifome captivity. After many 
a fleeplefs night (he fell upon a fcheme , 
that feemed at leaft worthy of triaL 

The ipring was now returning into the 

vallies of the mountain i the Gnome fuf- 

fered his fubterraneous fire to go out, and 

the turneps„ not having been checked by 

Cj the 
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the frofts of winter, were growing ripe 
apace. The crafty Emma gathered a few 
every day, and for experiment's fake tranf- 
muted them into a variety of forms. The 
elf fuppofed it to be mere amufement, but 
the piincefs's views went deeper. One 
day fhe transformed a fmall turnep into a 
-^> which fhe inftantly dilpatched in 
fcarch of tidings of her beloved Ratibor : 

* Fly,' fhe cried > * dear infeft, towards the 

* wefts find out Radbor, die prince of 

* the landj and hum gently in his car 

* that Emm.i ftill lives, and lives for him ; 

* but that fhe is a (lave to the prince of the 
' gnomes, who refides on this mountain : 
' lofe not a word of this falutation, and 

* bring me back news of my love.* The 
bee immediately fet forward from the fin- 
ger of its miftrefs, in obedience to her or- 
ders, but it had fcarce got upon wing 
when an hungry fwallow darted at it, and, 
to the great afflidion qf the young lady, 
gulped the infeft courier of her love with 
all his difpatches : fhe then, by the help 

of 
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of the magic wand, created a grafliopper, 
and inftrufted it to bear the fame meffage 
and falutation : ^ Hop, little grafhopper, 

* over the mountain, till thou come to Ra- 
' tibor, the prince of the land, and chirp in 

* his ear that the faithful Emma longs for 
' emancipadon from her bonds by his pow- 

* erful arm/ The grafhopper hopped and 
fluttered as nimbly as it could, in order to 
execute its commiffion : but a long-legged 
ftork happening to crofs the road, feized 
it with his pointed beak, and inftantly bu- 
ried it in the chatnel-houfe of his capacious 
craw. 

Thefe failures did not difcourage theper- 
fevering Emma from a new attempt, fhe 
bellowed on a third turnep the fhape of a 
magpie : ' Flit hence,' faid ftie, ' loquacious 

* bird, from tree to tree, till thou difcover 

* Ratibormylpoulc>acquainthimwithmy 
' imprifonment, and appoint him to wait 
' three days hence in May-dale, at the cx- 

* tremity of the mountain, for the pri- 

* foner that dares to break her bonds, and 

C 4 * defires 
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' defires his proteftion.* The party-co- 
loured bird obeyed ; fhe flitted from one 
refting-place to anodier, and the anxious 
Emma accompanied her motions as far 
as the eye would reach. The afRided 
Ratibor was ftill wandering in his melan- 
choly mood, among the woods j the return** 
of fpring, and the revival of nature, ferved 
but to augment his afflidtion. He was fit- 
ting under a fhady oak, brooding over his 
lofs, when a deep-fetched figh broke forth, 
accompanied with the name of * Emma !* 
Inftantly the many tongues of echo gently 
reverberated the beloved * Emma,' but a.t 
the fame moment an unknown voice pro- 
nounced * R atibor !' He greedily liftcned, 
but feeing no human figure near, he con- 
cluded it was an illufion of his fancy, when 
behold he heard the fame found repeated. 
He was foon aware of a magpie Ihifring 
fiom bough to bough; and hearkening 
attentively he perceived that it-^was the do- 
cile bird repeating his name : ^ Troublc- 
* fome chatterer !' he exclaimed, ' who has 

* taught 
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^ taught thee to pronounce a (bund denote- 
' ing a wretch, who heartily wifhcs his 

• name and memory were Iwept from the 
' face of die earth ?' As he uttered this 
ejaculation, he lifted up a ftone in his rage 
tx) throw at the bird, when flie uttered the 
name of Emma, At this talifman the 
prince's arm funk nervelefs to his fide; 
a ftream of rapture flowed through his 
whole frame, and his foul filendy vibrated 

* Emma !* The fpeaker on the tree now 
delivered his meiO&ge, with the fluency 
peculiar to die magpie race. No fooner 
did Ratibor hear the joyful tidings tham 
the clouds of forrow dilperfedi the deadly 
melancholy, that had darkened his fenfes,, 
and relaxed the elafticity of his foul, was 
diflipated; he recovered his powers of 
thought and refledtion j and.began to make 
more particular enquiries concerning the 
fate of the beautiful Emma. But the mef^ 
fenger, however talkative, could: only re- 
peat its leflTon mechanically over and over 
again,. and at length away it flew. The 

C 5^ re-animated- 
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re -animated mifanthrope haftcned frorft 
the wood, and, with the fpecd of the Iwift- 
footed Hafael, repaired to his caftle, where 
he equipped a fquadron of horfe, and fet 
ofF for the Cape of h^ Good Hope, in 
'onging expe(Etatio» of what was ta hap^ 
pen there. 

Meanwhile Emma had prepared «verf 
thing for the execution of her purpofc, 
with the addrefi which has ib often- fig- 
nalized the fair in ftratagcms of elope- 
ment. She had ceafed to mortify the patient 
Gnome with her killing coynefsf j her eye 
befpoke hope, and her inflexibility fccmed 
to be giving way apace. No pining lover 
would eafily fuflTer ftich favourable ap' 
pearances to remain unimproved.^ The 
Ipiritual inamorato, by virtue of his finer 
nature, was focn fenfible of the alteration 
in the conduft of his hitherto diftant mit 
trefs. A placid look, a friendly glance, a fig- 
nificant fmile, operated like the elcftric fpark 
upon a fpoonfui of fpirit of wine — theyfet 
^inflammable eflence all in flames*. He 

foon 
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loon grew bolder, renewed his love negoci- 
ation, which had now long reftedj and whca 
he begged to be heard met with a ba(h<- 
iul refufaL In a Ihort time the prelimina- 
ries were as good as figned : the young lady> 
from ^rgin decorum, only requefted a day 
to confider, a condition which was gladly 
accepted by the enraptured Gnome. 

Soon after lun-rife, the following morn- 
ing, the beautiful Emma appeared in the 
drefs of an Eaftem bride; (he was loaded 
with all the ornaments her band-boxes could 
iupply J her auburn hair was colle^ed into 
VL knot, and crowned with a myrtle garland ; 
the trimming of her gown {parklcd with 
jewels : as the impatient Gnonne approach- 
ed her on die great terrace, £he modeftly 
covered her bafhful countenance with the 
tud of her veil. * Angelic maiden,' he 
cried, ' unveil thy face, and fuffer me to 

* drink the happinels of love out of thy 

* eyes ; refiifc me no longer the confent- 
^ ing look, that wHl make me the moft 

* fortunate being upon whom the morn- 

C 6 'ing 
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* ing fun ever fhed his rays/ Here he 
attempted to obtain a fight of her counte- 
nance, eager to read his happinefe in her 
eyes> for he durft not folicit an oral con^ 
feflion. But the virgin involved her 
beauty in a thicker cloud of veil, and 
thus modeftly replied : ^ How may a 

* mortal refift thee, fovereign of my heart ? 

* Thy perfeverance has prevailed. Re- 

* ceive the confeffion from my lips j but 

* let me hide my blufhes and. my tears-* 
' Wherefore tears,, my beloved? Every 

* tear of thine faUs like a burning drop of 

* naphtha on my heart. I defire love for 

* love, and not facrifice.' * Alas,' returned 
Emma, * why doft thou mifinterpret my 

* tears ? My heart returns thy tendernef&f 

* but it is neverthelcfs diftrafted by 

* gloomy forebodings. The wife doe? 
' not always retain the charms of a mifr 

* trefs : thou never changeft s whereas all 

* earthly beauty is only a flower that 

* fades. How Ihall I be fure, that af- 

* ter our union thou wilt continue the 

* tcndernefs. 
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^ tenderneis, aflfeAion^ comi^ifance, and 

* long fuiFerance which have diftinguifhed 

* die period of courdhip?' * Dejnand/ 
lie replied, * fome proof of my &ithfuU 
^ nefs, and of my eageme& to fulfil thj 

* commands: fet my patience to the teft> 

* and judge by that of the violence of 

* my unalterable paffiqn/ *So it Ihall 

* be,* concluded the bewitching girl^. ' I 

* require this proof of thy compliance t 

* go immediately, and number all the 

* tumeps in the field > my marriage (hall 

* not be celebrated without, witnefles,. I 
' will animate them all, and they Ihall at- 

* tend as the bridal train. But beware of' 
^ deceiving me, and fee thou da not mif-- 

* count by a fing^e turnep, for that is the 

* teft by which I will judge of thy truth J 

However unwilling the Gnome might 
feel to quit his lovely bridfe juft at this 
moment, he yet obeyed without hefitar 
tion. He. immediately fet about his talk^ 
and hopped as nimbly among the turnep$ 
as a Frfnch hoipital phyfician among the 

patients 
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padents whom he has to expedite to the 
church-yard. By the help of his agility 
he had ibon finifhed his fum; but to be 
jfure he went over the operation a fe« 
cond time, and to his fore vexation there 
turned out a difference, that obliged him 
to mufter the tribe of tumeps a third time : 
but now there was a new variation — a 
circumilance which ought to bring no 
imputation upon the Gnome*s arithmetic 
cal acquifirions; for the idea of a girl 
may eafily confofc the ckareft head for 
calculation j and the infallible Price him- 
Iclf has been known to blunder under the 
fame circumftances. 

The crafty Emma had no fooner loH 
fight of her paladin, than fhe made prepa- 
ration for her flight. She had a jtricy 
well-fed turnep in readincfs, which, by 
help of the magic wand, ftie immediately 
converted into a fiery fteed, well accou- 
tcrcd; fhe haflily mounted, and rapidly 
traverfed the heaths and wildiof the moun- 
tain ^ and her fwift- footed Pegafus in a 

fliort 
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ihoTt time carried her fafe. and eafjr, widi^ 
out a ftamble> to the jdace of rendez- 
vous, where (be found her beloved Rs^- 
bor anxioufly expefbing her arrival ; and 
her maiden rcferve was fo overpowered 
between joy for her efcape, and ardour of 
affe£i:ion> that Ihe did not hefitate to Of 
into his arms. 

During this intenral the hufy Gnome 
was fo immerfed in counting, that he was 
as little confoious of what was going for- 
ward about him, as Newton was of the 
noify proceffion, for the victory at Blen- 
heim, whkh pafled under his window,. 
iKfter much labour, and violent efforts oi 
his powers of ntrmeration, he had at laft 
focceeded in afcertaining the real mimber 
of turneps in the field, all together, laige 
and flnall. * He now haftened joyfully 
back to give a juft account to the miftreli 
of his heart, in order to convince her, by 
fo punftual a performance of herx com- 
mands, that he fliould prove the moft com- 
7 plaiiant 
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frlaifent and devoted hufband^ whom a 
daughter of Adam ever held in fubjeftioa 
to her caprice. - He entered the lawn with 
great felf-Gonaplaeenry> but did not find 
her whom he was feeking ; he traverfed 
all the covered alleys and walks, but nei*- 
tiier did he meet with the object of his 
defires there : he hurried to the palace, 
examined every- hok and corner, called; 
upoa the beloved name of Emma,- which 
was returned only by the lonely apartr 
ments j he begged but one word from her 
charming lips,, but there came neither 
voice noE anfwer back. This alarmed, 
him : he began to fcent foul play 5 he 
immediately threw afide the cumberfomc 
inveftment of his body> as quickly as a 
full-fed alderman throws off his morning 
gown, when die watchman bawls out,. 
* Fire !' He mounted high in air, and faw 
the beloved fugitive afar off, juft at the 
.moment her nimble fteed was croffing 
the bounds of his territory- The enraged 
%ri£e haftily feized a couple of clouds, 

that 
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that were failing peaceably along, rolled 
them up into a ball, and hurled it, in the 
form of a dreadful thunder-bolt, after the 
fugitive. The bolt fplit an oak that had 
grown upon the border for a thoufand 
years, but beyond, his rage was impotent, 
and the fire was feen to be diffipated in 
harmlefs vapour. 

He now crofled the upper regions of 
the air in defpair, uttering his complaints 
to the four winds of heaven ! When he had 
given vent to his furious paflion, he re- 
turned fpiridefs and dejedked to his pa- 
lace, glided through every chamber, and 
filled it with fighs and lamentations. He 
afterwards vifited his pleafure-grounds 
once more ; but the magic creation had no 
longer any charms for him : a fingle foot- 
ftep of his faithlefs miftrefs, which he found 
ujJbn the fand, occupied his attention more 
than all the glories _of his creation. Every 
fpot where fhe had walked or refted 
awakened the image of fome paft en- 
joyment s every flirub from which fhe 

had 
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had plucked a flower, yhere he had watch- 
ed her in an invifible form, or had enjoy- 
ed in the perifhable cafe of his body a 
confidential tete-a-tetey tortured him with 
bitter recolleftions. Thefe ideas fo ftifled 
and ftraightened his breathing, they pro- 
duced fuch an anxiety about the piaecor- 
dia, and prefled fo hard upon his pineal 
gland, that down he funk in a fwoon un- 
der the intolerable load of his feelings. 
His agony of mind foon afterwards broke 
out in dreadful execrations. After he had 
thus duly foleaimzed the funeral rites of 
his firft love, he tried to gain confolation 
by Heeling his heart; fo he proudly re- 
folved to abandon the ftudy of mankind, 
and to leave the whole race to their native 
malicioufntifs. Armed by diis refolution, 
he ftamped thrice upon the ground, and 
the enchanted palace, with all its glo- 
ry, Ihrunk back into its former non- 
cxiflencc. The abyfs opened its capa- 
cious jaws, and the Gnome darted down 
into the deep, nor did he ftop till he ar- 
rived 
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rived at the centre of the earth, the op- 
polite boundary of his realms, whither 
he carried malevolence, and a rooted aver- 
fion to mankind. » 

During this cataftrophe in the moun- 
tain, prince Ratibor was more agreeably 
employed in conveying the rich prize of 
his ambufcade into a place of fecurity. 
He bore the lovely Emma with triumphal 
pomp back to her father's palace, where 
die youthful pair were foon afterwards 
united. The prince (hared with his bride 
his hereditary throne : and he built a city, 
to which h^ gave his name, and which is 
fo called even unto this day. The ftrange 
and extraordinary adventure of the prin* 
cefs, her refolution, and fortunate cfcape, 
became the tale of the country round : it 
was handed down from generation to gene- 
ration to the lateft rimes. The Silefian la- 
dies, with their fair neighbours on the north 
and fouth, as likewife thofe to the eaft and 
weft, approved the ftratagem of the crafty 
Emma fo highly, as to make it an objeft 

of 
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of imitation ; and they will often fend aai 
uncomplying hufband out to gather tur- 
neps, when they have made an affignation 
with a gallant. The inhabitants of the 
neighbouring places alfo, who know not 
how to call the fpirit of the mountain by 
his proper tide, have given him the nick- 
name of NuMBER-TURNEP, Or, fof ftlOFt- 

nefe, Number-Nip. 
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MOTHER earth indeed has been ia 
all ages the place of refuge for fellow- 
fufFcrers with the outwitted Gnome, In 
her bofora difappointed love has always 
fought to hide his head. The unhappy 
fwains among the children of men, whofe 
hopes and wilhes are croffed by unpropl- 
tious Cupid, mdke their way thither by 
the halter or the dagger, by lead or aifenic, 
by cough or confumption, or fome other 
inconvenient method- But Ipirits have 

n^ 



NUMBER-NIP. 45 

no occafion for fo much preparation ; they 
enjoy, befides, the privilege of being able 
to return at pleafure into this upper world, 
when they have overconrie their unfortu- 
nate paflion, or given vent to it : whereas 
the paflage back is for ever barred to mor- 
tals. The Iplenetic Gnome left the world 
with the refolution never more to behold 
the light of day 5 but the lenient hand of time 
by degrees obliterated the traces of forrow : 
neverthelefs this operation required no lefs 
time than nine hundred and ninety-nine 
years, fo flowly did the wounds of his 
heart heal. At length, being once in a 
very liftlefs mood, and quite oppreffed by 
a load of idlenefs, his favourite gnome,' 
die court buffoon, propofed a party of 
pleafure to the Giant-mountains, which was 
accepted by his highnefs. It required not 
above a minute's time to perform the dif- 
tant journey : the lord of mines and 
metals found himfelf on the fcite of his 
once verdant lawn, to which, with all its 
appurtenances, he reftored its ancient 

form. 



46 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

fbrm^ though it (till remained invifible to 
mortal eyes. The traveller who miffed his 
way as he croffed the mountain^ perceived 
only a frightful wildernefe. The fight of 
the objefls he had beheld, during the pe- 
riod of his amour, in a rofe-coloured lights 
renewed every fentiment of his fuperan- 
nuated paffion. It feemed to him as if 
the affair of the beautiful Emma had hap- 
pened but yefterday: her image prevailed 
as diffind in his mind as if fhe itood 
at that inftant before him i but the recol- 
leftion of the manner in which (he had 
outwitted him revived his fpleen againft 
the whole race of man. * Vile earth- 

* worm !' he cried, as he lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld from the lofty pinnacle of the 
rock the Ipires of churches and cloiftcrs 
rifing from the bofom of many a city^ 
« thou ftill crawleft, I fee, in the vale 

* below. Thy craft and- cunning has 

* once made mock of me: now thou fhalt 

* pay for thy triumph i I will pinch and 

< plague 
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* plague thee, till thou quake at the men^ 

* tion of the mountain ipirit,' 

He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when 
his ear was ftruck with the found of hu- 
man voices at a diftance. Three young 
companions were chatting as they crofled 
tiie mountain; the boldeft of them crying 
out inceflantly , * Number-Nip, come down! 

* Number-Nip, thou thief, that ftealeft 
« helplefs girls!' The fcandalous chro- 
nicle had faithfully preferved the love-af- 
£air of the ipirit ; and as it had paiTed from 
mouth to mouth, ic had gained, as is ufually 
the cafe, a number of falfe additions : 
every traveller that paffed the mountain en- 
tertained his fellow with the particulars. A 
thoufand ftories of apparitions had been in- 
vented, to the great terror and difmay of the 
feint-hearted wanderer, though they were 
totally groundlcfs ; and the free-thinkers, 
wits, and philofopbers, who in broad day- 
light, and in a large company, have no 
faith in ghofts, and even prefume to make 
merry at their cxpence, were accuftomed, 

cither 
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either from the defire of fliewing their cou- 
rage, or in mere wanlonnefs, to invoke the 
Gnome by his nick -name, and make very 
free with his conduit. It had never been 
known that any of thefe infults had been 
revenged by the patient and long-fuffer- 
ing fpiritj and no wonder, for he could 
not hear a word of them in the depths of 
the earth where he held his refidence. He 
was how fo much the more (truck at 
hearing the whole reproachful tale fo com- 
prehenfively repeated ; and down he came 
roaring like a whirlwind through the 
gloomy forcft of firs, with a full intention 
to ftrangle the poor wretch on the ipot, for 
making fo free with his hiftory, though it 
was entirely without any <lefign to give 
offence: but he feafonably bethought 
himfelf, that fo exemplary and open a cor- 
rection would raife a great aWm' and 
out-cry in the country, which might de- 
ter travellers from pafTmg the mountain, 
whence he would lofc all opportunity of 
playing his pmjeAed pranks upon man^ 

kind. 
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kind. He therefore fufFered the infolent 
bawler and his companions to pafs quietly 
along for the prefent, with a firm refolu- 
tion, however, not to fuffer him to be at 
the trouble of calling upon him in vain. 

At the next crofs road our merry- 
maker parted from his meifmates, and for 
this time arrived at Hirfchbergwidi afound 
ikin : but an invifible attendant followed 
him to his inn, that he might know where 
to find bim again in due feafon. Number- 
Nip returned upon his footfteps to the 
mountain, thmking all the while upon the 
means of graufying his revenge. On the 
road he chanced to meet a rich Ilraelite, 
travelling alio towards Hirfchberg ; whom 
he immediately determined to employ 
as the inftrument of his vengeance. He 
therefore joined the Jew in the fhape of 
the wanton fpark that had infulted him. 
Number-Nip entered into a friendly con- 
verfation with the ftrangeri and, .in the 
mean time, took an opportunity to lead 
him mfenfibly out of the way. When 

You II, D they 
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they found themfelvcs entangled among 
the thickets, the Jew was alarmed at feel- 
ing himfelf feized by the beard, which 
the ruffian piteoufly tore, threw him on 
the ground, tied his hands and feet, and 
robbed him of a purfe full of gold and 
jewels. The foot-pad having moreover, 
hy way of a farewel benedidtion, beftowed 
a fhower of blows and kicks upon him^ 
went his way, leaving the poor plundered 
J^w in utter dcfpair of his life, and aftu- 
adly half dead among the brambles. 

When Aaron had a little recovered fronti 
his fright, and perceived that there was 
yet life remaining in him, he began to 
whine and to call aloud for help, for he 
i^as afraid of being ftarved to death in 
diat remote wildernefs. His outcries foon 
brought to the fpot where he lay a re- 
adable grave- looking perfbnage, in ap- 
pearance a burgefs of fonie of the neigh- 
bouring towns. Having enquired into the 
caule of his diftrefs, and how he came to 
)k bound lo &r out of the road^ he kindly 

took 
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took the cords from his hands and feet, 
and perfornfied all the offices of humanity 
which the good Samaritan, in the gofpel, 
(hewed to the man who had fallen ^nong 
thieves. He recruited his fpirits with an 
exhilarating cordial, which -he, by good 
luck, happened to have in his pocket, 
accompanied him back to the highway as 
obligingly as die angel did young To- 
bias, till he had brought him to the 
door of the inn at Hirfchberg ; where, af- 
ter giving him a piece of money for his 
immediate neceflities, he took his leave. 
How was the Jew thunder-ftruck at fee- 
ing, on his entrance, the very ruffian who 
had robbed and bound him fitting at table 
in the kitchen, as cool and unconcerned 
as if his confcience had been burthened 
with no crime ! He had before him a 
pint of the country wine, and was crack- 
ing his jokes with a fet of jovial compa- 
nions : befide him lay the very wallet in 
which he had feen his purfe ftowed. The 
aftonifhed dcfcendaQt of Abraham was 
P 2 doubtful 
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doubtful at firft, whether he fhould trull: 
his eyes ; he therefore flipped into a corner, . 
and held a counfel with himfelf in what 
manner he Ihould proceed to recover his 
rightful property. He thought he could 
not polTibly have miftaken the perfon i fo 
he pafled out unobferved at" the door, and 
carried his information ftraight to the bai- 
liff of the town- 

The Hirfchberg corporation had, in 
thofe days, the charadter of adminiftering 
juftice fpeedily — whenever there was a 
profpeft of the fees being well and duly 
paid. But whenever it was a cafe of mere 
duty and confcience, then dame Juftice 
went her fnail's pace at Hirfchberg as at 
other places. The experienced Ifraelite was 
well apprifed of both her paces : he there- 
fore bent the magiftrate*s attention, who 
hefitated to take the information, towards 
thcQiiningiCerpus deli^i: the golden pro- 
Ipeft very foon worked out a warrant of 
apprehenfion. The beadles having well 
0xxned themfelves with prongs and clubs^ 

furrounded 
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furrounded the inn, feized the innocent 
culprit, and carried him before the rails of 
the council -chamber, where the fapient 
fathers of the borough had, in the mean 
time, aflembled. — ^ Who art thou ?' de- 
manded the grave bailiff as the criminal 
entered ; ^ and whence comcft thou ?' He 
anfwered openly and unterrified, * I am an 

* honeft taylor by trade ; my name is Be- 

* nedick : I come from Liebenaw, and 

* work journey-work here with my maf- 

* ter/ 

* Haft thou not fallen upon this Jew in 
' the wood, with a defign to murder him ; 

* didft thou not maltreat him, and take his 
'.purfe ?' 

' I never beheld this Jew with my eyes 

* before : I have neither ftruck, nor bound, 

* nor robbed him of his purle j I am an 

* honeft handicraftfman, and no highway 

* robber.' 

* How canft thou prove thy honefty ?' 

* By the contents of my wallet, and the 

* teftimony of my clear confcicnce.' 

D 3 < Open 
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* Open thy wallet, and let us fee what 
* it contains/ 

Benedick fet about opening his package 
in great conficfcnce, being well aflured that 
it contained nodiing but his own honeftly- 
acquired property. But as he was turn- 
ing over his linen, behold fomething jin- 
gled like gold amongft the things that were 
emptied out. The beadles fnatched at it 
widi great eagernefs 5 and after poring 
amcn^ Benedick's llindries, they drew 
fcrdi an heavy purfe, which the overjoyed 
]dw immediately claimed as his property, 
afcer the dues of juftice— underftand— 
Ihould be dedudted. The poor culprit was 
thunderftruck at the difcovery: he was 
ready to drop down v/ith fear; he turned 
pale about the nofe ; his lips quivered, his 
knees trembled ; and he was unable to utter 
a word in his defence. The magiftrate's 
brow lowered more and more ; and the 
darknefs of his countenance prognofticated 
a fevere fentencc. 

^How 
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^ How now, villain ! haft thou ftill 
' confidence to deny the robbery ?* 

* Mercy ! good Mr. bailiff/ cried the 
weeping crinninal, as he dropped on his 
knee, and lifted up his hands ; * I call all 

* the faints in heaven to witnefs that I 

* am innocent of the robbery : God knows 
' how the Jew's purfe came into my wal- 
*'let— rGod above only knows it/ 

• * All denialis now in vain, thou art 

* clearly convifted,' proceeded the bailiff j 

* the purfe is a llifKcient proof of thy 
'guilt : therefore give fatisfaftion to God 

* and the magiftracy, and freely confcf^, 

* before the rack comes to extort an ac- 

* knowledgment of thy crime.' 

Benedick, quite overpowered by thefe 
fufpicious circumftances, could only make 
proteftations of his innocence : but he 
piped to the deaf j he was put dgwn for 
an hardened ragamuffin, that wanted but 
to fwear his neck out of the halter. The 
inquifitorial machinery was called in to 
periuade him, by the rhetoric of iron ar- 
D 4 gumeots^ 
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guments, to do honour to God and the 
magiftracy, by confeffing away his own 
life. At the terrible appearance of the 
new orator, the calmnels proceeding from 
his purity of confcience deferted the poor 
taylor : he ftarted back at the idea of the 
fufFerings that awaited him. As the of- 
ficer was going to fix the thumb- fcrews, 
having confidered that the operation 
would render him ever afterwards un- 
fit to brandifh the needle with credit, he 
thought it better to flip the pain altoge- 
ther, rather than be a ruined man for life: 
fo he fathered the crime of which his 
heart was innocent. The trial was brought 
to a fpeedy iffue, the convift was unani- 
moufly fentenced, without prorogation of 
the court, to be hanged ; and, to keep up 
the credit of a fpeedy adminiftration of 
juftice, as well as for the fake of faving 
the coft of maintenance, the fentence was 
ordered to be executed early the next 
morning. 

The crowd of fpeftators, whom a trial 

for 
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for life and death had affembled, all ap- 
plauded the fentence of the court as juft 
and upright; yet none were obferved to 
commend the integrity of the judges, fo 
loudly as the tender-hearted Samaritan, 
who had forced his way among the-reft into 
court. He could not fufficiently exprefs his 
admiration of the love of juftice, which 
diftinguiftied the worftiipful council of 
Hirfchbero;. In faft, no one was nriore 
nearly interefted in the iffue of the affair 
than this fame philanthropift, for it was 
he whofe invifibfe hand ftuffed the Jew's 
purfe into the tayloi;;*s knapfack, and he 
was in fa<5t no other than N.umber-Nip 
himfelf. Early next morning he perch- 
. ed in the form of a raven on the gallows, 
in expeftation of the cart that was to con- 
vey thither the victim* of his vengeance : 
he already felt a raven's defire to pick out 
the eyes of the convift — but for this time 
he waited for his prey in vain. A pious 
brother, who fet a very different value on 
the efficacy of a death^bed repentance 
D 5 from: 
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from fome of our modern divines, and who 
was zealous to embalm every malefador 
he prepared for death with the fpice of 
holinefs, found in the uninftrufted Bene- 
dick fo rough and unhewn a log, that he 
thought it impoflible, in the Ihort Ipace 
allotted for the bufinefs of prayer and ad- 
monition, to carve a decent faint out of 
it. He therefore folicited a refpite of 
three days, and obtained it, though not 
without great difficulty, by appealing to 
the piety of the magiftracy, and holding 
forth fevere denunciations of the dif- 
ple^fure of mother church, if it IhouM 
be refufed. Number-Nip, hearing of this 
delay, flew away to his mountain, there to 
abide the term of the refpite. 

During the interval, he amufed himfelf 
by traverfing his woods according fo cuf- 
tom : in one of his excurfions he elpied 
a youthful damfel fitting under a Ipread- 
'ing beech. Her chin was funk in 
melancholy on her boibm, and fhe 
fupported her head with her fnow-whicc 

arm: 
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arm : her drcfs was not coftly, but it was 
clean^ and the cut was in the town fafhion. 
From time to time flie wiped aw^y a 
tear that ftole down her cheek, and deep 
lighs iilued from her heaving boibm. The 
Gnome had formerly felt the powerful in* 
fluence of a virgin's tears: he was agaiii 
fo touched with them, as to make the firft 
deviation from the rule he had laid down 
to himfelf, viz. to plague and pinch 
every defcendant of Adam, whole ill for- 
tune ihould lead him to crofs the moun« 
tain : he even acknowledged the fentiment 
of companion to be a kindly feeling, and 
was irrefiftibly bent upon confoling the 
afBided beauty. He put on the appear- 
ance of a reputable burgher, and advancing 
towards her, enquired, * Why art thou fit- 

• ting here alone, my girl, in this melan- 
' choly mood ? Do not hide the occafion 
' of thy forrow from me, that I may con- 

* fider if there be any method of relieving 
^ it.' 

D 6 The 
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. The maiden, who had been quite abforbed 
in grief, ftarted on hearing a voice fbnear 
her, and lifted up,her downcaft face. Ah ! 
what 2L languifliing^pair of blue eyes peeped 
that moment: from under her hat! truly 
their mild dewy light was enough to melt an 
heart of fteel. In each a bright tear--drop 
fparklcd like a diamond; the whole of the 
damfel's lovely face was deeply expreffivc 
of afflidtion, which ferved but to heighten 
the foft charms of her Madonna features. 
Seeing that' it was a refpeftablet looking 
perfon who addrefled her, fhe opened her 
xofy mouth, and faid, * Why ihould you 

* trouble yourfelf to enquire about my 

* forrow,.geod fir, fince there is no help 

* for me ?. I am an. unhappy guilty girl, 
**no better than a murdcrefs : for have I 
' not murdered the man .of my heart ? But 
' I will never ceafe to rue my fault : fighs 
« and tears fhallbe my portion, tiU my 
^ burfting heart, put an end to my grief.* 

The grave perfonage looked amaze- 
zrv^nt. * Thou a murdcrcfs ! with that 

« heavenly 
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^ heavenly face, doft thou carry heH in thy 

* heart? impoffible !— Mankind are indeed 

* capable of all deceit and wickednefs, that 

* I well know ; but here I am puzzled.* 

' I will folve the riddle/ returned the 
' afflifted maiden, ^ if you have any de- 
^ fire to have an explanation.' 

' Say on/ 

* I had for a play-fellow, from my youth 
•' up, the fon of a virtuous widow, my 

* neighbour. He chofe me for his fweet- 

* heart as he grew older — he was fo good 

* and kind, fo honeft and faithful, loved me 

* fo conftantly and dearly, that he ftole away 
' my heart, and I vowed everlafting fidelity 

* to him : Alas ! like a fhake, I have 
i poifoned the bofom of the dear youth ! 
^ I have made him forget the good leflbns 
^ of his virtuous mother, and put him upon 

* a deed, for which he has forfeited his 

* life to the law!' 

' Thou !' cried the Gnome cmphati- 
cally^ 

* Yes, fir, I am hismurderefs! I inftig^- 

' ed 
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* ed him to commit an highway robbery : 

* he plundered a knavifh Jew ; the gen- 

* tlemen of Hirfchberg have apprehended, 

* convided, and condemned him j and to- 
^ morrow, aks ! he is to fiiffer/ 

* And haft thou been guilty of this 

* crime V cried the aftonifbed Iprite. 

^ Yes ! fir, I feel his young blood lying 

* upon my confcience/ 
' Howfo?' 

* He went upon the tramp beyond the 

* mountain ; at fetting out, as he had his 

* arms clalped round my neck, and was 

* bidding me farewell. My deareft girl, 

* he faid, remember and be true to me : 

* when the apples are in bloffom the third 

* feafon from this, and the (wallow is loaded 

* with a burden of ftraws for her neft, ex- 

* pc6k me back to fetch thee honie, that 
^ I may make thee my youthful bride — 

* and fuch I promifed him to be by a 

* fokmnoath. Now when the apples were 

* in bloflbm, and the fwallow was biiild- 

' ing her neft the third time, back came ■ 

' Bencdicki 
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* Benedick, reminded me of my promifc, 
^ and would fkin make me his wedded 
' bride. But I laughed and iheered at 

* him, as heedlcfe girls often ferve their 

* fweethearts,Thywife,faidI,Icannotbej 
' my bed has room but for one, and thou 

* haft neither roof nor hearth; get thyfclf 
' firft fome fterling crowns, and then come 

* and alk again. The poor young man's 

* heart fhrunk within him at this ipeech. 

* Ah! Clara, faid he, fighing deeply, 

* while the tears ftood in his eycSy docs 

* thy heart luft after wealth and riches ? 
' then thou art no longer a fincere and 

* tender girl. Didft thou not ftrike the 

* bargain in my hand the time thou 

* fworeft to be true to me ? and what had 

* I more than that felf-fame hand to main- 
' tain thee ? whence comes thy pride and 
< fcom ? Ah ! Clara, I underftand thee, 

* Some richer rival has ftolen away thy 
' heart from me. Is it thus thou repayeft 

* me, faithlefs girl ? For thefe three years 
f have I lived in hopes that this good, hour 

2 * would 
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* would come. I counted every hour till 

* the moment I fet om to fetch thee home. 
' How light and nimble did love and joy 

•* make my feet as I croffed the moun- 
' tains ! and now doft thou feorn me?— He 

* begged and prayed, but I ftuclc by my 

* relblutionv My heart does not fcorn 
'■ thee. Benedick, I only withhold my hand 

* for the prefent. Go abroad, get money 

* and pelf, then come back, and I will 

* fhare my bed with thee with all my heart. 

* Well then, relied he, much chagrined, 

* if fuch be thy refolution, I will go into 
*- the wide worldj where I will run, leap, beg, 

* ileal, fave, fcrape, and hoard; and never 
' ftialt thou fee me again till I have the 

* trafli by which I am to buy thee. Fare- 

* well ! I go : adieu ! — Pn this manner did 

* I torture my poor Benedick. He went 

* away in great vexation i then his gopd 

* angel forfook him, fo he did a deed that 

* was not right, and which his heart furely 
^ abhorred*.* 

At 
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At this recital the venerable perfon 
fhook his head in great apparent concern ; 
and after a confiderable paufe exclaimed, 
with a thoughtful countenance, * Sur- 

* prifing this!' He then turned towards 
the young woman : * But why,' faid he, 
' doft thou fill the lonely wood with thy 

* lamentation, which can neither help thee 
' nor thy fweetheart ?' 

^ I was on my way to Hirfchbcrgj as 
' I was going along Ibrrow fell heavy 
' upon my hearty fo I flopped under this 

* tree/ 

* And what wilt thou do at Hirfch* 
' berg V 
^ I will caft myfelf at the judge's feet, 

* fill the flreets with my outcries, and 

* invite the daughters of the town to help 
^ me to intreat for mercy. The magif- 

* trates may take pity upon the innocent, 

* and fpare his life : but if I do not luc- 
' ceed in faving my love from a fhame- 

* fill death, I will chearfliUy fufFer with 
' him.' 

The 
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. The fprite was fo moved at tliis Ipeech, 
that he renounced all thoughts of ven- 
geance from that moment, and determin- 
ed to reftore her guiklefs fweetheart to the 
inconfolable damfeL * Dry up thy tears/ 
faid he, in a fympathifing voice, * and let 
' thy forrow pafs away. Thy lover Ihall 
^ be as free as the birds of the air be- 
f fore the fun goes to reft. Liften and be 

* attentive •— To-morrow, at the firft 

* crowing of the CQCk, when thou heareft 

* a tapping at thy window, make hafte, 
^ open the chamber-door, for it will be 

^ Benedick that knocks* Take care 

* thou doft not make him mad again by 
^ thy caprice. Know alfo that it was 

* not he who committed the crime xif 
^ which thou fuppofeft him guilty 5 nor 

^ can any blame be imputed to thee, for 

* he did not fufFer himfelf to be infti- 

* gated by thy capricioufnefs to this foul 

* crime/. 

The girl, in aftonilhmcnt at this infor- 
mation^ looked her comforter full in the 

£ice: 
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hcc: and' not being' able to difcern the 
wrinkle of fcorn or deceit, fhe placed con- 
fidence in his words 5 her clouded brow 
cleared up, and in a tone of doubting 
gladnels {he returned, ' Good fir, if you 

* be not mocking me, and it be even as 

* you fay, you muft eitlier be a feer, or 
' my fweetheart's good angel, fince you 

* know every thing fo exaftly/ 

* His good angel!* returned the Gnome, 
a good deal difconcerted at the idea ; ^ no, 
' in truth that I am not! but his good 

* angel I will be, as thou Ihalt find. I ain a 

* burgher of Hirfchberg, when the poor 

* criminal was condemned I fate at coun- 

* cil ; but his innocence has fince been 

* brought to light : fear not for his fafety, 

* Twill go and take oflfhis fetters, for I 

* have much authority in the town. Be 

* of good cheer, therefore, and retum home 
Vin peace.* The damfcl arofe and 
obeyed, though fear and hope ftill ftrug- 
gled in her foul. 

During 



68 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

During the three days of relpite, the 
reverend father Greyfrock had wreftled 
hard to bring the delinquent into an ortho- 
dox frame of nnind : he was anxious to 
fnatch his foul fronri the jaws of hell, to 
which, in his opinion, it had been pledged 
from the hour of his birth : for honeft 
Benedick was an ignorant layman ; he un- 
derftood better by half how to handle the 
needle and fheers than the rofary. He 
perpetually confounded the Salutation and 
the Lord's Prayer ^ and of the Belief he 
knew not a fy liable. — The zealous monk 
was at incredible pains before he could 
teach him the latter — the talk required two 
full days. When he made him repeat, 
and the memory of the poor finner did not 
play him falfe, a thought of earthly things, 
and an half-uttered figh, ^ Ah, poor Clara!' 
would come acrofs die lefTon in the middle. 
In religious policy, die holy brother, there- 
fore, found it advifeable to make hell 
piping hot for the loft (heep j and fo well 
did he fuccced in the fiery reprefentation, 

that 
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that Benedick broke out into a deadly 
cold fweat, and to the pious joy of his 
miflionary, Clara in his anguilh was clean 
obliterated from his thoughts. But the 
idea of hellifli torments that hung over 
his head purfued him inceflantly — goat- 
footed devils with huge horns, bufythruft- 
ing ftark-naked fquadrons of damned fouls 
into the monftrous crater of the infernal 
volcano with long poles and hooks, con- 
tinually danced before his eyes ! The zea* 
lous friar himfelf was a litde touched with 
his Ipiritual pupil's mental horrors j and 
Jie thought it no violation of ecclefiaftical 
prudence, to drop the curtain over the in- 
fernal fcene and diabolical performers : he 
however heated the fmeltmg furnaces of 
Purgatory fo much the hotter; and poor 
Benedick was but litde comforted by the 
exchange. 

' Thy crime,' faid he, * my fbn, is 

* indeed grievous; do not however deipair, 

* the flames of purgatory will purify thee 
^ from the &dku Oh ! well is thee, and 

< happy 
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* happy is it for thee, that thy offence was 

* not committed againft a true believer ; 

* for then thou wouldeft be forced to re- 

* main for a thoufand years up to the neck 

* in the boiling brimftone pool. But as 

* thou haft only robbed a perverfe and re- 

* jefted Jew, an hundred years will make 

* thee as bright as refined filver^ and 

* I will fay fo many mafles for thy foul, 
' that thou fhall not fink below the waifl: 

* in the unextinguifhable lava/ Now 
although Benedick was perfeftly confcious 
of his innocence, yet had he fuch firm faith 
in the power of his confeffor's key to bind and 
unbind, that he placed no dependance upon 
the re-hearing of his caufe in the world to 
come 5 and fear of the rack deterred him 
from the thought of appealing in this 
world. He therefore had no refource but 
in fupplication: he fued for mercy at the 
hands of his Ipiritual Rhadamanthus, and 
endeavoured to negotiate away as much of 
the torments of purgatory as poffible. By 
thcfe entreaties the rigid peniteitfiary was 

propitiated 
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propitiated fo as to finkhim only knee-deep 
in the fire bath : and thus the affair refted, . 
for in fpite of all his lamentations, the 
prieft refufed to abate an hair's breadth ! 
more. 

The inexorable inflifter of penance now 
bade the inconfolable delinquent good night 
for the laft time ; and as he was going out at 
the gaol door, Number- Nip in aninvifible 
form met him. He had not yet fixed upon 
any plan for emancipating the criminal: 
which he wiflied to accomplilh in fuch a 
manner as not to fpoil the fatisfaftion felt 
by the Hirfchbeig aldermen, in exercifing 
an a<3: of their antiquated criminal jurif- 
didlion j their prompt execution of juftice 
had indeed brought them into good repute 
with him. At that inftant a fcheme ex- 
a6:ly fuited to his tafte foggejied itfelf. 
He flipped after the friar into the monaf- 
tery, took a gown out of the fpiritual 
wardrobe, and proceeded in the fimilitudia^ 
rif brother Greyfrock to the prilbn, witfch 

wai 
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was refpeftfully opened to him by the 
keeper. 

' The good of thy precious foul/ faid he 
to the prifoner, * has brought me back, 

* though I had but juft quitted thee. If thou 

* haft any thing lying on thy confcience, 
^ unfold it, that I may comfort thee.* 

* My reverend father,* replied Benedick, 

* my confcience does not give me any un- 

* cafinefs :* but the thought of your pur- 

* gatory fqueezes my heart together, as 

* though it was fet between the thunJb- 

* fcrews.* Friend Number-Nip had very 
imperfeiSt and confufed notions of the doc- 
trines of the church; therefore he might 
eafily be excufed his mal-a-propos queftion, 
^ How fo?* * Alas I* replied Benedick, 
^ think of wading fo long in the fiery pool, 

* up to the knees : Alas ! father, the very 

* ideadiftrafts me!* ' Why,fool!* returned 
Number-Nip, * then if thou thinkeft the 

* bath too warm for thee, keep out of it.* 
Benedick> confounded at this replyj ftared 
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the prieft fb hard in the face, that he con- 
cluded he had made fome egregious blun- 
der; fo he cut the converfation fliort — 
' . Well, well, we will talk of this hereafter : 

* — but doft thou ever think of Clara ? doft 

* thou ftill love her enough to make her 

* thy bride ? If thou haft any commands 

* to her before thy departure hence, en- 

* truft them to me/ Benedick was ftill more 
confounded at his iweetheart'js name; the 
thoughts of Clara, which he had confcien- 
tioufly been labouring to ftifle, revived 
with Co much vehemence, efpecially when 
the queftion was about his&rewell meflage,' 
that he began to fob and blubber aloud, 
without being able to utter a fingle fyUable 
in reply. This heart-breaking fcene af- 
fcAcd the compaifionate prieft fo much, 
that he refolved to finilh it abruptly: 

* Poor Benedick,' faid he, ' appeafe diy 

* forrow, and content thyfel^ thou (halt 
' not die ; I have learned that thou art 
' innocent of the robbery, and that thou 

* haft not defiled thy confcience with any 

Vol. II. E ^ crime: 
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* crime : I am therefore come to break 

* thy bonds, and releafe thee out of pri&n/ 
Then drawing a key out of his pocket— 

* Let us fee if it wilji fit* The experiment 
Succeeded ^. the unfettered Benedick ftood 
at liberty before him, the irons fell from 
his hands and feet. Then the benevolent 
prieft exchanged cloaths with him, and 
faid, * Go quietly out;, imitate the reve- 

* rend pace of a monk as thou pafleft by 

* the lentinel and along the ilreets j but 
^ when thou haft pafled Weichbild, gird 

^ thy loins tight, and ftep brifkly forward 
"* to the mountains j and fee thou do not 
^ ftop to fetch breath till thou ftand before 
^ Clara's d^or in Liebenaw/ There tap 

* gently at the window : thy Clara is 
^ waiting for thee with anxious expec- 

* tation/ 

The good Benedick, conceiving all 
that pafled to be a dream, rubbed his 
eyes, twitched his arms and legs, in or- 
der to be fatisfied whether he was awake: 
when he was convinced there was no il- 

lufion, 
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hifion, he dropped down at his deliverer's 
feet and clafped his knees, frying to ftam- 
mer out his thanks ; but fuch was his ex- 
tacy of joy that his tongue refufed its 
office. The benevolent prieft at length 
thruft him out by main force, and gave 
him moreover acruftof bread and a black 
pudding to eat by the way. The eman- 
cipated convia crofled the threfhold of the 
terrible manfion with trembling knees, 
and walked on under lively apprehenfions 
of being detefted : but his reverend gown 
difFufed fuch a lavoury fmell of piety, 
that the fentinels were incapable of wind- 
ing the delinquency it covered. 

Duting thefe tranfaftions Clara was fit- 
ting alone in her chamber, hearkening to 
every breath of wind, and looking out at 
the tread of every foot that pafled. She of- 
ten Imagined fomething ftirred at the win- . 
dow-fhutter, or that the ring at the door 
jingled ; flic leaped up twenty times, and 
looked with a palpitating heart riirough 
the latch-hole— but it was fancy. The . 
E 2 neighbour- 
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neighbouring cocks were already ihaking 
their feathers, and uttering their firft cry to 
proclaim the dawning day. The bell at the 
monaftery had begun to ring for mattins, but 
to her the found was of a pafling belL The 
watchman had blown his horn the laft time, 
and called the fhoring bake-houfe maids 
to their early taflc. Clara's lamp burned 
dim for want of oil, her apprehenfions 
were increafing every inftant, fo that fhe 
overlooked the favourable omen, that ap- 
peared in the fhape of a rofe at the glim- 
mering wick. She was feated on her bed- 
fide, weeping and fighing bitterly, * Bene- 

* dick. Benedick! ah, what a forrowful 

* day for thee and me is now dawning !' 
— She ran precipitately to the window; 
but, alas ! the flcy towards Hirfchberg was 
blood red: dark clouds hung over the 
horizon, like fo many fhrouds and tat- 
ters of crape. Her (pints ihrunk back at 
this ominous proipeft ; fhe fell down help- 
less on the floor, and a deadly filence pre- 
vailed around hen 

Then 
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Then there came three gentle taps 
againft her window, juft as if it hailed. A 
thrill of joy ran along her frame at this 
found— up fhe Sprung, uttering a loud ery ^ 
then a voice whifpered through the latch- 
hole, ^ Sweetheart t Clara ! My love !' art 

* thou awake ?' She darted like an arrow 
to the door : * Ah ! Benedick, is it thee or 

* thy ghoft?' Bur feeing father Grey frock 
enter inftead of Benedick, fhe funk back- 
wardsy and fwooned away in defpair. Be- 
nedick flung his faithful arm around her; 
and die kifs of love, the fovercign remedy 
againft all hyftcrical fics^ foon brought her 
to her icnfes. 

As ibon as the dumb fcene of wonder^ 
and the firft ^d efiufions of the heart, 
were ortt. Benedick related his wonderful 
deliverance out of the dreary dungeon: 
but hfi tongue clave to the rooif of his 
mouth from thirft and wearinefi. Clara 
went to fetch him a draught of freih water i 
and when he had quenched his thiril, he 
kit hungry. She had nothing to of&r 
E 3 him 



7« LEGENDS CONCERNING 

him but fait and bread, the panacea of 
Jovers, with which our faithful pair had 
haftily vowed to live content all the days 
of their lives. But Benedick, in Ipitc of 
his vow, bethought him of his pig's pud- 
ding. As he drew it out of his pockety he 
fecretly wondered at its prodigious weight, 
for it was heavier than an horfe-ftioc : as 
he broke it alunder, behold ! a fhowcr of 
gold tumbled out j whereupon a fliudder- 
ing fit came upon Clara i flxc feared it was 
a reljck of the Jew's plunder, and began to 
fufped Benedick was not fo clear as the 
reverend burgher had reprefciitcd him on 
the mountain. But the guilelefs journey- 
man protcfted that it was not fo-r^* And 

* probably,' he faid, * the pious friar had fe- 

* creily lent Iiim the fum for a marriage 
. * portion.' Clara believed his words. Thea 

gratefully blefied their generous benefac- 
tor. They quitted their native town, and 
journeyed to Prague j where Benedick liv- 
ed long and happily with Clara, his wife,, 
as a reputable tradefman, and was bleffed 

widi 
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with a numerous progeny. The horror 
of the gallows was fo deeply imprcflcd 
open his mindy that he never wronged his 
cuftonaers, ftriftly forbearing to cabbage a 
fhred, contrary to the eflablifhed cuftom 
of his brethren of the goofe. 

Early oa the fame morning that Clara 
heard with trembling joy the finger of her 
liwecthcart tapping at her window, die 
tipping o£ a finger was alfo heard at the 
door of the prifon in Hirfcliberg. It was 
friar Greyfrock, who, having been kept 
awake by his zeal, could hardly wait for 
the break of day > {o impadent was he to 
compleat the conrerfion of the poorfinner, 
and to deliver him over half a faint into 
Ac hand erf the eTCCuuonen Number- 
Nip, having once taken up the part of the 
delinquent, was detemiined to aft it out, 
for the honour of the Hirfchberg judicature. 
He feemed well prepared to die, which 
gave the holy monk great fatisfaftion i 
for he recognized this firmnefs as the 
genuine offspring of his own labours for 
E 4- the 
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the good of the finner's foul. He did not, 
therefore, fail to ftrengthen this diipofition 
of mind by ghoftly exhortations. He con- 
cluded his addrefs with this comfbrmble 
promife : * As many men as thou (halt fee 
' when thou art carried out to the place of 

* execution, behold fo many angels are 

* waiting in readinefs to receive thy foul, 
' and conduft it to the pys of paradife/ 
He then caufed his fetters to be taken ofi^ 
intending to hear his laft confefiion, and 
^ve him ahfolution: yet he thought 
proper firft to repeat yefteri!i|^'s leflbn, 
that the poor convi& might rehearfe glibly 
and without ftammering his confeflion of 
faith, to the edification of the crowd at the 
gallows. But what was the reverend m- 
ftrudkor's horror, on difcovcfing that his 
intradtable pupil had entirely fweated away 
his Creed during the night ! The devil, he 
wasperfuaded, was labouring hard to fnatch 
away from heaven the foul he had fo lately 
jgained. He therefore began a powerful ad- 
juration i but Satan would not budge an 

inch— 
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inch— nor could the Creed be crammed in- 
to the maIefa£tor's brain. 

The hour had now pailed over : the 
IheriflF, regardlcfs of the ftate of die vic- 
tim's ibul, would no longer delay die exe- 
cudon of the body. Widiout further ref*- 
pite^ dierefore^ die criminal was carted; and 
though he went an hardened (inner to the 
gallowS) he fubmitted peaceably to all the 
other formalities of the ceremony. When 
he was turned off he ftruggled at the firing 
to perfeftion. He even carried the joke fo 
kr^ as to terrify the hang-man $ for a (uddeni 
murmur arofc among the croud : fome cri- 
ed out^ ^ Stone the hang-man !* for he h^ 
• tortured the poor fuffercrunneceffarily:* 
therefore, tt> feve further mifchief^ Num- 
ber-Nip ftretched himfelf out at full length,, 
as though he was fairly dead. When the 
mob had diiperfcd, and a few (fa-a^ers- 
walked* up and down ><he gallows-yardy* 
feme of them coming near, and curioufly: 
exannining the body, the pleafant gendeman; 
E 5 at: 



82 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

at the halter began to prance anew, to the 
great terror of the beholders. Henc^ 
a rumour went abroad through the town,, 
towards the evening, that the criminal was 
ftill ftruggling at the gallows; which mo vccf 
the court to fend a deputation early next 
mommg to examine the matter carefully. 
On their arrival they found nothing but 
a wifp of.ftraw covered with old rags, juft 
like a mawkin fulpended among peafe 
to fcare away the voracious fpaprows. This 
difcovery excited great admiration among 
the council of Hirfchberg : they however 
had the man of ftraw quietly taken down j 
and reported, that a high wind in the night 
had wafted the flender taylor away froni 
the gallows over the boundary. 
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LEGEND III. 

• 

NUMBER -NIP was not at alii 
times in the humour to make fuch noble 
&tisfa<5bion to thofe whom his pranks had 
annoyed. His mifchief was often the re- 
fult of mere wantonnels J giving himfelf 
litde concern whether his objeft was a 
knave or an honeft man. He would fre- 
quently join company with a folitary wan- 
derer, and offer to Ihew him the roadj and', 
when he had led his companion far aftray,. 
He would vanifli in an horfe laugh, and 
kave the ftranger aghaft at the edge of a 
precipice, or deep in a quickfand. He 
would fometimes terrify the timorous 
market-women, by appearing in the Ihape 
of fbmc fanciful animal. The fabulous beaft 
called the Ryfow, and refembling the leo- 
pard, that has fometimes been feen in the 
Giantr mountains, is but a phantom of 
E 6 Number^ 
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Number-Nip. He has often. been known^ 
to lame an horfe {o that the rider could not 
ftir him from the ^t, break a waggoiK 
wheel or axle-tree, or roll the fragment 
of an huge rock, before the eyes of the 
driver, into an hollow way,, juft as the 
team entered it, on purpofe to give the poor 
fellow the labour of heaving it afide before 
he could pais. An. invifible hand hasv 
often held an empty waggon fa^, that fix: 
fturdy horfes could aot move it.. If the 
waggoner gave any- intimation that it 
was a trick of Number-Nip's, or broke: 
out into any invedive againft the moun* 
tain Iprite, he had to. expeft a neft o€ 
hornets about the horfes' ears, or elfe a. 
ihower of ilones. or a liberal drubbing, 
hinifelf^ 

He once formed an acqu^tance with 
aa old Ihepherd, who was an upright 
true-hearted man^ The intimacy had growa 
intQ a kind of confidential friendihip: he 
allowed him, what no other durft venture 
upo% to drive his flock clofe up to his 

garden 
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garden hedge. The Ipirit wotild hear 
hhn with infinite iatisfa6tioR recapitulate 
the occurrences of his infignificant Kfe. 
The old man, however^ once committed an^ 
offence. Having^ as« ufiial diredbcd^ his 
flock Bowards the incloflires of the^nome^ 
a few Iheep broke through the halge, and 
began to graze on the grafs-plot. This 
enraged Number- Nip fo much, that he fent 
forrfi a panic terror over the whole flock : 
in? their wild flight chrou^ the ntoiintain 
moft oftherpcame to fome r^^Sprmt; 
and the old fliepherd was (b reduced in his 
circumflances by the accident, that he died 
out of pure vexation. 

A doiftor from Smiedberg, who ufed to 
go a fimplingon the mountain, femedmes^ 
fikewife, enjoyed the honour of entertain- 
ing the Gnome incog, with his pompous 
loquacity. He would fometimes join the 
Smiedberg Efcidapkis as. a wood-cutter, 
and fometimes as a traveller, and liftcn 
with pleafure to the hiftory of his mira- 
culous cures* He was at. times fo com- 

plailant 
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plaifant as to eartythe heavy load of herbs 
after him^ and explain to hinm many vui- 
known virtues of his fimples. The doctor,- 
thought he ought to be more knowing in 
tjie fciehce of plants than a wood-cutter,, 
qnce toc^ his ififtrudiofl anii£, and &id in 
raillery, ^ The cobler ftiould abide by his* 

* laft J neither IhoukJ the wood^cutter pre- 
^ tend to teach the phyfician.- But as thoU' 

* canft Ipeak of trees and plants, from the 
*; hyflfop that fpringeth out of the wall to 

* the cedar of Lebanon, tell me^ Solomon^ 

* Wifeacre, which was firft, the acoraor 
^ the oak?' The fpirit anfwered, ^ The 

* tree to be fure, for the acorn comes from 

* the oak/ ** Oaf!' faid the dodlor, 
^ whence then came the firft tree, if it did. 

* not Ipringfrom the feed contained in the 
*" fruit ?' The wood-cutter replied, * That 
^ I perceive is a philofopher's queftiony» 
^ and quite too high for me, — But let me 

* aik you one queftion: to whom does 

* the ground on which we ftand belongs 

* to the king of Bohemia or the lord of 

« the 
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^ the hiJl r— (Such was Ae tkle given by 
riie neighbours to the fpirit^ after they had 
been taught by experience that: Nuxnhcri- 
Nip w^ eoBtrabandj and only brought 
down blows and weak.)- The doftor did- 
not take much time to corftfer.: ' Why^ 
*^ to be fure this ground belongs to my 

* lord and matter, his m^jefty of Bohemia ;. 
^ for Number-Nip is but. a creature of the 
' brain, a mere butt-b^gar to frighten 

* children/— Scarce were the words out or 
his mouth, when the wood-cutter was fud-^ 
deiUy metanK>rphoied into an horribk giant>< 
with fire-darting eyes, and a frightful coun- 
tenance: he looked angrily at the phy-^ 
fician, and faul^ in a tremendous voice> 

* See, here i^ Number-Nip ! he will bull- 

* beggar thee till all thy ribs crack !' He 
then caught him by the nape of the necfc„ 
fwung him againft die trees and rocks, 
and ifOfTed and. tumbled him about, as 
rudely as the devil does do<5tor Fauftus 
in the puppet-lhew^ At laft he knocked 
out one of his eyes, and left the do6kor for 

dead 
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dead on the Ipot;^ — ^and never did die poor 
l^yfician venture to fimple on the moun^ 
tain again* 

So eaiy was it to jeft away Number- 
Nip's fiiendihip ; but it was juft as cafy to 
gain it. A lidgious neighbour had forced^ 
a poor country-nsan in die hundred- of 
Reichenberg, to ipend all his goods and 
chattels upon a law-fuit*. The clutches of 
juftice having ieized upcnr his laft cow^. 
he had left only a^ broken-hearted w£fe, and 
half a dozen: finall children^ half of whicit 
he would willingly have given in pawn to* 
the court for his laft head of catde back 
again. He had indeed ftill renraining a 
pair of found luftjrarmftybut diey were not? 
fufficient &r the noaintenance <^ his family. 
It cut him to the heart when the young, 
ravens called out for food^ and he had no- 
thing to ftill their keen hunger. * An hun- 
^ dred dollars,' laid he to his^ wife in their 
* diftrefs, ^ would fet us up againy and we 
^ might eftabliih our houjQiold at a diftance 
* from diis. vexatious neighbour. Thou* 

« haft 
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* haft rich relations on the other fide the 

* mountain J Fll needs go, and lay our 
' piteous cafe before them : one of them^ 
' perhapsj willhave compaflion^ and kindly 

* lend us upon intereft what money we 
' want.' 

His difconiblate wife agreed to the pro- 
po&l, with faint hopes of a favourable iflue ; 
but flic knew of no better fchemc. The 
huft)and girded his loins betimes, and at 
he quitted his wife and children, he bade 
them be of good chear: ^ My heart tells 
^ me I fliall find a benefa&or, who will 
' help us more than the fourteen adminif^ 

* trators of juftice, to whom I have made 

* fb many vain journies*' Sofaying>heput 
a mouldy cruft into his pocket for provifion 
by the way, and fct forward on his journey- 
Towards night he arrived, weary and foot- 
fore of the long journey^ at the village where 
the rich relations lived — but none would own 
him, none would lodge him. He told his 
tale, and fhed a flood of tears ; but the hard- 
hearted mifers cared not for his afRiAiont 

and 
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and mocked hk diftrefs wkh harfh re-^ 
preaches and infolent proverbs : — ^ Young 

* blood, favc thy good/ laid one > — another, 

* Pride will have a fall /—a third, * As thou 

* driveft fo goes the team /-^the fourth^ 

* Every one forges his own fortune/ In this 
manner did they infolt the poor man's dif- 
trefs ; and at laft feirly thruft him out at 
the door, calling him an idler and a ^nd« 
Arift. The unfortimate covifin was not 
prepared for fuch a reception from the 
tick relatbna of his wife : he flunk filent 
and fbrrowful out of the village, and as he 
kad no wonef to procure a lodging at the 
inn„ he was forced* to lie under an kay- 
ftack in the open fields, where he waited 
without refli for the Kngcring dawn ta light 
him on his way,. 

By the time he had reached the ittoun* 
tain, the hand of trouble and vafflidtion: 
prefied fo hard upon him,, that he was near 
finking into abfolute deipair. ^ Two^ 

* days wages loft i'^ thought he to himfelfi, 
^ weary m body,, and faint with hunger,, 

without 
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Without hope or comfort in hk mind-*- 
^ When thou art got home, and thy fix poor 
' famiftied worms come running to thee> 

* lifting up their little hands for food, and 

* thou muft offer tiiem a ftone inftead of a 

* morfel of bread 1 — Heart of a &ther,. how 

* canft thou endure this ? Burft afundel'> 

* dear heart, before thou feel this uttermoft 
« diftrcfs !' — Upon this he threw himfeif 
under a thorn4>u(b to profecute his moum^ 
ful reflexions. 

The fi>ul upon the brink of perdidotk 
i&mmons 10 laft remaining ftrength ta 
plan fome means of eicape; runs up and 
down every fibre of the brain -, pries iiH:a 
every* nook and corner of the imaginadon> 
in fearch of flielter or relpitc againft the 
waves of deftru<5tion> that are breaking in 
upon her— like a failor, who when he fees^ 
the ihip finking runs up the rigging to 
hide hirafelfat the maft-head,. or, if he is 
below,, mounts up the hatchway,, in hopes 
of feizing a plank or an empty txHi, by^ 
which he may keep his head above water^. 
« la 
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In his agitation of mind a thoufand abortive 
fcheoies fuggefted them&lves to the iiY* 
confolable countryman; he* at laft feH 
upon the idea of having recourfe in his 
dlftrefs to the ^irit of the mountain. He 
had heard a number of romantic ftories 
concerning him^-how it was his practice 
to plague travellers^ frequendy doing them 
efliendal injury; but fometimes fliewing 
them kindnefi and favours. He well 
knew that he never fuffered himfelf to be 
called by his nick'-name with impunity ; 
however he could not tell by what othdr 
to invoke him : be dierefere reiblved to 
riique a pummelling, and bawled amain> 

* Number-Nip ! Number-Nip !* 

Immediately at the call appeared the 
figure of a footy collier^ with a beard as 
red as a fox^s ta]]> hanging down to his 
middle : he had fiery ox's eyes^ and in his 
hand he held a pole like a weaver's beanv 
which he railed with a defign to crufh the 
infolent bawler. ^ By your leave 1 Mr; 

• Number-Nip> ftop one moment/ cried 

Dobbins^ 
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Dobbins, quite cool and coUeded ; ^ if I 

* have not ^ven you your right title I am 
^ forry for it, pray cxcufe mc; only liften 

* a moment, and then ufe your pleaiure/ 
This bold addreis, and the forrowful coun« 
tcnance of the man, which betokened 
neither injfolence nor impertinent curiolity, 
fomewhat appeafed the Gnome's rage: 
"* Earthworm!' faid he, *what impels 
^ thee to diflurb my repofe ? Know that 

* thy fkin and bones mull pay for thy te- 
*.merity/ — * Sir,' replied Dobbins, ^ne- 

* ceffity drives me to you : I have a fmall 

* favour to alk, which you can eafily grant. 
' Pleafe to lend me an hundred dollars: 
' as I am an honeft man, FU return them 

* in three years, with lawful intercft.' 

* Fool ]* returned the Ipirit, ^ am I a Jew 
*,or an uflirer, that I (hould lend money 

* upon interefl ? Go to thy brethren and 

* borrow what thou needeft, but let me 

* aJone.'-r-^ Alas !' cried Dobbins, ' with 
' brotherhood among men it is all over : 
^ no kindred is acknowledged in aSairs of 
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* mine tod thine.' Thereupon he told 
his hiftory at length: die pifture of his 
iif retchtdncfs was fo moving, that the 
Gnome could not rcfiile his requeft ; had 
the poor man been lels defcrving of com- 
pafiion, the fcheme of borrowing a capital 
of him appeared fo new and Angular, that 
he was inclined, merely on account of 
the confidence he placed in him, to clofe 
with the propofaL 'Come, follow me,' 
faid he; which he did fer through the 
wood, till they came to a retired val- 
ley, overlooked by a bold precipice, thick 
bcfct with bulhes at its foot. 

When Dobbins, with his guide, had 
made his way to the rock, with much' 
toil and labour, through the brambles, 
they arrived at the mouth of a daric ca- 
vern. Dobhins's heart funk within him, 
while he groped his way along it in the 
dark: one cokl fit chafed another down' 
his back) and his hair ftood an end.' 

• Number-Nip has mifled many a man,'' 
thought he 5 *^ho knows what precipic^c 

7 •lies 
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* lies before my feet, down which I (hall 
' topple at the next ftep ?* Then he heard 
the fearfol roar, as of waters tumb- 
ling headlong into a deep pit. The far- 
ther he went, the more was his heart over- 
whelmed with terror and apprehenfion. 
But l\t was foon, tx> his great joy, awarei 
of a blue flame danckig before them : the 
vault immediately expanded into a Ipa- 
cious apartment; the flame burned clear, 
and now appeared to be fufpendcd fiom 
a chandelier in the centre of the dome* 
On the floor he was flruck with the figlit 
of a brewer's copper, full of hard dollars 
up to the very brim. At this fight all 
his fear vanilhed, and his heart bounded 
for j6y. * Take,' faid the fpirit, * what 

* thou wanted ; only draw me up a note 

* of hand for the fum, if fo be that thou 

* canft write/ The borrower fcrupuloufly 
counted himfelf out an hundred dollars, 
and no more. The Ipirit took up- 
on him as if he paid no regard to the 
bufineis of counting, but turned afxde, and 

went 
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went away in queft of materials for writ- 
ing. Dobbins wrote the note of hand in 
as binding terms as he could think of 
The Gnome took and locked it up in an 
iron box, and faid, by way of farewell, 

* Now go thy way, my friend, and make 

* an induftrious ufe of the money : do not 
' forget that thou art my debtor; but 

* take good norice of the entrance into 

* th!s valley, and the cleft m the rock. 
/ On the expiration of the third year thou 

* art to pay me the capital with the ufe. 

* I am a rigid creditor: if thou doft not 

* keep diy wwd, I fhall demand my due 

* veiy rudely.' Dobbins promifed to be 
pundual to the day, gave him his honeft 
hand ; but took no oath — he would not 
rifque his foul and falvation, like your pro- 
digal borrowers. He then parted from 
his creditor with a grateful heart, and ea- 
fily found his way out of the cavern. 

The hundred pieces had fuch a nnghty 
effe<5l upon his body and mind, that he 
felt, upon coming into broad day-light, as 

if 
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If he had inhaled balfam of life in the 
iiole. He ftrode along to hb home, full 
of joy, and ftrengthened in every limb. 
The day had begun to fall before he 
Aepped into his wretched hut As fooa as 
the hungry children efpied him, they cried 
out with one voice, ^ Bread! father, a bit 

* of bread ! We a«e ready to faint with 
'^ hunger, thou haft let us ftanre fo long.' 
His downcaft ii^ fate in ^<corner» weep- 
ing and fearing the worft, as the puny. 
hearted are wont to do. 3he expected her 
jiufband would begin 4 tragic ditty s but 
he cheairfuUy ihook her by die hand^ and 
i>id her kindlea fire upon the hearth^ne, 
' For I have Vbught,* added he, ^a^peclc 
^ of oatmeal from Riechenbach in my 
' wallet, widi which thou (halt make aa 
^ hafty-pudding, ftifF enough for a Ipooit 

* to ftand upright in/ He then gave her 
an account of the good iucceis of his un« 
dcrtaking : * Thy relations/ faid he, * arc 

* good kind of people i they did not re-» 
' flife to acknowledge me«»never once 
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* threw my poverty in my teeth, nbr ot- 
^ fercd to thruft me rudely out at the 

* door : they entertained me like a prince 

* with open heart and hand 5 and, what is 

* the beft part of the ftory, emptied the 
'* hundred dollars out at once upon the 

* table before me.* Then rolled an heavy 
ftone from off the good woman's heart, 
where it had long Jain heavy. * Aye,* 
•faid Ihe, /had we gone at once to the 
^ right fngrith, we might have faved our- 
'' felves a deal of trouble.' She then fell 
to.boaft of her kindred, on whom Ihe 
•bad before placed fo little reliance, and 
was quite elated at the thought of their 
richirelations. The hufband, after what 
Ihe had undergone, gladly left her in a 
tniftakc'fo ibothing to her vanity. How- 
ever, as Jbe harped upon the feme ftring 
day after day^ -Dobbins grew fick of the 
tune, and faid to her, -^TDoft thou know, 

* when I bad found out the right fhop^ 

* what an excellent leffi>n the mailer fmith 
•gave me?' ^ No/ ihe replied, * how 

< Ihould 
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* fliould I ? What was it?' ^ Why, every 
** man, he told me, forged his own fortune ; 
^ and you muft ftrike while the iron is 
^ hot: therefore let us now beftir our 

* fhanks, and mind our bufinefs, that wc 
*^ may get enough in three years to pay 

* capital and intereft, and fo be eafy and 
'* out of debt/ He foon afterwards pur- 
^hafed a patch of ground for the plough, 
and another for hay, and then another and 
another, and at length a whole hide of 
land : there was a bleffing attending Num- 
l>er-Nip*s gold, as though there had been a 
-decoy dollar among the hundred, Dob- 
bins fowed and reaped, and began to be 
taken for a thriving man in the village; 
and his purfe ftill aiForded a fmall fur- 
plus to mcreafe his ftock. The third 
fpring he took a large farm in addition to 
his hi(le of knd, and this brought him in 
•great profit: he was, in fhort, a man in 
whofe hand every, undertaking proffered. 

The time of payment now approached, 

and Dobbins had favcd fo much that he 

F 2 could 
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could take up his note withom inconve^ 
nience. On the appointed day he role 
early, and having carefully counted out 
the lum, waked his wife and all the chil«- 
dren, and bade them wafh themfelves clean, 
comb their hair, and put on their Sunday 
deaths, aUb their new fhoes, and new 
fcaiiet bibs and waiikoats. He himfeH* 
fetched his Sabbath^ay coat, and called 
from the window to John to put the 
horfes to : ' Man, what art thou at?* afked 
his wife J ^ to-day is neither faint's day nor 

* holiday — what makes thee in fuch high 
^ humour? What is the meaning of all 
' this that thou haft prepared ? and where^ 
^- pray, doft thou think to take us ?' * To 
' vilit the rich relations beyond the moun* 

* tain, and to pay the creditor who helped 
' me up again in the workl his intereli: 
' and principal, for this is the pay-day/ 
Margery was right glad to hear this* 
She dreffed herfelf and the children 
in all dieir finery; and that the rich 
reladons might have a good opinion 
to own, and not be afhamed of her, 

ihe 
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Ihe tied a necklace of crooked ducats 
round her own neck. Dobbins flowed 
his weighty purfe fafe, and, when every 
thing was ready, mounted with his wifib 
and children on the waggon. John 
finafiiwd his whip, and the four horfes 
ftepped nimbly forward over the level 
towards the Giant-mountains. Juft be- 
fore they came to a fteep hollow way, the 
mafter made the waggon halt, got down, 
and told the reft to do the fame. He then 
ordered his man, * John, drive quietly 
' up the fteep ; above at the three oaks 

* thou ftialt wait for us, and if we tarry 

* a while, do not be impatient, but lee 
^ the horfes blow and take a mouthful of 

* grafs. I know of a foot-path herea- 

* bouts; it is a little round, but very 

* plea&nt— we will walk/ He then went 
ftraight forward into the wood, attended 
by his family : the bufhes were very 
thick, and Mrs. Dobbins, feeing her huf- 
band peep about here and there, thought 
he had mified the way, and adviled him to 

F 3 turn 
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' turn back and follow the high foid. Biitr 
he flopped of a fudden, made his fix chil- 
dren form a ring round him, and laid,, 
^ Thou fancicft> my good woman, that 

* we are going to thy relations, but that is 

* not my dcfign at prefent. Thy rich re- 

* lations are pitilefs, hard-hearted mifers» 

* When I went formerly, in my dUlrefs> 

* to feek affiftancc from them, they in-r 
' fulted and drove me haughtily from their 

* doors. — Here lives the rich relation to 
' whom we are indebted for our good 
' circumftances, and who, on my note, 

* lent me the money that has multijdted 

* fo faft in nty hands. He appointed mc 

* to come hither this day,, to pay up inte- 

* reft and principal. Canft thou now gucft 

* who our creditor is?— It is no other 

* than the lord of the hill, nick-named 

* Number-Nip.* At this fpeech thegpod 
woman was violently alarmed j Ihe crofled 
herfclf : the children trembled and neftled 
clofe together, for fear their father fhould 
take them to Nuipbcr-Nip. They had 

heard 
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heard many fearful accounts of him in 
long winter nights -, how he was an hideous 
^ant and cannibal, eating men up alive. 
Dobbins related the whole of his adven- 
ture, in what manner, at his call, die fpiric 
had appeared to him in the (hape of a 
collier, and the reft of the tranfaftions in 
the hole. He praifed his beiieficence 
with a thankful heart; and fo deep-felt 
was his fenfe of gratitude, that the tears 
rolled apace down. his fun- burnt cheeks. 
'• Wait here,' he concluded, * and I .will 

* go into the hole to finilh my bufinefs. 

* Fear nothing : I fhall not be long gone, 
V-and, if I can obtain the favour, I will 
'bring the lord of the hilLto fee you. Do 

* not be afraid, children, of taking him 

* kindly by the hand, though it fhould Jbe 
*' black and footy ; he will do nothing to 

* hurt you, but will rejoice. at the good 

* effefts of his own kind deed, and receive 
*'your thanks with pleafure. . Be of good 
'; courage onlyxaiKi he will certainly dif- 

F 4 < tribute 
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' tribute fome golden-ftreaked apples ancf 

* fugar-plumbs amongfl: you.' 

Though the timid wife had much to 
objeft agaiflft the pilgrimage to the cavern, 
and the children cried and fcreamed un-- 
mercifuUyj coUc6ting themfdves in a body 
round their father, and laying bold of his- 
ikirts as he paffed by them, hie tore himfelf • 
aWay by force, and arrived at the well- ' 
known rock. He recognized all the mark» 
of the place, which he had fo well fixoi ' 
'in his memory: the old half-decayed, oak 
at whofe root was the mouth of the cavern^' 
ftood juft as it had flood three years before i 
but of the hole not a trace was to be feen^ 
Dobbins tried every method of getting ad- 
mittance into the rock j he lifted up a (lone, 
ahd knocked aloud, imagining it would be' 
opened j he drew out the heavy purfe of 
gold, rattled the dollars, and cried out as 
loud as he could, * Spirit of the Moun- 

* tain, come and take what is thy due '/ 
but no fpirit was to be fecn or heard. 

The 
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The honeft debtor was therefore obliged 
to turn back with his calh. As fbon as 
his wife and children eipied him at a diA 
tance, they haftened joyfully to meet him; 
but he was much troubled at not being 
able to make his payment pundhially. 
He therefore late himlelf down upon the 
(bd, and began to confider what was to 
be done. He recolle49:ed the particulars 
of his former bold adventure: ' Til call 
* him,' * faid he, ' by his nick-name, as 
^ I did before; if it difpleafes him, let 
' him pinch and pummel me black and 
^ blue; hc'U cextainly hear my call— 
' Number-Nip! what ho! Number-Nip!^ 
His terrified wi& entreated him to hold 
Jiis tongue ; ihe pot her hand before hit 
moudi : he, howe^^er, would not be ftop* 
ped, but called tfie louder. Of a fudden 
the youngcft boy ran up to his mother, 
and clafping her &&, cried out, 'Oh the 
*&otymanl the footy mani* Dobbins 
coolly enquired, ' Where ?' * There, there 
' he lurks behind that tree :' and all the 
F 5 - children 



io6 LEGENDS CONCERNIKG 

children crowded together in m hcap> 
ihaking for fear, .aAd bellowing aloiKir . 
The father looked that way, but eoiald 
fee nothing, fo he fuppofed it to be onif 
the child's fear ; and in fliort Numbcr-NipF 
could not be roufedj and all his calling 
was in vain. 

The familj^ fquad now bet6dk them^- 

felves' back again by the way they came^ 

and father Dobbins paced along the high 

road, nnuch dilpiritcd' and chagrined* As 

they pafled along, there was heard to fyAi^ 

up from the wood a gentle ruftlingairidns 

the trees J— the flendcf birch Waved his 

^pliant boughs^ the tremulotrs feltagcof the 

afp quivered^ the murmur approached 

Hearer and ncarcr> the wind ihaking the 

lvide-lprcad branches of die oaks Mtatfl 

grew out of the face of the ptecipce ;— 

.the dry leaves and ftraws flitted fix)m 

place to place along the road, and little 

whirlwinds of duft carried them, up intb 

the air;— the children, who had by da& 

time forgotten their fcans of Number-Nip, 

6 purfued 
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pxirfljed the dancing foliage^ touch diverted 
with the amufive fpeftacle, and conftantly 
catching at the dry leaves as they were 
lifted by the playful breeze. Among 
die flying materials a kaf of paper was 
koifted ac;:ofs the road> to which the little 
Boy, that had feen the fpirit in the wood, 
give chafe 5 but when he came near 
enough to make a grafp, the wind would 
whirl it a Kttle farther, juft beyond his* 
reach* He then tried to ftop it with his 
iiatj-and after feveral fruidefs attempts at 
laft was fuccefsful. Seeing it was a clean 
whitq fheet, and his oeconomical father 
^ haying been accuftomed to turn every 
thing to account in his houfe-keeping, the 
boy carried the paper to him, in hopes. 
of being; patted and called ^ good' child. 
The fathef, opening the folded Ihect to ex- 
amine what it was, was afbonifhed to find 
the very.fecurity he had given to the lord 
of the hill : it was torn from top to bot- 
tom, ahd there flood written below— 

* Received in full.' , ^ 

F 6 At 
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At this fight Dobbins was deeply a^ 
fcfted : he cried out in a tranlpott of joy^ 

* Rejoice, nfiy dear wife, and you my little 

* ones be joyful; he has ktn us, our kind 

* bcncfadtor has heard our thankfgiving j 

* he hovered over us unfeen, and knows 

* his debtor to be a man of his word. I 
' am quit and free from my^ obfigacion ^ 
< now let us return home with gladnefs in 

* our hearts/ The parents and children 
went on, fhedding tears of gratitude and 
joy, till at lad: they came up to the wag* 
gon ; but Mrs, Dobbins had an earaefir 
defire to pay her kinsfolk a vifit: flic 
wifhed to fhame the unfeeling niggards 
by the diiplay of her flourifhing eftate, 
ibr the account of her hufband had raifed 
her gall agaii^ft the whole tribe ; fo, in- 
ftcad of turning back, they rolled chearfully 
down the mountain in the waggon, and 
by evening arrived in the village. They 
ftapped at the fame farm-houfe out of 
which Dobbins had been thruft three 
year& before* This time he knocked 

boldly. 



NUMBER. NIP. log 

boldly^ and enquired for the maften 
But a ftrange perfon came to the door^ 
who was not of his wife's kindred. Of 
him Dobbins learned that 'the rich rela* 
tions were all diflodged from the village. 
One had become bankrupt ; another was 
^dead; a third had removed^ and their 
place was no where found among the 
people. Dobbins, with his train, ipent 
the night with the hofpitable farmer, 
who gave him and his wife a fuller 
account of every thing that had hap- 
pened to their coufins. Next day they 
returned home. Dobbins went on, in* 
creafing ia riches and catde, and, under 
die Uefling attendant on honeft induftry, 
flouri/hed all the days of his life. 
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THOUGH the favourite of the Gnome 
had been fcrupuloufly careful tt> conceal 
the real origin of his good fortune^ leii 
other folicitants Ihould teize his jiatroii 
by innportunate applications of the fame 
kind, th^ affair, neyerthelefs, at laft be- 
came the country's talks for when the 
hufband's fecret hovers betweeh the wife'* 
Hps, the flighted gale will blow it away^ a« 
cafy as a foap-bubble ffom the bowl of a 
tobacco-pipe. Mrs. Dobbins cOfrnnunicaO^ 
cd it to a difcreet neighbour j fhe to her 
goflip, the village barber — and he of courfe 
to all his cuftomersi fo it was noifed 
abroad in the -vUlage^ and, afterwards 
through the whole parilh. At the enco\i- 
raging tale the broken houfe-keepers, the 
idlers^ and the Spendthrifts pricked up their 

' carsi 
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cars ; they rqpaircd'iri troops to the moun^ 
tain, inlblcntly invoking and iitiportuning 
the Gnom«< They Were joined by gold^ 
finders and gypfies, vho croflcd the moun- 
tairi> dug holes in eVery likely ipot, in 
hopes of finding the coj^r of dollars* 
Number-Nip let them darry on their <^* 
rations without moleftationj as diinking it 
hardly worth Ms: while* to be ferioufly an- 
gry witfi fuch vagabonds : forpetimes he 
would amufe himfelf by caufing a blue 
fiame to daAce. about in the night, and 
when the lurkers would run eagerly amj 
throw their'hatis and wigs upon it, he would 
let them d^ up ft-omthe place large pots, 
feemingly full of goldj.which they carried 
faonae in gre^t triumph, and kept nine 
days without (aying a word> or touching 
it;. but wh«i diey came, at the end of this 
tcnh> to examine the prize, they found 
^'only filth 'aiid ftench, or pbtftierds and 
pebbles*, Nererdjcletfe they went on with 
Mheir idle feacch,* and caufcd frefh diftun- 
-banfcc- Atlat the fpirit grew angry, and 

bufFetod 
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buffeted the worthkfs crew Out of his 
domains by fevere hail-ftorms^ and be- 
came fo fretful that no wanderer ventured 
upon the mountain without apprebenfion ; 
fcarce any efcaped without a fcour^ng> 
and the name Number-Nip had no 
more been heard in the mountain fince 
the memory of man* 

One day, -^as the ^irit lay balking by 
the hedge of his garden, he efpied, walk- 
ing along in great uhconcem, a female 
figure, whole Angularity and accompani^ 
mcnts arrefled his whole attention. She 
had a child at the breaft, another rode on 
her back, a third fhe led by the han<^ 
and a fourth carried an empty bafket widi^ 
a rake, for fhe was come for a bafket of 
leaves for her cattle ^t home. *Truly a 
* mother,* thinks Number-Nip, • mufl be 
« a kind affedtionate creature ^ fee how 
*' fhe drags herfelf along widi her load of ^ 
< four children, and over and above at- 
' tends to her houfhold bufinefs, and aU 
^ witjiout a murmur :. this is id £iich bu^ 

* ing 
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* ing the raptures of love at an high 

* price !* Thefe refle£tions put him inta 
great good humoiir> and he felt an incli-' 
nation to converfe with the traveller; She 
fet down her children upon the turf, andi 
began to flrip die leaves from off the 
bulhes, but the little ones, feeling the time 
pafs heavy, began to iquall unmercifully. 
The mother immediately quitted what Ihc 
was about, played and toyed with the chil-* 
dren, took them up in her arms, dandled 
and toffed them till (he had lulled them 
afleep, and then Ihe returned to her worlc^ 
Soon after the flies bit the litde fleepers, 
and they began their tune anew : the mo-* 
ther, notwithftanding, (hewed no Rgjti of 
impatience. She ran to the wood to ga-' 
dier blaclc-berries and bilberries ; having' 
diftributed them among the oldeft, (he put 
die youngeft to her bre^. This maternal 

•method of proceeding delighted the Gnome 
exceedingly. But the fqualler, he that 
had rode upon his modier's back, was 
hot to be appeafed: he was an obftinate 

capricious 
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capricious chM^ threw away the bilber- 
ries that the afFedionate mother gave him, 
crying all the while as if be had been. 
Ipitted. This was too much" for her pa- 
tience 5 fo fhe called out, * Number-Nip I 
*. do come, and eat me up this Iqualling 
*' child.' That moment the fpirit appeared 
in his collier's fhape, and, ftepping up to 
the woman, faid, ' Here am I, what is thy 

* will?' This apparition threw her into 
great conftemation ; but^ as fhe was none 
of your nervous hyfterical damfels, flie foon 
coUedted her fpirits : and taking courage 
fhe replied, ^ I called tbee only to ftill the. 

* children, and now they have done cry**. 

* ing I have no further occafion for thee, 
*. but am, neverthelefs, obliged for thy 

* good will/ ' Doft thou not know/ re- 
turned the Gnome, * that no^ one takes 

* fuch a liberty here, without paying dear 

^ for his rafhnefs ? I will take thee at thy • 

* word : give me the child that cried, and 

* I will eat him up ; I have not met with 
^ fiich a tender morfei this nnany a day/ 

On 
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On this he ftretched out his iootj arms 
towards the infant. 

As a brood hen, awsre of the hawk 
hovering high over head in the air, or' 
alanned at an attack from the wanton 
^aniel in the court-yard, firlt warns her 
chickens by anxious chuckling to rctircf 
mto the ftrong hold of the pen, then raifcs 
her feathers, Ipreads her wings, and pre- 
pares for an unequal combat with the 
ftronger fde-^fo our intrepid mother darted 
her clinched fill, quick as lightening, into 
the collier's beard, refolutely exclaiming, 
< Monfter J thou flialt firft tear rfie mo-i 
' ther's heart out of this body, before thou 
^ robbeft me of my child !' Number-Nip 
was not prepared for Co refolute an aflault ;, 
he ftarted back as if afraid : indeed he had 
never met with foTOugh an experiment in 
the whole courfe of his ftudy of mankind. 

* There is no occafion to put thyfelf in a 

* paffion,' faid he, with a friendly fmile, 
*^ I am no cannibal, as thou imagineft, nei- 

* ther will I do thee or thy children the 

Meaft 
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' Icaft harm j but give me the Iqualler, I 

' have taken a fancy to the brat. I will 

* fupport him like a lord; he fliall be 

* cloathed in filk and fattin ; I will brbg 

* him up to be a fine fellow, and he Ihall 

* be able to aflift his father and brothers 

* hereafter -r-Afk me five pounds for him, 

* and thou fhalt be paid the money/ 

* Ha! fo the child pleafes thee, does 

* he ? Aye, truly ht is a cherub of a child 5 

* I would not fell this boy for all the mo- 

* ney upon earth/ 

* Fool ! haft thou not three children be- 

* fi^es ? Are they not enough to load 
« and plague thee ? Thou muft labour hard 

* to maintain them, and I fee they will 

* not fuffer thee to reft by day or by 

* night/ 

* This is very true— but I am their 

* mother — I muft do my duty by them. 

* Children bring forrow and troublp, but 

* they bring much comfort alfo.* 

* Comfort indeed ! to load thyfelf 

* with the bundles every day-^to fwaddle 

^them^ 
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' thcm> to keep them clean, to be fubjeft 
' to all their filth and fcreaming,^ > 

* Truly, Sir, you are but little acquainted 
' with a mother's feelings ; a fingle friend- 

* ly look, the fweet fmiles and lining of 
' the little innocents repay all labour 
' and trouble— Look now at this little an- 

* gel here, how he clings to me> the 
' coaxer ! Now he is po longer the fame 
' boy that cried and fcrcamed fo — Ah, 
^ that I had an hundred hands to tofi 
' and carry you, and to labour for you, 
' ye pretty d^iflmgs T 

^ So then 1 has thy hu/band no hands 
« to work ?' 

^ Hands! yes he has hands indeed! 
' (tirring hands too, 33 I feel fomc- 
^ times/ 

' How! can thy hufb^nd find in his 

* lieart to lift an arm againft thee ? againft 
' fuch a wife ? — ^^But PU break his bones, 
' tbe tyrant I the aflaffin !* 

* Then, m footh, you'll have plenty of 
^ bones to break, if every huA>and that 

* lays 
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^ lays hands upon his wife is to have hii 
** bones iufFer for it. The men are a 

* naughty tribe j therefore, fays the pro- 

* verb. After marriage comes forrow, — 
^.but I muft e'en fubmit to it, fince I 

* once have vowed to take it for better 
' and worfe/ 

* That is indeed true ; but if thou wert 
' fure the men were a naughty tribe be- 

* forehand, it was but a foolilh bargain 
' to take orie fw better and for worfe.' 

* Perhaps it-was ; but Stephen was a briffc 
** handfome wild young man, with a good 

* trade ; as for me, I was biit a poor fim- 
^ pie girl, without a farthing for my por- 
^ tion. So he came to nne and gave me 
' a dollar earneft, and the bargain was 

* ftruck. Afterwards, indeed, he took 

* away the dollar, but I have the^ wild 
' man left ftill/ 

The fpirit fmiledt ' But perhaps it is 

* thou that makeft him wild by thy per- 
^ verfenefa.^ 

< Oh 1 he h?s long fince driven that de- 

* vil 
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* vil cut of me. But Stephen is clofe- 
^ fifted. When I afk him for fix-pence, 
'"tie blufters in the houfe, worfc than you 
' do at times in the mountain. Then he 
' cafts my poverty in my teeth, and I 
' muft needs hold my tongue. Had I 

* but brought him a portion, I ihould 
' cafily know how to ftop his mouth.* 

' What is thy hufband's trade ?' 

^ He is a glaffman : he earns his bread 

* hardly enough. The poor flave is oblig- 
' ed to carry an heavy burden quite from 
' Bohemia hither every year ; if he breaks 

* a glafs by the way, truly wife and chil- 
' dren muft pay for it; but lb ve*s blows 
' break no bones/ 

'And thou canft love the man, that 

* plays the game 'of wedloek fo foully 
^ with thee ?' 

* Why not? Is he not the father of my 

* children? they^ will make all good again, 
^ and reward us well to boot, when they 

* once grow up.* 

* Poor confolation} I doubt children, for- 

' footh, 
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* footh, never fail to return niighty thanks 
' for their parents care and trouble I Thy 
^ boys will fqueeze the laft farthing out 
' of thy pocket, when the emperor prefies 
^ them for foldiers, and fends them far 
^ away beyond Hungary, to be Ilaughtered 
•« by the Turks.\ 

' That ^ves me fmall concern : if they 
^ are killed they will die in the fervicc 
•* of their king and country; but they 

* may bring home prize-money, and com-: 

* fort their aged parents.' 

Thefpiritnow renewed his propofalsfor 
the boy; but the mother difilained to re- 
jtuyi him any anfwer i fhe raked up the 
leaves, and fhiffed them into the baflcet, 
on the top of which fhe tied the Iktle 
iqualler fail by his ieading-ftrifigs ; and 
Number-Nip turned away, as if he was 
departing about his bulinefs ; but the wo- 
maq, finding the burden too he^try to lift, 
called him back; 'I called you once/ 
faid fhe, ' and you came; be fb good as 
^ come again, and help me up with this 

' loads 
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* load; and if you will do me any fiifther 

* &vour, give the boy that pleafes you a 

* Whitfuntide-gift, to buy him a couple 

* of cakes. His father comes to-morrow, 

* and fee will bring us fome white bread 

* out of Bohemia.' Thfc fpirit ahfwered^ 

* I will help thee up with thy burden with 

* all my heart; but unlefs thou, wilt give 

* mc up the boy entirely, he? Ihall have 

* no gift from me/ ^ It is well,' replied 
the woman, and went her way. 

The farther flie went, the heavier grew 
the baikct : ftie at laft almoft fainted under 
the load, and was forced to breathe every 
ten fteps. This feemed extremely odd; 
!t made her fuipedt all was hot right; 
Ihe imagined Number-Nip had ferved her 
fome trick ; fo Ihe fet th-e bafket on the 
next done, and turned it topfy-turvy, in 
order to examine if he had not flipped 
fome ftones into it unawares: nothing, 
however, but leaves fell out, and not a 
fingle ftone ; fhe therefore filled it again 
only half, and fcraped as nuiriy leaves into 

Vol. IL G her 



U2 LEGENDS CONCERNING 

liCF apron as it would hold. But the bur- 
den foon became too heavy for her again ; 
ihc was obliged to empty it once more: 
all this much ftirprifed the good woman, 
fer Ihe was ftrong, and had been uiibd 
to carry huge burdens k^* fodder, with- 
out feeling any fiich difficulty^ Neverthe- 
lefs fhe arranged every thing at home, 
jaded as (he was ; ftie put the leaves be- . 
fore the goat and the young kids, gave 
the children dieir fupper, laid them to 
fleep, faid her evening prayers, and went 
to reft with a light and contented heart. 

The dawn of day, and the wakeful 
fuckling, who impatiently demanded his 
breakfaft, roufed the induftrious houfe- 
wife out of a found nap, to Her daily la- 
bours. She firft went, as ufual, to the 
goat-houfe with her milking-pai!. But 
what a fliocking fight ! the poor old milch 
goat lay along ftifF, and ftretched out at 
all-fours. On examination it appeared 
that fhe was ftone dead. The kids roll- 
ed their eyes frightfully in their fockets j 

their 
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their tongues hung out at their mouths, 
and violent convulfion fits fhewed that 
they were wringing with death. A mifliap 
like this had never befallen the good wife 
(ince fhe began houfekeepingi fhe funk 
down, quite overpowered widi grief, on a 
bundle of ftraw, holding her apron be- 
fore her face, for fhe could not bea,r to 
look at the poor creatures' dying ftrug- 
gles. At laft fhe exclaimed, with a pro- 
found figh, ^ Unfortunate woman that I 

* am ! what fhalLI do now ? and what will 

* my four hufband fay when he comes 

* home ? Alas ! God's bleffing has now • 
' forfaken me forever in this world !' The 
fame inflant fhe condemned her heart for 
the profane thought. — ^ If the poor catde 

* be all the bieffing God has given thee* 

* in this world, what is Stephen, and Vhat 
' are day children?' — She blulhed deep 
for her rafhnefs— * Farewell all the riches 

* in the world,' thought fhe, * flill thou 

* hall thy hufband and thy four children, 

* The fountain of milk for the poor fuck- 

G 2 ^ ^ ling 
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^ ling is not dried up, and, for the other 
-^ three, there is water in the well. Sup- 
^ pofe Stephen Ihould make a quarrel of 
•* it, and give thee a few hard blows, what 
-* is that but a paffing feud j and the fky;, 
-* as every body knows, wlllour now and 

*^ then in the happieft mardages. My 

• heart acquits nae of any fault; I have 
^ been guilty of no -negleft. Harveft is 
^ coming on apace; I can then go areap^ 

* ing: and .in winter I will fpintill thp 
^ hour of midnight ; a goat will be to be 
•^ got 4bme way or other; and when I 
^ have a goat onoe, luds wiU come of 
-* themfdves/ 

Thefe refle&ions revived htr drooping 
-fpirits. She wiped away her tears, and 
►4>n lifting tg) her eyes (he was aware of a 
leaf at her /efet, that glittered as bright as 
inrgin gold. She picked it up, and be- 
hold it -was heavy like gold. She arofe 
jnmbly, hurried to her neighbour the 
Jewefs, and with great eagernefs Ihewed 
gier the wiqdfaU. The Jewels declared it 

:was 
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was pure gold, and, after a little haggling^ 
gave her in exchange two heavy dollars 
down upon the table. All her Ibrrow was^ 
now forgotten. The poor woman hat! 
never fo abounded in fteriing coin In all 
her life. She ran to the bake-houfe, and 
bought puffs and cakes for the children^ 
and a pig's puddingy, which fhe put by to 
drefe for Stephen,, when he fhould come 
hungry and tired off his journey in the 
evening. How did the children jump 
and cling to their joyful mother, as flie 
began to fervc fb uncommon a brcakfafi: 
among them ! She gave a free indulgence 
to the maternal pleafure of feeding the 
hungry crew. Her next care was to re- 
move the cattle (which fhe fuppofed had 
, been killed by a witch) widi the inten- 
tion of concealing this domeftic calamity 
from her hufband as long as fhe could. 
But how was fhe aftonifhed, on looking^ 
accidentally into the feeding-trough, to fee 
a whole, heap of golden leaves glittering 
G ;i in 
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in it! Had fhe been acquainted with 
the popular tales of the Greeks, fhe wculd 
eafily have fallen upon the idea, that- her 
poor cattle had died of king Midas's indi- 
geftion. An idea of the kind adually did 
come acrofs her imagination, and fhe im- 
mediately whetted her cafe-knife, opened 
the goat'^ carcafe, and found in the fto- 
mach a piece of gold as large as a wal- 
nut, and fo in propor^on in the ftomachs 
of the kids. 

She now faw no end to her riches ; but, in 
taking poffcflion of them ffie took poflcf- 
fion of the heavy cares attending them ; fhe 
became uneafy and fearful : fhe had a palpi- 
tation at her heart — hefitated whether fhe 
fhould lock up her treafure in the chefl„ or 
bury it in the cellar. She was alarmed for 
fear of thieves. She firmly refolved, how- 
ever, not to let the furly Stephen know 
all at once> very juftly apprehending . 
he would be inftigated by the daemon of 
avarice to take all the mammon to him- 
fcif, and let her and the children perilh 

with 
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with hunger. She confidcrcd long hc>w 
ihe Ihould moft prudently go to work i buc 
could come to no determination. , 

The parilh prieft was the patron and 
defender of all maltreated wives. Eidier 
out of pure goodnefs of heart, or frojn a 
natural partiality, he paid due refpeft to the 
female as to the weaker veflel, and would not 
allow hufbands given to fifty-cufts to abufc 
his daughter confefTors; and never failed 
to lay a fevere penance upon the boifterous 
family tyrants whenever complaints were 
made to him. In the cafe of Stephen, he 
had never (pared the magic fifh-liver of 
penaince, in hopes of fnnoking the evil 
4>irit out of the bed-chamber, for the be- 
nefit of the poor wife*. She therefore 

betook 

* And the angel faid aixto Tobias* touching the 
heart and the liver, * If an evil fpirit trouble any, we 
mud make a fmoak thereof before the man or woman, 
tnd the party fhall be no more vexed.* Tobit, vi. 7.— 
The tranflator quotes this verfe, not only to explain 
the author's allufion, but to remind an age in which 
G 4 ' the 
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betook herfelf in her prefent difficulty to the 
tender-hearted watchman of fouls, and gave 
him a faithful account of her adventure 
with Number-Nip, in- what manner he had 
holpen her to great riches, and her anxiety 
how to difpofe of it; and then Ihe authen- 
ticated the ftory, by producing the^ whole 
ftock ofgold, which fhe 'had brought witli 
her by way of documents The prieft fell to 
eroding himfelf with great earneftnefs ai 
this extraordinary occurrence, though he 
was all the while fincerely rejoiced at the 
good fortune of the poor womaa: he then 
began to pull his night-cap backwards and 
forwards, in order to ftart fom^ lucky con- 
trivance for fecuring to her the poffeffion 
of her money, without raifing an hue and 
cry about the way in which fhe came by 

the Bible is read neither with fo much afixduity nor 
devotion as in the golden dojfs of good ^ueen Be/s, of a 
fcriptural recipe, that may be as ufeful in many mo- 
dern families, as it proved in that of the gallant and 
adventurous Tobias. 



Iti 
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it; as alfo for keeping It out of the tena- 
cious clutches of Stephen. 

After a long paufe of deliberation, he 
ipoke in this manner : ' Hearken to me, 
' my daughter, I have thought of a fcheme 

* for managing the whole matter. Weigh 

* out all thy gold to me, that I may keep 

* it faithfully for thee : then I will write a 

* letter in Italian, which fhaU. run in this 
' manner — that thy brother, who went 
'abroad feveral years ago, had failed for 

* the Eaft Indies in the Venetian fervice, 
' and that he died there, having firft made 
•a will, .leaving thee all. his property, 

* under condition that the parfon o£ the 
' parifli fliould - be . thy ; truftce, that it 

* might -be . for thy; ufe^ alone, and that of 

* no other perfonv I do not defire fee or 
' recompence for myfelfi. only confider 
' that thou art indebted to the lupplica- 

* tions of holy mother church for the blef- 

* fing Heaven has Ihowered down upon thy 
' head; therefore prefent our chancel with 

* a rich furpUce for mafs.' This fcheme 

G s exceedingly 
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exceedingly pleafed his cKerttj fhe chear* 
fully promifed the donation : the pricft 
confcientioufly weighed die gold in her 
{jrefence to a fcruple, and put it into die 
church coffer, when his Ipiritual daughter 
quitted him with a light and joyfbl heart. 

Number-Nip was a patron of the fair 
fex, as well as the good village prieft, how-- 
iever with this difference, that the latter re- 
Ipefted the fex in general, becaufe, as he 
faid, the Holy Virgin belonged to it, with^ 
but ever fhewing any foch partiality to 
individuals as might afford the totiguc of 
fcandal an opportunity of throwing dif* 
credit upon his good name 5 whereas thtf* 
former thoroughly hated the whole ikxy 
oh account of one girl who had outwitted 
him, though his caprice fbmetimes induced 
him to take an individual under his pro- 
teftion, and to render her effential fervices^ 
He was difplcafed with the favagie Stephen, 
in proportion as he had been captivated 
)by the behaviour and fentiments of his pa* 
lient wife } he therefore had aftrongmcli- 

**<J "' natioa . 



N U M B E R . N I p. 131 

nation to take vengeance upon him for 
her iake^ to play him fome trick that 
fliould bring him to fhame> and thereby 
make him fb tame^ that his wife might fee 
her toe on his eye at pleailire. For diis 
purpole he (addled the nimble eaftem wind> 
mounced^ and galiopped away over kifl and 
dale, fcounng Mke a fai^r on the Icout 
all the high and crols roads leading to Bo« 
hernia: wherever he was aware of a tra- 
veller with a burden^ tie was at his heels 
in an inftant^ and examined his pack with 
die fcrupuloufnefe of a tide-waiter, Ludc-- 
ily there paffed aloi^ no tramper with 
glals wares>, otherwife he would furely 
have be^n well trounced, without the final- 
left chance of retribution, even though he 
had ^lot been die man Number-Nip was 
on the look-out for. 

With meafures fb well concerted the 
heavy-laden Stephen had no chance of ef- 
caping. In the afternoon, a fine raufcular 
feUow, with an huge pack upon Ms 
fiK>uldprs, came boldly ftriding along. As 
>'*• '.. G 6 foon 

*' • ' r 
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foon. as the poftilion on the eaft wind 
caught a glance of him, he jumped for joy 
that his prey was now in his hands, and 
prepared to ftrike a mafterly blow. : The 
panting Stephen had nearly climbed the 
hills the laft afcent only remained, and 
then he had down hill all the way home ; 
he therefore niuftered up his ftrength to 
make the laft effort; but the hill was 
fteep, and the burden heavy. Accordingly 
he was forced to reft oftener than once be- 
fore he gained the top, propping the crate 
each ^?me upon his knotty crab-ftick, in 
order to eafe its opprcffive weight, and wip- 
ing away the big drops of fweat that broke 
out from his forehead. By an exertion 
of his laft remaining vigour he reached the 
iummit, and now a fmooth even path led 
to die defcent. In the middle of the way 
there lay a fe-tjee that had been lately 
fawed, clofe by the path, part of the bole 
ftood upright as an arrow, and level at the 
top as a table. Round it ther^ giew a 
'luxuriant bed of dark -green grafs. ThQ 

refting:* 
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refting-place fo tempted the weary glafs- 
maiij that he immediately fct his crate 
upon the upright log, and ftretched him- 
felf along on the fhady fide among the 
luxuriant grafs. Here he began to con- 
fider what profit this burden would pro- 
duce : upon an exadt calculation he f >uad 
that if he ipent not a fingle penny at home, 
but made -the induftrious hand of his wife 
provide the family with food and cloaths, 
he ihould juft be able to buy an afs at 
Smiedberg fair, and lay in a cargo of 
goods. The idea of transferring the load 
from his own back to Dapple's, and walk- 
ing at his eaie befide, fb delighted his fan* 
cy at this moment, when his Ihoulders 
were raw and fore, that he could not help 
carrying on his agreeable reverie. * Now 

* when once I have the afs,' thinks he, 
' I (hall foon convert it into an horfe ; and 

* when I have got the nag fnug in the 

* ftable, an acre of ground to grow oats 

* for provender will come in courfe. One 
f acre will foon grow to two, two to four, 

* till 
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* till I get an hide in tinne, and then a good 

* farm> and then poor Jane fliall have x 

* new gown.' 

He had not got quite fo far with hi$ 
projefts, as to ipurn the grand vizier's 
^ daughter, like his prcdeeeflbr Alnafchar, 
when Number-Nip fent forth his roaring 
whirlwind, and overfet the log with fuch 
violence, that aB the brittle contents of the 
feafket were broken into a thousand frag- 
ments. This was a rfiunder-ftroke to poor 
Stephen, whole cars were at the &me 
inftant faluted by a loud horfe-laugh. at a 
diftance, if it was not fancy, or die -echo 
of the crafli of broken glafs : he gueffcd it 
was fome fairy's prank> for the violent guft 
«f wind had the appearance txf Ibmething 
fbpernatural, and when he came to look 
carefully about him, log and branches had 
all difappearcd; he had no difficulty in 
guefSng who was the author of the mif^ 
xrhief. * Scoundrel Number-Nip f he 
cried, * thou envious and wicked ^rite I 

* Wfeat have I done^ that Aou Ihouldft 

^ fnatch 
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* fiiatch my morfel of bread from 1117 
' mouth, the hard-earned fruk of my fweat 
^ and toil ? Alas ! ruined man that I am 

* for ever !' He then omdcrwent a furious 
iparoxyfiTi of rage, and poured out adf the 
abufe he was matter of againft the fpirit 
of die mountain.: * Villain ! fcoundrel ! 
' now thou haft tal^en away all I hare in 
' the world, come awd throtde me/ In- 
deed, at that inftam, he had no more 
value for his life dian for one of his 
broken glafles. Number-Nip, however^ 
was no more to befeen or heard. 

The bankrupt Stephen unlefs he 
rhofe to carry his crate empty home> 
was feih to fet about picking up the frag- 
ments, in order to exchan.ge them for a 
couple of beer-glafles, at the glafs-houfe^ 
towards raifing a new &ock. Melancholy 
as a merchant whofe fhip, with every thing 
on board J, has been fwallowcd by the gneedy 
ocean, he began to defcend the mountain^ 
with a thoufand difmal ideas^ mingled 
however with various Jpeculadons^^ia what 

manner 
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manner he might fet on foot his trade 
again. Among other things, hb wife's 
goats came acrofs his imagination ; but ihe 
lovqji them almoft as well as her children^ 
^nS>by fair means he knew there was no 
poffibility of inducing her to part with them. : 
after mature deliberation, he therefore* fixed 
upon the following piece of knavery — not 
to give any intimation of -his misfortune at 
home, not even to return thither by day, 
but to Ileal about midnrghtinto the houfe, 
drive the goats to Smiedberg market, and 
lay out the money they would fetch in frefh 
glafs ware ; and on his return to call his 
wife to a fl:ri6t account, and feign veher 
ment anger for her negligence, in fuffcr- 
ing the cattle to be flolen while he wa$ 
away. 

With this' well-ccMxcerted fcheme, the 
unfortunate colleftor of fragnrients conceal-- 
ed himfelf in a copfe near the village, in 
longing expeftation of the hour of mid^- 
night, that he might rob himfelf. When it 
ftnick tivelve he fet out on his thief s er- 

randj. 
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rand, climbs over the low paflage-door, 
opens it within, and creeps foftly, under the 
pangs of a guilty confcience, to the goat- 
houfe, for he was apprehenlive his wife 
would catch him as he was executing his 
felonious defign. Contrary to cuftom, he 
found the goat-houfe door wide open, a 
circumftance which agreeably difappointed 
him, for he difcovered in this negledt fome 
pretence to, varnifli his own undertaking. 
But in the goat-houfe allr-was void and 
empty, he could not grope out any thing 
that had the breath of life in its noftrils, 
neither goat nor kid. In his firft alarm, 
he conceived that he had been anticipated 
by a more dexterous thief, for misfortunes, 
he remembered, feldom come fingle. He 
funk down difpirited upon the ftraw, and 
gave himfelf entirely up to fullen for- 
row, on the failure of this laudable attempt 
to fet on foot his trade again. 

Jane on her return from the prieft had 
induftrioufly put her houfe in readinefs to 
receive her hufhand with a fawury meal, 

to 
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to which fhe had invited the fpiritual pro- 
tedlor of the fex, who had promifed ta 
bring a can of table wine j intending to give 
Stephen, when the good chear had warm- 
ed his heart, an account of his wife's wind- 
fall, and to explain the conditions accord- 
ing to which he Ihould be allowed to par- 
take. Towards evening Ihe looked repeat- 
edly from the window, then in her impa- 
tience ran out beyond the village^ ftood 
on tip-toe^ and lifted up her floe-black 
eyes towards the road in great anxiety, on 
account of his long delay : as night ad« 
ranced flie was extreme^ alarmed ^ her 
fears and appnehenfioos fbllowecf her to- 
lled, and expelled all thoughts of fupper 
out of her head. Not a wink of fleep' 
clofed her tear-iwoln eyes till momii^,, 
when file fell into a refllefi (luoiber. Pogt 
Stephen in the goat-houfe did not feel a 
whit more comfortable ; in his fadnefs of 
heart, and for want of reft, he thought the 
flight would never be at an end : he was. 
&) low aad creil- fallen, that he could not 

find 
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find in his heart to knock at his own door* 
At length, however, he ftole out, rapped 
very gently, and in a faint-hearted Voice 
whifpered, * Pray rjfe, dear wife, and open. 

* the door to thy hulband/ Jane no 
fooncr heard the found of his voice, thar> 
up file ftarted, like a nimble roe, unfaf- 
tened the door, and joyfitlly clafped her 
huft>and in her arms ; birt he returned her 
heart-felt carefles with great coldnefs, and 
having fet down his baffcet, threw himfelf^ 
in a fk of fuBennefs, along the bench. 
His forrowful figure and countenance 
pierced his overjoyed wke to the heart. 

* What grieves thee, my dear Stephen ? 

* what is the matter with thee ? art thou 
' not well?' He made no reply to her 
affeffcionate enquiry, but by fighs and 
groans. She foon, however, drew from 
him the caufe of his grief, for adverfity 
having foftened his heart, he could not any 
longer conceal the fatal accident from his 
tender-hearted confort. Hearing that 
Number-Nip had pra^ftifed this unlucky 

prank^ 
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prank, (he . immediately gueffed the kind 
intention of the (pirit, and could not re- 
frain from buriling out into a loud laugh — a 
liberty which Stephen would have feverely 
rcfented in his more manful mood. But 
now he fufFered her unfeafonable levity to 
pafs unchaftifed, and only enquired anx>- 
oufly after the goat and kids.. This tick- 
led his wife's diaphragm ftill more, for 
Ihe perceived the careful houfe-keeper had 
been prying into every corner. * What 

* doft thou trouble thyfelf about my cat- 
^ tie for ?' faid (he ;. * thou haft not. yet 

* made the leaft enquiry after the poor 

* children,. The creatures are yonder in. 
^ the pafture, and' in no danger of running 

* away. As for Number-Nip*^ prank, do 
' not. take diat fo much to heart, wlip 

* knows how foon he or another may 

* make u& rich amends ?* * Aye, thou 

* mayeft wait long enough for that,' laid 
the difheartened hulband. * Little looked 

* for often comes at laft,' retorted the 
merry-hearted* wifc^- ' Do not.* dcfpair, 

« Stephen,., 
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^ Stephen, though thou haft no glaf^ and 

* 1 no goat, yet we hzvc four fine children, 
^^ and four ftout arms to maintain them 
** and ourfelves j this is all our wealth/ 

* Then Lord ha;^e mercy upon us V 
cried Stephen, in abfolute defpondency; 

* if Ae cattle are gone, ^go and drown 

* the four brats, for to maintain them is 
^ what I cannot pretend to do/ — 'Why 

* then I will/ rejoined Jane. . 

At thefe words the friendly father eon-* 
fefibr came in. He had liftened without, 
.and overheard the whole dialogue j fo he 
took up the word, read Stephen a long 
iermon upon the text, ' Money is the 

* root of aU evil / and after he had fuffi- 
ciendy inctilcated the law, he {>roc]aimed 
the golpel of the rich inheritance of his 
wife ', drew the Italian icttcr out of his 
pocket, and interpreted to him, that the 
j>arfon for the time being was appointed 

executor of the will, and that he had al« 
ready fafely received the legacy of his de- 
j>arted brother-in-latv. 

§ Stephen r^ 
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Stephen ftood up all the while as ftupid 
and aukward as a Chinefe idol ; he could 
do nothing but nod his head from time to 
time, when, on mentioning the high 

AND MIGHTY REPUBtIC OF VENICE, the 

prieft refpeftfuUy took off his hat. When 
he was become a litde more mailer of his 
thoughts, he eagerly embraced his faithful 
wife, and made her a fecond deciaradon 
of love, not lefs warm than the firfl: j and, 
though it now ^ofc from very different 
motives, Jane received it with equal kind- 
nefs. From this moment Stephen became 
the mod pliant of hufbands, a tender fa- 
ther to his children, and withal a regular 
induftrious houfekeepcr, for idlencfs had 
never been his failing. 

The honeft prieft exchanged the gold 
by degrees for fterling money, and pur- 
chafed a large farm, on which Stephen 
and Jane lived all their lives. The fur- 
plus he lent at intereft, and managed the 
capital of his ghoftly daughter as confci- 
cntioufly as if it had been the church- 
money. 



N U M B E R . N I p. 143 

money, for which fervicc he received no 
other recompence but the furplice : Jane 
caufed this badge of ecclefiaftical pomp 
to be made fo rich and fumptuous, that 
no archbifhop need have been afliamed to 
wear it. 

The afFeflionate mother, in her old age, 
had great joy from her cliildren. Num- 
ber-Nip's favourite became a brave fel- 
low, and pradifed the virtuous lefTons fhe 
diftated, in the unlettered integrity of her 
heart. 



LEGEND v; 



AFTER the Gnome had beftowed his 
liberal dower on mother Joan, he appear- 
ed no more for a long time. The common 
people amufed themfelves with abfurd 
ftories, which the fancy of old houfe- 
wives, in winter evenings, fpun out as long 
X an4 
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and as flcnder as the thread from their dis- 
taffs i but they were all idle inventions, and 
ferved but to pafs the time. And, as for 
one perfon really poflcffed there arc an 
hundred Lukinses, an hundred fana- 
tics for one truly infplred, and an hundred 
dreamers for one gifted with genuine fe- 
cond fight— fo, for one authentic anec- 
dote, there has ever gone about the neigh- 
bourliood of the Giant-mountains an hun- 
dred lying reports, among the vulgar, 
concerning Number-Nip. It was the 
Countefs Cecilia, Voltaire's contemporary 
and pupil, for whom the laft interview 
with the Ipirit, in our days, was referved; 
it took place juft before he dived, for 
the laft time, into the world below. 

This lady, charged with all the fafhion- 
able aches and pains which the effeminate 
daughters of Teuto owe to the French 
kitchen and manners, was on a journey, 
with two healthy blooming daughters, to 
Carlfbad, The mother was fo impatient 
to try the virtues pf the fpring, and the 
. . daughters 
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daughters to enjoy the company^ the dan« 
ces, concerts and diverfions of the place^ 
that they travelled day and night with* 
out (topping to repofe. It fo happen* 
cd that they entered the Giant-mountains 
juft at the edge of night. It was one 
of thofe ferene fummer evenmgs whea 
not a breath of air is ftirring ; die noc- 
turnal Iky was thick befet with fparkling 
fpars; the bright crefcent, whofc milky 
light relieved the fwarthy fhades of the 
1(^ pines, and a thoufand phofphoreicent 
in(e£ts that (ported among the bulhes, con« 
(pired, like fo many moving Iparks of 
fire, to illuminate one of the foftcft 
fcenes of nature, though the company in 
the coach enjoyed it but faintly 5—- fcr the 
eafy motion of the carriage, as it went 
fte^y up hill, had lulled mama intO' a 
gentle flumber -, and the daughters, as well 
as Mrs. Abigail, had each fqueezed into a 
corner, and were likewife dozing. But 
the wakeful John, who was mounted up- 
on the lofty watch-tower of the coach- 
box, felt no inclination to fleep : all the 
VouII. H ' ftofiet 
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ftories of Number-Nip, which he had for- 
merly devoured with fuch eager.atteation^ 
came mfliing at once into his mind, now 
he was travcrfing the ftage where thefi 
adventures had happened ; and be could 
have wilhed with all his foul never to 
have heard a fyllable about the matter. 
Ah ! how did he now long for the 
fnug fecurity of Brcflaw^ where no Ipirit 
eafily ventures! From time to time he 
caft a timid look on trvcry fide 5: often 
fweepiog, with his half-clofed cye$, tfee 
two-and-durty points of the compafs id 
lels than a minute's dmc. When he.eipieci 
any fufpScious appeanmce^ a cold- fl^ud^^ 
der ran down his iKurk, and his hairs grew 
ftiff Hkc bfiftles. He fcmietimes wotdd 
4:omntunicate his appreherifions to his bro^ 
dier poftilion, and afk with great eipotioii 
j£ nothing walked now in the mountain i 
and akhough the poitilion cnfured his 
fafoty by a deep driver*^like oatfa^ yet bh 
heart ftiU miigave him* 

After a long paufe in the coni^er^i-* 

tion. 
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don, the poftilion flopped the horfes, 
muttered fomcwhat between his teeth, and 
then went on again — dien flopped — and & 
feveral times, John, who had now Ihut 
his eyes faft for fear, omened nothing 
good from thefe manoeiwres: peeping up 
cautioufly he faw, to his utter confufion, 
ftalking on about a ftone's throw before 
tlie coach, a jet-black figure, of a fize ex* 
iceeding that 'c£ man, crowned with a 
broad Spanifh tippet; but what was the 
moft fufpicious circuiirflance in ks whole 
appearance, was its being without an 
head. If the coach halted, die figure alfo 
halted ; and when the poftUion drove on, 
it proceeded alfo,— ^* Meffmate, doft thou 
^ fee any thing ?' cried the cow-hearted 
pilot from the coach-box, in a faultering 
voice and up-ftanding hair. * I do, indeed, 
* fee fomething,' anfwered the other in a 
low tdne j ^ but hulh, hold your tongue, 
^ I am fadly "afraid we fhall mifs^ur wa// 
John fortified himfelf with all the prayers 
he. knew againft evil fpirits : with a long 
H 2 ftring 
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firing of pater-nofters and benedicitcs into 
the bargain, reeking aH the time with a 
cold fweat. And, as a perfon afraid, of 
thunder raifes all the houfe at midnight, 
while the rumbling noife is yet afar off, 
without gathering the leaft courage from 
fociety, fo the faint-hearted coachman was 
impeHed by the fame inftindt to feck the 
vfconfolation of fympathy at leaft from his 
Xlecping miftrcfs ; fo he leaned over, and 
tapped brifkly at the window. The yawn- 
ing Countcfs, out of humour at being dif- 
turbed from fo comfortable a nap, fliarply 
demanded, * Who's there ? what is all that 
^ noife for?'— 'Your honour,* replied John, 
with a trembling voice, ' be fo gpgd as only 
^ juft to lookout at the window j for. Lord 
^ have mercy upon us ! there walks a man 

* without an head clofe befide . us !'— 

* Blockhead as thou art,' replied the Coun- 

* tefs, of what is thy vulgar imagination 
/ dreaming? And if that was the cafe,' 
continued flie in atone of raillery, • a man 
^ without an head is no rarity -, there are 

* * plenty 
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* plenty in Breflaw and other places/ The 
danxfels could not this time rclifh the- 
wit of their honoured mama j their hearts 
palpitated with fear ; they preffcd clofe to 
the old lady, trembling and crying out, 

* Blefs us! there is Number-Nip, the 

* mountain fpirit !' The old lady^ whofe 
theory differed widely from that of her 
daughters concerning the invifible worlds 
and believed in no fpirits but beaux 
e/prits and efprits fortSy fet to chide the 
girls for diefe low-bred prejudices: fhe 
proceeded to prove that all ftories of 
ghofts and apparitions were the abortions 
of a fick imagination; and explained the 
whole from natural appearances. 

Her eloquence wasproceedingfuU gallop,, 
when the black figure, that had difappeared 
for a few moments out of John's view, 
emerged from among the bufhes, and ad- 
vanced towards the road. It was now plain 
to be feen that John's eye had taken a falfe 
meafure— the man on foot had an head as 
well as other people, only he did not wear 
H3 it, 
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xt, according to tiie irfual fafhion, betweerf 
his flioulders^ but carried it under his arm, 
juft as if it had been a hp-dog. . This, 
tnonftrous figure, only diree flrides off, 
excited great conflernation both within 
and without the coach. The young mifles 
and the rnaid^ who did not at other timei 
prefume to make obfervations till the la* 
dies had done, now fcreamed all with one 
confent, and let down the fiik curtain to 
avoid feeing the figure, and hid their 
heads, like the oftrich when it is run down 
by the hunters. Mama clafped her hands 
in filent agony ; and this unphilofophical 
^movement gave room to fuppofc, that fhe 
was filently recanting her confident affer- 
tions concerning the non-exiftence of Ipi- 
rits. John, againft whom the formidable 
.figure in black feemed to be meditating 
•ibme defign, began, in the anguifh of his 
heart, die falutation appointed to be ad- 
dreffed to all good fpirits, 

j^t7gels and Mhifiers 

but. 



€ 



N U M B E R . N I P. 151 

but, before he could fvtzk it out, tfce 
monftcr took his head from under his 
arm, and hurled it at John : it ftruck hiin 
right on the forehead, and the blow wai 
foYevere that he tumbled headlong from 
the box over the fore-wheel, and at the 
ilame inftant the poftilion was ftretched in 
the duft by a fevefe ftroke witha^clubf 
while the phantom uttered tlicfe words 
from the hollow of his breaft, in a iblemn 
tone : * Take that from Number-Nip, 

the warder of the march,' Upon this 
^ ^PflHyN^ moundng the faddle, begaa 
to lall^^pn the horfes up hill and down> 
over?lfl^l^^dftone — fo that between the 
mtt^Mpfi- the wheels and the fnorting of 
the.^idrfes the ladies' Tcreams were en- 
drely drowned. 

^||t^ ^moment the company was enlifiged 
tJy the addition of another perfon i a man on 
horfej^afck pafled very coolly befide the dri- 
ver, without feeming to take thefmalleft no-' 
tice of his wanting an head 5 and then- ht * 
rode on before die coach, as if he had 
H 4 been; 
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been hired for that purpofe. The t)bck 
figure did not fcem to relilh the Ibciety » 
he turned the horfes into another road ; die 
horfeman took the fame: and however 
often the driver changed his courfe, Tic 
could not get rid of his troubkfonie com- 
panion> who followed as faithfully as . if 
he had been tethered to the coach. This 
furprifed him much, elpecially as he re* 
marked that the rider's fteed wanted a 
leg i notwithftanding which the three-foot-* 
ed Rofinante moved very upright, and 
crofTed the ruts without making a &lfe 
ftep. The fwarthy poftilion bj^gan to 
grow a little uneafy : he was apprdienfive 
left his Number-Nip's part would be foon 
over, now the true Number-Nip had him- 
felf entered upon the ftage. 

After fome time the rider turning his 
horfe rode clofe up to the driver, and 
afked, in a voice of confidence, * Whi- 

* ther away, countryman, without an head ?* 
' Whither away ! whither Ihould one go, 

* but, as thou feeft, where one's nofe points ^ 

retorted 



NUMBER-NIP. 153 

#ctoited the poftilion apparidon^ in a voice 
of timid defiance. ' Very well !' replied 
the herleman> * let us fee, comrade, which 

* way thy nofe points/ So faying he 
feized the reins, took the black figure 
by the middle, and dafhed him againfl; 
the ground with fuch force, that every 
bone in his body chattered 1 for the appa- 
rition had flelh and bone, as apparitionsi 
commonly have. The ma(k and drapery 
were prefently fbipped away, and out there 
came a well-proportioned curly-pated fel- 
low, juft of the (hape of an ordinary 
man. The knave finding himfelf deteft- 
ed„ and apprchenfive of the weight of his. 
adverfary's fift — for he doubted not but the 
horfeman was Number-Nip himfelfi whom 
he had ventured to perfonate — furrendered 
at difcrerion,,and begged piteoufly for hia 
Mfc : ^ My good Lord of the Mountain,' 
laid he, ' have compaflion on a. wretch. 

* who has been the fhuttle-cock of for- 

* tune all his days; who could nevei^be 

* what lie would, but was always violently, 

Hf ' thruft: 
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' thruft out of* th^tharadef: he Kad fti# 
« died ; and who, now his exitence is an- 

* nihilated among mcrt,cahnOtey^n figure 

♦ as aghoft/ . '• : 

This- addrefi was -a word in feafon. The 
Jpirit.was as much enraged widi his rival, 
as whikmvking Philip with' the falfe Se-^ 
bafti^^^H* the Czar- Boris wich the monk 
Geiflca, :who afted the falfe Demetrius; 
In imitat«Mi of the Hirfohberg mode ot 
adminifteririg juftice, he would have pro^ 
ceeded to inftant execution, if his curiofity 
had not been excited to learn the adven- 
tures of the malk. * Get up, comrade/ 
he laid, * and do as thou art bid/ lie 
then, having firft drawn out his horfc's 
fourth leg from between his ribs, made 
up to the coach-door, and opened it, with, 
an Intentioii of faluting the company. 

But the infide of the carriage was ftill 
as the grave i terror had fo violendy agi- 
sted the ladies' nervous fyftem, that the 
§)irits had' taken flielter, one and all, from 
Che external organs of fenfe, behind the 

countcrfcarp 
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countericarp of the ventricks of the heart;' 
whatever had life within the coach, from 
tJie right honourable lady to the lady V 
maid, lay in a deep Iwoon. The horfe- 
man, however, was at no lofs what to do 
in the cafe; he fetched his hat full of 
prater from the rivulet that ran murmur- 
ing along, Iprinkled the faces of the de- 
parted ladies, held a fmelling-bottle to 
their noftrik, rubbed a little of the vola- 
tile fpirit on their temples, and by thefe 
means brought them once more to lifej 
They opened their eyes one after another,*, 
and beheld at the coach-door a well-madcr 
man, of pcrfedtly unfiifpicious appearance,, 
whofe fervices foon gained their confidence. 
' I am very forry, ladies,' laid he, addref- 
fing them very jpolitely, ^ that you fliould 
^ have luffered fuch an infult within my 

* jurifdidion, from a rafcal in difguife/ 
^ who no doubt intended to rob you V 

* but you are now perfeftly fafe : I ant 
^ Lord Giantdale; allow me to attenti 
^ you to my houle, which is but a little? 

H 6 *^ way 
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* way off/ The Countcfs found this a 
very feafonable invitation ; fhe accepted. 
it with joy: Curly-pate was ordered to 
drive on, and obeyed with fearful offi- 
cioufnefs. In order to give the ladies 
time to recover from their fright, the cava- 
lier joined the poftilion, direfting him to 
turn firft to the right and then to the left. 
Meanwhile he remarked, very juftl^, that 
the horfeman every now and then would 
call to him fome of the bats that were 
humming about, and give them fecret 
orders, a renniark that added not a httle to 
his apprehenfions.' 

In ^bout an hour a light appeared at a 
diftance, then two, and laftly four; then 
came up four hunters with lighted torches^ 
itfhoj as they faid, had been anxioufly feek* 
ing their mailer, and feemed glad to have 
met with him. The Countefs by this 
time had recovered her equilibrium, and 
finding her^lf out of danger, (be thought 
Clf honeft J^hn, and began to feel con-^ 
ccmed for hi| fate« She conamuaicated 

' her 
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her fears to her proteftor, who immediate- 
ly difpatched two of his huntfmen to feek 
the pair of overthrown comrades, and 
give them proper afliftance. In a Ihort 
time the coach rolled under the dulky arch 
of a caftle-gate into a fpacious court, and 
ftopped before a (lately manfion that was. 
illuminated throughout. The cavalier po« 
litely offered the Countefs his arm, and led. 
her into the drawing-room, where he in* 
troduced her to a numerous company. 
The young ladies were much diftrcffed at 
the idea of appearing among fuch a iplen- 
did circle in their travelling drels. 

After the firft mutual teftimoijies of po- 
litenefs, the company fell into a number 
gf little groupes, fome fitting down to play, 
^d others amufmg themfelves with con- 
verlation. The adventure was warmly 
difcuffed, and, as ^nerally happens in the 
relation of paft dangers, it was wrought 
up into a litde epic, in which mama would 
willingly have afligned to herfelf the cha- 
raftcr of heroine,[^if Ihe could have reafoned 

away 
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away tHfe rmelliftg-feotde <>f tkt attentive 
Korfemart, and- its e^^s. Not long after 
tkeir arrival tfi* f)oIite hoft- introduced a 
perfoni who came, he faid, jiift as fea- 
Ibnably as if he had been calfed in on 
pwpofe : this was a phyfician, who !«>• 
mediately began to make enquiries con- 
cerning theXoimtefi's and the young k- 
(fees' ftat?e of heaWi j felt their pulifes, and^ 
witii a fignificant countenance ftarted' a 
number of luipicious fymptbms. Though* 
the old kdy, all things confidered, found 
herfelf as well as before the accident, the 
idea of dai'xger gave her great alarmi for, 
in Ipite of all her aches, flie was as much 
attached to her crazy carcafe as one com^ 
monfy is to an old coat, which h Co eafy 
that you lay it afide rchiftantly, though it hm 
threadbare. By the phyfician's prefcrip-'' 
tion flie Iwallowed hrge dofcs of febrifuge 
powders; and the ' buiom - girls mufl: 
perforce follow the example of' their anx- 
ious niother. By too ready compliance 
patients make rigid dbftors. • The* Mood- 
\ ' •• a thirfty 
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thirftjr TheophrafttJS now ihfifted oh talc-' 
ing fomt t>loodj a^^dy in default; of his 
^J de camp Ac fiiFgeon,*drci«' otfll hiSMrd 
ribband, and the Countefs yielded^^ichotit 
t-eluftance to this ' boaftfed prdirvativc 
ftgainft" all 'difagf^c^ble effisfts of teri-or j 
nor would A^vhave i-tfftfbdjSf fcisdqfnwicis 
for the (scvinty ^ her^> health bad' tifoi td 
A dyfler. ii^pil^ he dSd^nOft ttcoititnend 
this heroic application^ it certainly would 
have reduced the balHfiil nnifies to defpc^' 
ration; for nothing .fhort. of the doiftorfg 
eloquence and the mother*^ authority-coutd 
oyercome their fear of th€^fted::*iiqdiu)f 
the fl^w> and bring them to fet Aftir foots 
into the warnn water/ The rofy tyfeph'oC 
the mother, and the "p^irph halfkiPi of 
health from the veins of the daugliters^ 
BOW trickled apace into the fSter bofon; 
Abigail's turn came next rand' though fli^ 
vowed fhe was fo terrified at the fight of 
blood, that the fmalleft -prick with ai needle 
generally threw her iktohyfterics, the inex- 
orablie^phyrician wOuld hearken to 4)0 pro«J 

teftationsj 
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teftations i fo he barbaroufly ftrippcd the 
ftocking from the maiden's taper leg, and 
treated her with as much care and (kill as 
her betters. 

Scarce was this c)iirurgical operation 
performed, when fupper was announced i 
a flimptitous feaft was ferved up. The 
fide-tables were deeorated with plate 
up to the very cornice : a noble concert, 
fiom the neighbouring apartment, helped 
ihe guefts down with the exquifite ragouts 
and generous wines. After the diihes 
were removed, the major-domo arranged 
the party-coloured deflcrt, confifting o£ 
rocks and mountains of fweetmeats, and 
gum tragacanth. The puerile wit of 
the confe6tioner, which can much more 
readily fatisfy the palate or the eye than 
the underftanding, had reprefented the 
Countefs's adventure in little wax figures, 
fuch as are often fcen to parade on the 
tables of the great. The Countefs did 
not fail to obferve the coftly entertain- 
ment in iUept admiration. She turned to, 

the 
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the gentleman next her in the blue rib- 
band^ who, according to his own account, 
was a Bohemian nobleman, and eagerly 
enquired what was the occafion of the great 
feaft celebrated here to-day ; and was in- 
formed, 'there was nothing extraordinary ;' 
' it was only a focial meal for a party of 
' old acquaintance, who had met here by 
* accident.* She was much furprized, es- 
pecially as ihe had never heard a word of 
the rich and hofpitable Lord of Giantdale, 
. either in Breflaw or any other place ; and 
however carefully (he called to mind the 
pedigrees of peers and nobles, of which 
ihe had laid up an ample ftock in her me- 
mory, (he could not recoUeft any fuch ti- 
de. She attempted to get from the hoft 
himfelf a folution of her difficulty j but he 
evaded her enquiries fo adroidy, that (he 
coiAd never come to clofe quarters with 
him upon the fubjedt. He purpofely broke 
off the genealogical thread, and drew the 
converfation towards the airy regions of 
the ^iritual world. Among people that 

can 
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Can be entertained widi the comnMMi rurt 
of ghoft and apparition iloriesy it (cldonrr 
happens that the parry is foon broken up > 
nor is there ever fek any want of Ipeakera 
on this copious fvbjc&y or oFan attentive 
audience. 

A well-fed canon was able to relate 
many furprifing ftories of Number-Nip : 
the truth of them was eagerly combated^ 
and as eagerly lupportcd. The Countels, 
who found herfelf juft in her element 
whenever Ihe could afRime the didafiic 
tone, and march finth in battle array 
^gainll prejudices, placed herfelf at the 
head of the philofophical party, and dread- 
fully embarraffed, by her fcepricifin, a pa- 
ralytic privy counfcllor, who had nothing 
pliant about him but his tongue, and who 
took upon himfelf to be the attorney ge- 
neral of Number-Nip- * My own ftory,' 
continued the lady, * is an evident proof 
^ that every thing reported of that cele- 

* brated fpirit is an empty dream. I>id 

* he hold his abode in the mountains here, 

•' and 
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* and had he the noble qualities afcribed 

* to him by idle ftory-tellers, he would 
f oever iave fufFered a rafcal to moltft us 
I at the expence of his . own reput?.tion, 

* But, poor ideal Ipirit! how could he 
' fave his honour ?— And had it not been 

* for the generous afSftance of my Lord 

* Giantdale, the audacious villain might 
•/ . have executed his defign againft us, with- 

^ out lett or Impediment.' The majfter 
of the houfe had hitherto taken but an in- 
confiderable fliare in thefe phiiofophical 
debates : he now engaged in the conver- 
fation, and obferved, that the Countefs ha(J 
entirely depopulated the world of fpirits ;— 
/ The whole creation of ^ncy has vanifhed 
.*• before your arguments, like a mift from 
^ before the riling fun. You have in par,- 
.':dcular ably ihewn the non-exiftence of 
•• the ancient iiihabitant of thefe regions, 
j' and his advocate, the privy counfellor, 

* has been quite filenced. Yet I think 
/. a k\f objeftions might be urged ?igaihft 

* your iaft obfcrvation. How if the . fit- 
« •• * bulous 
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' bulous fpirithad really a fliare in rcfcuing 

* you from the hands of the robber in dif- 
' guife? How if my fairy neighbour, when 

* he undertook to bring you into a place 
' of fafety, had chofen to affume my ap* 
^ pearance, in order to avoid giving you 

* any alarm ? And fuppofe I fhould tell 

* you, that I have not ftirred a ftcp from 

* this good company, as, being mafter of 

* the houfe, I could not in common po- 

* litenefs to-night? — that you were brought 

* to my refidencc by a ftrangcr, who is 

* now no where to be found? — lathis 

* manner then it were poflible that the 

* neighbouring Ipirit had a6haallyiaved his 

* honour ; and hence it would follow, that 
^ he is not the mere creature of the brain 
« that you would make him.' 

This addrefs a little difconcerted the 
philofophical Countefs j her fair daughters 
lad down their knives in evident confterna- 
tion, and then looked ftedfeftly at their 
hoft, in order to read in his eyes whether 
«his was faid in jcft, or ferioufly intended. 

A ftrifter 
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A ftrifter examination of the problem was 
precluded, by the arrival of the recovered 
fervant and poftilion: of whom the latter 
teftified no lefs joy at the fight of his four 
horfes in the liable, than the former on 
being fhewn into the dining-room, and 
finding his miftrefs fafe, and in fijch com- 
fortable plight. In the exultation of his 
heart he drew the chief inftrument of the 
mifchiefout of bis pocket, namely, the mon- 
ftrous Saracen's head of the figure in black, 
which had felled him to the ground, as 
cflPeaually as the burfting of a bomb. The 
examination of the head was committed 
to the phyfician. However, without fiib- 
jefting it to his anatomical knife, he in- 
Itandy recognized it for an huge hollowed 
gourd filled with fand and ftones, and work- 
ed up into a very grotefque figure, by the 
addition of a wooden nofe, and a long flax 
beard. 

The company did npt break up till the 
morning wag begining to dawn. The 
ladies were condufted to ftate-beds with 

fupcrb 
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fupefb hangings and delicate counter- 
panes i they had no iboner ftretched them- 
ielyes upon the down,' tliaii a" found fleep 
fell upon thenfi, and the imagination could 
not even work up the terrifying phantoms 
jthat figured in the ghofl: ftories they had 
heard, into a ' puppet- fhew of terrifying 
adreams. It was far in the day when 
mama awaked ; ilhe immediately rang for 
Ler maid, and roufed the young ladies, 
^ho gaped and ftretched, and would fain 
liave tried a nap upon the other check *; 
hdt the Countefs was fo eager to try the 
dealing powers of the Carllbad water, 
that fhe could not be induced, by the moft 
preffing invitation of her *h6fpitable en-, 
'tertainer, to ftop another day, however 
'defirous the mifles were to 'enjoy the ball, 
which he promifed them upon that con- 
dition. They therefore prepared for fetting 
{forward immediately after breakfaft.- In 
their gratitude for die friendly reception 
they had experienced in the caftle! of my 
XiOrd Giantdale, who did not omit to ac- 
company 
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conapftay -diem to the extpemity of his do- 
sBfiaiiitj they tofik their leavcj with a' firm 
f)roianiie to pay their riefpeds to him on 
their retura. 

No foQiier had, the Gno^ie arrived back 
2^ his leaftje^; than he fummoAcd Mr* 
Curly-pate to m exiamjwtion : tliat g^tbr 
smah had been lurnifk?ed with Ipdgiiags in 
a. fubterraiieQus diiiogeooj and he had ipent 
the Bi^t JO fearful expeftaiioa of th^ 
things that ^i^re to qc»ne to pafs. ^ ,Vilt 
' mifcreant !' feid the indignitnt Iprite, as he 
was brought in, "* what Jbould hinder me 

* from trampling tliee. to pieces in .my 
^ ianger, fear attemptirjg in n^y territories a 
^ piece of ViHainy; e^lcwl^tcd to tiuxyw fo 
^ mucli oWqq^y . \3pen my nitte i' . Thy 
' hide, he afHwed, jftiaU pay for thy aqda*- 
'^ e;ity/— * High ind mighty regent of 
f the Giant-mouMaJQs/ anfwered Slyboots, 
yery coolly, ,^ howevfer exclufiye niay.'b't 

* yo^r pretenfions to this, domseb, ,and I 
' by no •mean$ jweiume to queftion. yoyr 
' title^ tell me, I pray, where I may find 

^the 
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* the code of laws which it feems I have 

* unfortunately tranlgreflfcd. It is lureljr 

* due to your nice fenfe of juftice to grant 

* me a fair trial before you condem me.' 
This anfwer, and the flirewd fubter- 

fiige which the prifoner aimed at by his 
quibbling objefUon, and the felf-pojQellion 
with which he ftated it, prognofticated no 
common charadler. In this expe&ation 
the rigorous judge abated Ibmewhat of his 
refentment, and replied, * My laws are no 

* other than thofe which nature has already 

* infcribed on thy heart-r-but, that thou 
' mayeft not complain of being condemned 
' unheard, proceed, and freely confefs 
' who thou art, and what induced thee to 

* come hither to range and riot as a fpec- 
' tre on my mountain. So fliall I judge 
' thee as I find thee/ This the culprit 
was right glad to hear, in hopes, by a faith- 
ful relation of his adventured, to talk away 
the threatened vengeance of the (prite, or 
at leaft t6 mitigate the punifhment. 

* Once,' 
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* Once/ he began, ^ in my early day^, 

* I went by the name of Poor Robin j by 

* the occupation of an honeft purfe-maker 
' in a country town I gained a miferable 
' livelihood; for there is no profefilon 
' that keeps a man fo low as honefty* 

* Although my purfes had a ready fale, 
'• becaufe the report went abroad that they 

* kept money well, the maker having 

* a lucky hand, as being a feventh ion $ 

* yet this idea was contradifted by my own 
^ cafe, for my purfc continued always as 

* empty as a confcientious flromach on a 

* faft-day: and if n\y cuflomers found 

* their gold to keep well in the purfes 

* they bought from me^i neither the lucky 

* hand of the maker, in my opinion, nor 

* die goodnefs of the work, were any 

* way concerned in the matter j I impute 

* the advantage folely to the m*eriak of 

* my purfes, for they were all of leather; 
/ and you muft know, fir, that your 
^ leathern purie always holds money ^er 

* than an open filk purfc. The man th4? » 
Vol. IL I ' fatisfiecf 
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* fatisfied with a leathern purfe k not 

* cafily a Ipcndthrift, but one that, as the 

* faying goes, knows how to keep hispurfe- 

* fixings tight i — now your tranlparent 

* purfes of filk or gold twifl: are never out 
^ of the fingers of your prodigals ; and then 

* what wonder if they run out like a leaky 
^ calk at an hundred holes? and though 

* you pour ever fo much in, fl:ill they will 
^ always be empty. 

* My father earneftly inculcated into 

* all his feven lads this golden jnaxim: 

* Children, whatever you do, do it in 

* eameft. So I drove on my trade with 
^ great zeal and perfeverance, but with- 

* out bettering my condition. There 

* came a dear time, war, trouble, and 
^ counterfeit coin, into the country. My 
^ brother purfe-makcrs thought, Bafe 

* coin, bafe goods ^ but I faid to myfelfi 
^ Honefty is always the befl: policy i lb I 

* parted with true wares for felfe moneyi 
^ laboured hard, till I brought rhyfelf to 
^ the beggar's 'Crutch^ was expelled from 

6 * * the 
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"^ the guild, caft into the debtor's prifon ; 
** and, as my creditors refufed to main- 

* tain me any iongert bamfhed out of the 

* country^ 

* On my pilgrimage to mifery and 

* hunger I was met by one of my old 
^ cuftomcrs, mounted on a ftately fteed: 
' he called out to me in an infuldng tone> 
' Thoy coblerl thou bundle of rags i thou 
** haft, I fee, but half learned thy tfade; 

* thou canft blowup the bladder, and not 
''^ fill it; make the pot, and not cook in it; 

* thou haft fcather, but never a laft ; thou 

* makeft capital purfes, but haft not a fous 
"^ to put in them. Hearken, comrade, 

* replied I, thou haft a wretched aifn, thy 

* arrows none of them hit the mark. 

* Doft thou not know that there are many 

* tWngs in the world that fit, and yet are 

* not together ? manya man hais a ftablc, 
:* and no horfe ; a barn-floor, and no corn to 

* threlh ; a pantry, and no bread ; a cellar, 

* and no beer; andfo, according to the pro- 

* verb, one has the purfe, and another Ae 

I 2 ' gold. 
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* gold. Aye, but they would be better 
** together, quodrhe — if thou wilt come 

* 'prentice to me, I will put the finiflung 
^ hand to thee ; and as thou already under- 

* ftandeft fo well the making of purfcs, 
^ m teach thee how to fill them, fori am 

* a money-maker by trade ; and as both 

* profeflions agree fo well, thofe that carry 
' them on (hould go hand in hand. Very 

* well, faid I, I accept your offer, pro- 
' vided you have the management of a 
^ lawful mint, where money is <x)incd 
^ for the oife of a free city or ibvereign 

* ftate^ but if you coin on your own bot- 

* torn, it is neck-breaking work, and 

* commonly ends at the gallows, and fo 

* I walh my hands of the concern. Faint 
' heart never won fair lady, returned hc^ 

* he that fits by the meat and never helps 

* himfelf, deferves to ftarve. What, 

* pf 'ythee, is the difference whedier thou 

* diefl:byhungeror.offuffcM:ation? Every 

* iaian muft die at laft. — The difference 
' is, intexnipted I> that in the one cafe 

* you 
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' you die like anhoneft man, in the other 

* like a malefaftor. Mferc prejudice ! ex- 

* claimed he : what harm can there be 

* in ftamping a mark upon a bit of me- 

* tal ? Ephraimthc Jew* has ftamped 

* plenty with the fame mark as ours i 

* what is lawful for one man to do, can 

* be no fin in another^ 

* In Ihort the man's way was (6 perfua- 

* five, that I could not help accepting 

* his propofaL I loon became expert at 

* the bufinefs, and, in obedience to my 

* facher^s injunftions, drove it on with ' 

* ipirit while 1 was at it. The making 

* of money I found far more profitable 
^ than the making of purfes. But, while 

* we were going on .with all poflible fuc- 

* cefs, the jealoufy of trade was giwakened.. 

* Ephraim raifed a violent, perfecution 

• The reader may gather from the text, that 
Ephraim had the coinage for fome of the German 
ftates or towns,— 7". 

1 3 « againft 
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' againft his brethren of the craft; the 
' trakor never reftcd till we were detefted ^ 
^ and the trivial circumftance that wc 

* were not free of the trade, like n>after 
^ Ephraim, brought tis to be fehtcnccd 

* to hard labour at the fortifications for 

* li'fe. 

* Here I lived fome years> after the 
' rules of the order of the penitential bro- 

* therhood; till a good angel, who hap* 

* pened to crofs the country in order to 

* fet all (lout healthy prifoncrs free, open* 

* ed the pri^gn-door to me. This good 

* angel was no other than a recruiting of- 
' ficer, who called me to the nobler vo- 

* cation of fighting for my fovereign, in- . 

* (lead of trundling wheel-barrows in hia 

* fervice. I was happy in the exchange : 

* I relblved to become a foldier in earneft,, 

* was always foremoft in the affaulr, and 

* in cafe of a retreat the nimblenefs of my 

* heels prevented the enemy from ever 
' overtaking me. Fortune now itemed to 

* fmile : I was foon advanced to the head 
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of a troop of horfe, and was in great 
hopes of higher promotion. But being 
one day lent out a foraging, I followed 
my orders with fuch fcriqjulous punftu- 
ality, that I emptied not only granaries, 
and barns, but the chefts and coffers 
both of houfes and churches that fell in 
my beat. Unluckily it was a friend's 
country, fb it occafioned a great outcry 
Malicious people went fo far as to call it 
a marauding expedition. I was brought 
to a court-martialj and fentenced to 
run the gauntlet through a lane of fif- 
teen hundred men. Having thus beeit 
difcharged from the honourable profef- 
fion in which I had hoped to make my 
fortune, I could now tliink of no refource 
but to return to my firft occupation. 
But I had neither money to purchafe 
a ftock of leather, nor inclinatbn to 
work. As I liippofed myfclf to have 
an undoubted property in my old goods>. 
feeing I 'had fold them below their va- 
lue^ I refolved to r<?cover them, and 
I 4 ^ that 
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* that without dilpute or altercation ; and 

* though they were now a little the worft 

* for the wear, they would in fome mea- 
' fure nnake up my lofs. So I began to 

* found people^s pockets; and judging 

* every purfe I could feel to be one of 

* my own manufafture, I condemned 

* them for lawful prizes. Thus I had> 
' mcM-eover, an opportunity of recovering 

* a good part of my own money, for, 

* although it had been cried down, it 
' pafled as current as ever. My occupa- 

* tion throve for a time ; I vifited mar- 

* kcts and fairs in divers capacities, fome- 

* times as a cavalier, fometimes as a mcr- 

* chant, fometimes as a gipfey, I had ftu- 

* died my part fo well, and my hand was 

* become fo nimble and certain, that 
' I never made a falfe gripe. This 

* mode of life lliited me exceedingly r 1 

* found myfelf in good iM-ead, and re- 

* folved to go on ; but the caprice of my 
' ftars never fufFered me to be what 1 

* wifhcd. One Frankfort fair I fell in 

* love 
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•*lbvc with a rich com-feftor's Rurfe,. 
*• which was a&big with gold as its own- 
^cr\ belly with greafc. But, from the 
'helplefihefs of the weighty bag, my 
*' gripe failed 4 I was catched in the faft> . 
*^ fccurcd,; and brought to trial,, under the- 
^ odious charader of a cut-purfe, though I , 
*' by no means dcfcrved the tide in a dif- 
^ honourable fenfe.^ L had formerly, in* 
** truth, .cut.purfes.enoughy.but I-never cut . 
'^ away, any man'i money-bag, as the accu- 
*' fation::ran^ but all thatj had taken came > 
" into my. hand ^ of their own accord, as . 
«' if diey^-were. returning to their rightful. 

* owner; Thefe diftindtions, however juft:,^ 
'availedime nothing r I was fet in the 
'* flocks,, and: my ill ftars decreed that I . 
*' Ihould be. a fecond. time fentenced to be 
*' flogged ' out of my flarion. !> , however, , 

* watched my opportunity,. flipped qui- 
'*etly out-of prifbn^^and fo waved the 

* troublefome ceremony., 

^' L was noW' quite undetermined ' to » 

*• what I fhould. betake myfclf to ward > 

Ll * off 
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' ofF hunger^ — I failed in my very attempt: 
' to become a beggar. For fcarce had 

* I affumed that charafter, when the po- 

* lice in Leignitz took me under its wing,. 

* and, under the officious pretext of pro- 
' viding for me, forced me to an occupa-' 

* tion that went againft my heart. With 

* fome hazard and difficulty I efcaped' 

* from this- rigid jurifdiftion, which takes^' 

* upon it to keep the whole world in pu- 
' pilage ; for my rule has at all times been^' 
' Ne^er get into a Jcrape with the policed 

* I therefore avoided cities, and roved' 

* about the cotintry, as a citizen of the- 

* world at large. It happened tRaf the' 

* Countefe pafled throu^ the t^ty fi^m-' 

* let where I had taken tip ttty abode -J 

* Ibmewhat about the coach was brokeft,^' 

* * and muft be mended before the compa- 

* ny could proceed r I joined the idle' 

* crowd, whoiti curlofity collefted to gaper 

* at the flrange gentry, and formed an' 

* acquaintance with' the Iheepifh fenrant,, 

* who,, in the fimplicity of his heart, en-' 

« trufted 
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^ trufted to me his apprtKfcnfions on your 
•" accounts Mr. Number - Nip, as they 
^ Ihould now crofs the mountain in the- 

* night, in confequence of the delay oc- 

* cafioned by the . accident. This fog-* 
' gefted die idea' qf turning to advan-* 
' tage the cowardice of the party, arid* 

* trying my talents in the capacity of an' 

* apparition; I flipped into ItHe dwelling: 

* houfe of my landlord andi patron^ ther 

* parilh clerk, who happened juft then to 

* be abfent.. I firil laid, hold of die bkck 
^ gown, his tobe of office, at thg fame 
^ moment the gouiTd,>that fcrved for the?' 
^ ornament, of > the: eup — board, attradi- 
^' ed my notice.. . Thus accoutred, and" 
^ provided with a fturdy cudgel befide, I 
*' betoolc myfelf to the wood, and there 

* fitted up nmy malk. What ufe I made of 
^ it you already know.. That I fliould' 
^' have happily executed the matter- ftroke 

* of my whole life: but for your inter- 
*' vention, can admit of little doubt; the: 

* giame indeed was already won.. After 

.16' * getriiig 
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' getting rid t{ the two cowardly louts^ 

* my intention was to drive the carriage* 

* deep into the wood : there, withom do- 

* ing the ladies the fmalleft injury, tct 
^ open a litde emporium for the exchange 
^ of the black gown> which, confidering 
' the fervice it had rendered me, was of 

* no trivial value, for the Countefs's purfe 

* and trinkets j and theii, wifhing the 

* company a fafe journey, to take a po^ 

* lite &reweL 

' To fay the truth, fir, my fears fix)m* 

* you were the kaft of my thoughts. The 

* world is arrived at fuch a* pitch of in- 
^ fidd&^j.that one caiuK>t quiet children* 

* now-a-dajrs wirfi your name j and if » 
^ Sunt hearty .like the Countefs*s fervant, 
^ or an. old /woman behind her fpinning* 

* wheel, 4id. not now and ^en taUcof-youy 
*: the world would haiw long .fince loll: al> 
^ j«membrance of fudi a perfonage* I* 

* thou^ whoever chofe might.be Num- 

* ber-Nip : I am now, indeed, better in- 
« formed, and find myfelf in your power. 

' But,. 
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* But, as 1 have furrendered ardifcrttk>ni. 
^ I am in hopes i^at my fincereconfeflloiY 
^ will ibmewhat mitigate- ypur anger. Ifr 

* were a fmall matter,,firx:.to.youto make 

* an honeft man of me. Were you bul 
' to di&[ii(^ me: with a- viaticum out of 
•^ your brewer's copper 57— or pluck me a 
" fcore of floes oirt of your gardcn-hedge;, 

* as you did'4or the hungryr travellerj. 
^ whoi, theugh he bit away one of hi»> 
' teeth at your fruit,, found, all the floes 
*^ metamorphofed into little balls of gold r 
•* — or iTyou wotdd make me a prefent of 
*' one of the eight golden flcittles you hava 

* left, flnce yourg^ve. the ninth to the ftu- 

* dent^ from Prague for. beating you at 
^'bowlfr; — or only" your milk-rpan,* which. 
** change* turds intogoW 5— or, ifl dcferve 
« punifliment, . beat me, , as you., did the 
« flioe-makcr, with a golden rod, and then 
^ give it me a& a memoriaLof the adven- 

* ture, according to the.ftory the lads of 
'' the lafl: tcU of you,- as they fit hammer-^ 
^ ixtg fok&^-^my fortune were made at 

once.. 
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•orrce^ Trulyy 'fir, c6uid yoii but i^ef 

* human neceflities, you would-' ackfiow- 

* ledge it to be a very hard matter fof 

* thofe to be honeft wha are in want oi 
^ all things : when^^ for inftafe©e, you are 

* pinched by huhgery • aJid have not a 

* maravedi in your pocket,, it is an heroid 

* pitch of virtuie to forbear ftcaling a roll' 
^ from the ftock of bread which fomd 
« Crtfefus of a baker ekpofes at 'his win^ 

* dow — for neceffity>. as the proVtrb iays^. 

* has no law/ 

^ Get theegone, vagkbond I"fcxcfe^med. 
the Gnome, when Ciiri^pate had endedy. 
^ as far as feet can carry> thee, and alcend 

* the gallows, the fummit of thy fortune!** 
Upori this he difcharged his prifbrter WftJl^ 
k lufty kick^ — The latter rejdfcedat ef- 
taping fb eafily, and applauded his power^ 
of periuai6on, which, aahe fuppofed, had 
for this time extricated him from a. verf 
ticklifk ^uation,, ' He. made a forced 
march to get out of teadhi of the rigo- 
fous fovereign gf the mountaiu,, and in- 

hi&. 
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its hafte left his black gown bfehiiid himii- 
With all his fpecd, however, it feemed as 
if he nev€^ ftirred' from the fpot; he- 
hadconftantljr the fame landfcape in view,v 
excepting that he had loft fight of the 
cafUe, where he had Beieri confined. Wearjr 
with this continual running round: the* 
feme circle,, he ftretchbd himfelf under the 
fliadow of a tree to take a litde repofe,, 
and wait for fome traveller, who might 
fhew him the wav. Here he fell into a: 
found fleep : when he awaked thick dark- 
iiefs encompafled him on all fides. He re- 
eollefted perfeftly well that he had gond^ 
to fleep tmder an oak-tree,: but he could: 
heai' no whifpering of the wind among the 
leaves,, nor could he perceive any ftar 
twinkling through the boughs, nor th6 
finalleft glimmering of light* He ftarted 
i3p in his firfl alarm>. but an unknown^ 
power held him fkft, and the motion he - 
made produced a noife like Ae rattling; 
of chains : he now perceived that he was 
m irons,; and imagined himfelf to\be in 

Number- 
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lSPumber-Nip'&dominions,^many thoufancf 
fathoms tinder ground, an idea that threw 
him into a violent G^nfternation*- 

In a few hours there was fame ap^ 
pearance of day,. b« the light fhone very^' 
&intlyr through andiron grate itvthe walL 
Without exaftly knowing where he was,^. 
the Cell'didnotfeem-perfefUy new to him;:. 
He was in hopes the. gaoler would corner 
^ him,, but in vain* One tedious hour/ 
fucceade J another ^ hunger and third: tor^^ 
tured. the captive: he began to mal^e» 
noife,^ rattling his chains^, knocking, ag^mft 
the wall^.^ndcrying-'out piteoufly for help ;,: 
he heard human voices near at hand,,but^ 
no perfon would open the door of his cdL. 
At length the gaoler, Jiavii^ armed himftlfi 
with a. prayer againft ghofts, undid, the 
door,, crolfing' himfejf devoutly^ and<ex^- 
orcifing. the devil, who he imagined was. 
making a difhirbance in the empty. gaoL. 
But upon a nearer examination of the for^ 
eery,, he. recognized. his runaway prifoner,, 
the cutrpurfe, and Curlypate at the. fame 

inftant 
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infant fainted his old friend the gaoler of 
Leignitz. It was now evident that Num- 
ber-Nip had taken the advantage of his 
nap to expedite him unperceived to his 
old lodgings: * So> Mr, Curlypate, arc 

* you caught again in your cage ? how 
^ the devil didft thou contrive to^et 
' here, man ?' * Why at the door to be 

* fure/ replied the gaol-bird ,• * I am 

* quite weary of rambling, fo I thought 

* I would e'en return to you for a 
' quiet birth : I am in great hopes you 

* witt be fo good as to allow me my 

* old quarters/ As it was impoflible to 
explain how the prifoner had got back 
into his cell, or who had fattened the irons 
upon him; Curlypate> feeling no de- 
fire to make public his adventure on the 
mountain, continued boldly to maintain 
that he had returned of his own accord, 
as having the gift of going in and out of 
places, however fecured by locks and bolts, 
and putting on or off his fetters at pleafore* 
The rfiagiftrates were moved, by diiS 

leeming, 
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feeming fubmiflion, to forgive him the 
jflogging that was his due ; they only im- 
pofed upon him the taflc of trundling a 
wheel-barrow for the benefit of the ftate, 
till he fliould think proper to flip off his 
irons.— But it has never been reported 
that he has made any ufe of the kind per- 
miffion. 

The Countefs iq the mean time arrived 
fafe, and in good plight, at Carlfbad. The 
firft thing flie did, was to call in the phy- 
fician of the wells, in order to hold a con- 
fultation with him on the ftate of her health> 
and to fettle the plan for taking the waters.. 
It was not long before the once-renown* 
ed Dr. Springsfeld, who would not have 
exchanged the golden fpring of Carlf- 
bad for Pifon,. the river of Paradife, ftcp- 
ped into the apartment : * Good doftor, 

* your fervant,, we are happy to fee you,r 
exclaimed mama and both the mifles, in 
voices of intimacy and friendfhip.. ' YoU' 
f have out-gone us,' continued the form^rj, 

* we fufpeded this to be the cafe at my 

^ Lord 
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* Lord Giantdale's ; but why did not yoxi? 
^ tell us there, you naughty man> that you 

* were the phyfician of the wells ?'— ' Ah L 

* do6tor !' interrupted Mifs Harriet,. * I 

* verily believe you have cut my vein 

* through and through: my foot giveis me 

* fuch pain, that I muft e'en hobble by 
^ the help of a crutch, and am terribly 

* afraid I Ihall not be in a cpndition ta 

* dance this feafon/ The doctor dart- 
ed 'in flirprize, then paufed to confider ;. 
but could not recoiled ever to have feea 
the liadies before. * You muft doubt- 

* leis,' he replied with a limper, ^ miftakc 

* me, ladies, for fome other perfon. I 

* really have not the hqnoiir of being per* 
' Ibnally known to you. My Lord Giant-* 

* dale is not among my acquaintance j zxvi 

* during the feafon I never on any ac-« 

* count ftir from this place/ The Coun- 
tefs wa« at a lols to conceive the mean-i 
ing of the doftor's ftrenxious denial of him-^ 
felf : at laft fhe concluded it muft be with- 
gn intention very contrary to the practice: 
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of his colleagues— to decline his fee for 
the fervices he had rendered them. So- 
flic proceeded with a fmile, * Indeed, 

* dodlor, your delicacy is excefEve j but 
•" it Ihall not prevent me from confidering 

• Hiyfelf as your debtor,, and acknowledg- 

* ing my obligations for the kind afTiflance 

• you have afforded us.' She then forced 
a gold fnufF-box upoa him,, which the 
phyfician, however, would receive: only as 
a fee before^handi and, Icflhe fhouldMif- 
€>b%c a good patient, he no longer con- 
tradidted her. Hfe moreover eafily Iblved 
the riddle to his own fatisfa<9:ion,.by fup- 
pofing the whole family to be itifetStied with 
a Ipeeies ©f vapours, in which, fbange and 
kicomprehenfible fliighte of the imagination 
arc by no means uncomnnton^ — fo he 
prefcribed plenty, of: mild cvacuants. 

Do£bor Springs&kl was none o£ your 
heavy hclplefa phyiicians,. who polfefs no 
other talent for conciliating, their patients- 
hearts, befides praifing their own pills and 
ckjftuaries. He was. well verfed.in. the 

fcCTJCt 
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fccret of exhilarating the Ipirits, by a num- 
ber of little anecdotes ; and could retail 
the news of the day with infinite addrefa. 
In going his round of Fifits, after he had 
parted from the Countels, he recounted in 
every bed-chamber he entered the fingular 
interview with his new patient. The ftory 
improved upon repetition: he fometimes 
bumoroufly reprefented the Countefs as 
difordered, fometimes as a perfon gifted 
with fecond fight The company wcic 
^ager to become acquainted with fo ex- 
traordinary a character ; and the Countefi 
Cecilia became the table-talk of the day* 
The firft time (he made her appearance in 
the rooms^ with her beaudful daughters^ 
all the world crouded to have a fight of 
them. But how were the ladies aftonilhed, 
jto find the whole party here to whom they 
bad been introduced fo lately at the caftle of 
itny Lord Giantdale ! They were firft of all 
Aruck by the Bohemian nobleman in the 
blue ribband, the reverend belly of the 
canon, and the paralytic privy counfeUon 

They 
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They expreiTed their fatisfaftion at being 
faved the aukward ceremony of curtfeying 
4:0 ftrangers, for there was not a finglc 
unknown face in the room. The affable 
old lady addreffcd herfelf firft to one, and 
then to another, calling each by his proper 
name and tide. She talked much of my 
Lord Giantdale, and frequendy referred to 
the converfation they had carried on at his 
hofpitable board ; but was confounded at 
the cold behaviour of a company, which 
but a litde while before had behaved to her 
with fo much cordiality. She very na*- 
turally fell upon the idea, that it was a con- 
certed fcheme^ and that my lord*himfelf 
. would wind up the joke, by unexpedtedly 
making his appearance. However, fhe 
was determined he fhould not enjoy the 
triumph of a victory oydr her fagacity : fo 
fhe pleafandy propofed to the crutch-prop- 
ped privy counfellor, to fet his four legs 
in motion, and ftart the peer from his 
hiding-place. 

... This 
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This converfation, in the opinion of the 
whole company, afforded undeniable evi- 
dence of an overftrained imagination. They 
allexpreflied their compaffion for her fitua- 
tion 5 imanimoudy agreeing that fhe was 
a fenfible woman, without any thing ex- 
travagant in her ideas, except when her 
fancy took the road over the Giant-moun- 
tams. The Countefs on her part, from 
the nodding and winking of the ring of 
critics that furrounded her, foon faw that 
Ihe was eyed with a fhrewd fufpicion of 
her difeafe having Ihifted out of her limbs 
into her head. She thought the beft way 
of removing fo injurious a prejudice was, 
to relate, at length, her adventure upon 
the Silefian borders. She .was heard with 
the attention ufually bellowed upon a tale 
that entertains for a moment, but of which 
not a fyllable is believed. Thus fhe expe- 
rienced the fortune of the prophetefs Caffan- 
dra, to whofe admonitions Apollo had ren- 
dered every Trojan ear deafi as a punifh- 

ment 
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ment for her refbfal to comply, according 
to 3icr agreement, with his amorous wilbes^ 
— * Strange indeed V exclaimed the whole 
company with one voice, at the fame time 
cafting a fignificant glance towards Dr. 
Springsfeldi who fecredy fhrugged up his 
Ihoulders, and vowed in his own mind not 
to difmifs the patient from under his care, 
till the waters Ihould have wafhed every 
trace of the romantic Giant-mountains 
clean out of her imagination. The fpnng 
in the mean time performed all the dodtor 
or the patient expefted from it. The 
Countefs, perceiving that her ftoiy met 
with fmall credit among the Ifraelites of 
Carlfbad, and even rendered the foundneft 
of her underftanding problematical, drop- 
ped die fubjed^ and Dr. Springsfeld did 
not fail to afcribe this happy efFed to the 
water, which had in truth operated in a 
very different, though a no lefs falutary 
manner, by curing the Countefs of her 
gout, and eafing every ache in her joints* 

The 
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The old lady being thus happily re- 
covered, the young ones haying had their 
fill of adnuration, their noftrils being now 
fatiatcd with the incenfe of flattery from 
the fcented beaux, and their linibs tired 
of cotillions and minuets, mother and 
daughters returned with one confent to 
Breflaw. They did not fail to take die 
way of the Giant-mountains, as they 
had promifed to their holpitablc en- 
tertainer in Giantdale, from whom the 
Countefs hoped for -a . fatisfaftory fo- 
lution of the riddle that fo puzzled her^ 
how fhe became acquainted with the com- 
pany at the waters that had afterwards 
behaved with fuch coldnefs j and how the 
whimfical alibi^ that had all the wildnefs 
of a dream, was brought about. But no- 
body could dircdt them to my Lord Giant- 
dale's feat, nor was the name known to a 
foul on either fide the mountains.-— So the 
lady was at length unwillingly convinced 
that the ftranger who had refcued and 
entertained her was no other than Num- 

VoL. IL K ber- 
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ber-Nip, the mountain fpirit, himfelf. She 
owned that he had praftifed the rites of 
hofpitaUty in a very generous manner; 
forgave him his frolic relpefting the Carlf- 
bad company; and from this time for- 
ward fmcerely believed in the exiftence of 
fpirits, though, to avoid the arrows of the 
wits, flie was cautious how Ihe made a 
public declaration of her faith. 

Since his manifeftation to the Countefs 
Cecilia, nothing further has been heard of 
him. He returned to his fubterraneous ftatcs; 
and as the great earthquake that deftroyed 
Lifbon and Guatimala, foon afterwards 
happened, and has fince been continually 
advancing nearer and nearer, fo as lately * 
to threaten the pillars of the Giant-moun- 
tains themfelves, the fpirits of the deep 
have found fo much work below ground, in 
damming the torrents of lava, that they have 
never had leifure to appear on the lurfacc 

• Alluding to the terrible defolation of Calabria, 
&c. by the earthjiiakcs of 1783.— T. 

of 
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of the earth. For if the forebodings of 
defolation in the book entided Chevila 
are not come to pafs, and the feer of Sel- 
lerBeld has proved as falfe a prophet as 
thofe who encouraged king Ahab to go 
up to Ramoth-Gilead J if the north of 
Europe has ftill flood firm upon its old 
foundations j and if his Imperial Majefty 
did not fend out a fleet from Vienna to 
take part in the American war— -we are 
obliged to the vigilant Gnomes for our 
fccurity, which is entirely owing to their 
unwearied labour«u 
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The nymph of the FOUNTAIN. 

AT the diftance of three miles from 
Blackpool, in Swabia, there was 
once fituated a ftrong free-booter's hold: 
it was occupied by a vaKant knight, nam- 
ed Wackerman Owlfinger. Owlfinger 
was die flower of the free-booting erran- 
try, the fcourge of die confederate towns, 
and die terror of all merchants and car- 
riers, who ventured along the high roads 
without purchafing his paflport. The mo- 
ment his vizor .was down, his cuirafs fixed, 
his fword girt about his loins, and his gol- 
den Ipurs tinkled at his heels, his heart 
was Heeled to rapine and blood-lhed. In 
conformity with the prejudices of the ^ge, 
he accounted pillage and plunder among 
the diftinguiflimg privileges of the no- 
bicflc : fo he fell, from time to time, with- 
out 
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odt mercy, upon the defcncelefs traders and 
country people; and being himfelf mufcu- 
lar and ftout, he acknowledged no law but 
the right of the ftronger. At the alarm> 

* Owlfinger is abroad ! Wackerman is at 

* hand !' all Swabia was feized with con- 
fternation; the peafante flocked into the 
fortified towns, and the watchmen upoii 
the towers blew their horns aloud, to give 
warning of the danger^ 

But at home, when he had doffed his 
armour, this dread frce-booter became gen- 
tle as a lamb, holpitablc as an Arab, the 
kindeft of matters, and rfie fondeft of huf- 
bands. His wife was a fofc, amiable 
lady, a perfed pattern of virtue and good 
condud. She loved her huf^and with the 
moft inviolable attachment, and fuperin- 
tendcd her houfehpld with unremitting 
diligence. When Wackerman fallied fordi 
in queft of adventures, it was not her cuf- 
tom ,to fit at the lattice, looking out for 
admirers, jDut ftie fet her hand to the wheel, 
and drew out the flax into a thread fo fine, 
K 3 that 
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that Arachne herfel^ the Lydian fpin- 
ftrefs, need not have been alhamed to 
own it. She had brought her hulband 
two daughters, whom fhe affiduoufly in- 
ftru6ted in the leflbns of piety and virtue. 
In her monaftic retirement nothing dif- 
turbed her peace of mind, except the un- 
juft means by which her hufband acquired 
his wealth. In her heart (he abhorred 
this privilege of robberyj and fhe received 
no fatisfadtion from his prefents of coftly 
ftufFs, interwoven with gold and filver. 
' Of what ufe is the frippery to me, all 

• bedewed as it is witb the tears of the 

* wronged ?* would flie fay to herfelf, as 
fhe toflfed it into her coffer, where it was 
fuffered to lie without further notice.] She 
found fome relief to thefe melancholy re- 
flections in adminiflering confolation to the 
captives, who had fallen into Wackerman's 
clutches : and numbers from time to rimt 
were releafed in confequence of her medi- 
ation! and fhe never failed to furnifh them 

privately 
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privately with a fmall fum to bear their 
expences home. 

At the foot of the eminence on which 
the caftle was featcd a pkntiful fpring 
arofe within a kind of natural grotto, and 
immediately concealed itfelf among .the 
tangled thickets. The fountain-head, ac- 
cording to tradition, was inhabited by a 
nymph of the family of the Naiads, though, 
inftead of that foft Grecian appellation, flie 
paffed here under the name of the Nickfy. 
If report ^ke true, ihe had fometimcs 
been feen, on the eve of important occur- 
rences, in the caftle. Whenever, during her 
hufband's abfence, the noble lady wanted 
to breathe a little frelh air beyond the 
gloomy walls of the manfion, or ftole 
out to exercife her charity in fecret, it was 
her cuftom to repair to this fountain. This 
fpot was her favourite retreat. At the grot- 
to fhe appointed the poor, whom the porter 
had refufed admittance j and here fhe not 
only diftributed among them the remnants 
of her table on fet days, but ftoically re- 
K 4 nounced 
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nounced every idea of delicacy, after the 
example of the holy Elizabeth, who was 
wont to fteep the unfavoury rags of beggars 
in Saint Elizabeth's well, and wring them- 
out with her own royal hands. 

Once, when Wackerman had (allied forth 
with his little troop, to waylay the mer- 
chants coming from Augfpurg fair, he; 
tarried abroad beyond the time he had 
fixed for his return. His affeftionate lady> 
alarmed at his unprecedented delay, ap- 
prehended nothing lefs than that he had 
been flain in the rencounter, or at leaft had 
fallen into the enemy's hand. Hope and 
fear wreftled in her hofcm for feveral days. 
She would often call out to the dwarf 
that kept watch upon the battlements : 

* Look out Hanfel;, towards the wood,, 

* and fee what makes fuch a ruftling 

* among the trees — Hark ! I hear a. 

* trampling of horfes in the valley! — 

* What raifes yonder cloud of duft: ?— • 

* Doft thou efpy Wackerman galloping 

* home?* Hanfel mounfiiUy replied, 

* There 
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^ There is nothing ftirring in the wood— 
* I hear no trampling of horfes in the valley 
.' —I fee no clouds of duft rifing — there 
^ is no nodding of plumes afar off/ She 
repeated thefe enquiries inceffandy^ tUI 
the evening ftar began to twinkle, and the 
&11 moon peeped over the eaftera hills.^ 
Being no longer able to endure her apar&- 
ment, 0ie threw her doak over her 
ihoulders, and ftole out at the private door 
toward the gsove of beeches^ that Ihe 
might purfue her melancholy kieas without 
interruption, befide her favourice foun- 
tain. Her eye was diflblved in tears, and 
her moans harmonized with the meltbg 
murmurs of the rivulet, as it loft itfelf 
among the thick grafs^ 

As Ihe approached the grotto, it feemed 
as if an airy phantom hovered juft within 
the entrance j but flic was too deeply ab- 
lbit>ed in forrow to pay much attentio^P^o 
the vifion ; and a traniitory idea, that it 
was fome illufion of the moon-light, paffed 
half unperceived. acrofs her imagination. 
But on a nearer approach^ a figure in 
K 5 white 
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white was diftinftly feen to move, and to 
beckon her into the grotto. An invo- 
hintary horror fell upon the mournful lady, 
but fhe did not fly back ; fhe only flop- 
ped fhort to take a more diflind: view;. 
The report concerning the inhabitant of 
the fpring, that circulated in the neigh- 
bourhood, had not failed to reach her ears, 
and fhe now recognized the phantom in 
white for the nymph of the fountain. She 
concluded that the apparition denoted 
fome important family event: and her 
huA)and being uppermoft in her thoughts, 
Ihe inflandy began to tear her raven locks, 
and fet up a loud lamentation, ^ Alas, ua- 
' happy day ! Ah, Wackerman, Wacker- 

* man, thou art no more!— -Woe is mc, 
^ diow art cold and flifF! — Thou haft 

* made me a widow, and thy poor chiL- 

* drcn are become orphans !' 

While fhe lamented in this manner, 

wringing her hands and beating her bofom, 

a gende voice was heard to proceed from 

the grotto : ^ Be not afflifted, Matilda ; I do 

8 « not 
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* not come to announce bad tidings : ap- 
^ preach without fear ; I am only a friend 
^ that wilhes to chat with thee/ The ap- 
pearance and addrefs of the Nickfy were fo 
little alarming, that the noble lady did not 
hefitate to comply with the invitation. 
As Ihc ftepped into the grotto, the inha- 
bitant took her kindly by the hand, kilTed 
her forehead, feated herfelf clofe befide 
her, and (pake : * Welcome to my habita- 
^ tion, beloved mortal, whofe heart is 

* pure as the water of my fountain: 

* therefore the invifible powers are all 

* propitious to thee. As for nie, the only 
^ favour I can confer upon thee is to 
^ difclofe the fortunes of thy life. Thy 

* huft>and is fafe : ere the morning cock 
** crows thou Ihalt fold him in thy, arms. 

* Do not be apprehenfive of mourning for 
^ thy huftand, the fpring of thy life fhall 

* be dried up before his. But thou wilt 
' firft beaiia daughter in an eventful hour. 

* The balance of her fate is equally 

* poifed between happinefs and mifery* 

K 6 * The 
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* The ftars are not unpropitious> but an 
' xanfricndly gleam threatens to rob her of 

* a mother's foftering care.' 

The tender-hearted Matilda was deeply 
affected, when Ihe heard that her daugh- 
ter .was to become an infant orphan. She 
was unable to fupprcfs her maternal tears. 
The Naiad, deeply touched by her for- 
row, endeavoured to compofc her mind r 

* Be not afflided beyond mcafure ; when 
^ thou art no longer able to tend thy in- 

* fant, I will myfelf difcharge the mo- 

* ther*s office, on condition, however, that 

* I am chofen for one of her god-mothers, 

* that I may have fome intereft in the 

* babe. Be careful at the fame time that 

* the child, provided thou wilt entruft her 

* to' me, bring me back fafr the baptif* 

* mal gift which I Ihall leave with her.* 
This was no offer to be rejefted : to ra- 
tify the treaty, the Naiad took a fmooth 
pebble out of the rivulet, ani gave it to 
Matilda ; charging her, at the proper iea- 
ion, to lend one of her damfels to throw 

it 
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it into the ibxintain-head, vnhen fbe would 
confider it as a fummons ta attend the 
ceremony. The matron promiled that 
her injun6lion ftiouU be punAually ob- 
ferved, laid all thefe things up in her bearr,^ 
and retvH-ned to the caftle. Her Naiad pa- 
tronefs ftepped into the water, and va- 
niflied* 

Not long afterwards Ae dwarf blew a 
«ierry bkft with his horn from the watch- 
tower'^ smd Wackermaji, with his horfe- 
inen and a rich, booty, entered the court- 
yard* Be^e a year had expired, the virtu- 
ous lady communicated to her lord a difco- 
very, which raifed in his mind the pleafing, 
expedatbn of the arrival of an heir male. 
It coil Matilda much reflcftion, before ibe 
could contrive how tb manage about the 
goflip, for many reafons reftrained her from 
communicating the adventure at the foun- 
tain to her huA)and. About this time it hap- 
pened that Wackerman received a meflage 
of mortal defiance from a kni^t, whom 
he had affronted at a feaft. He loft no 

time 
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time in equipping himfelf and his fquires; 
and when, according to his cuftom, he 
came to bid his wife farewell, juft before 
he mounted, flie eagerly enquired into the 
nature of his defign ; and when, inftead of 
latisfying her, he afFedtionately reproved 
her for her unufual and ill-timed curiofity, 
ftie covered her face, and wept bitterly. 
Her tears melted the knight's generous 
heart; neverthelefs he tore himfelf away, 
and without (hewing any figns of fympa- 
. thy rode brifkly to the place of rendez- 
vous, where, after a fevere conflift, he dif- 
mounted his adverfary, and returned in 
triumph. 

His feithful fpoufe received him with 
open arms: and by endearing converfa- 
tion, and all the artillery of^v female ad- 
drefs, ftrove to extort a communication 
of his late adventure. But he conftantly 
barricadoed every avenue to his heart by 
the bolt of infenfibility, and all her arti- 
fices were uniivailing. Finding that Ihe 
ftill perfifted in her purpofe, he endea- 
voured 
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iroured to abafh her by raillery: *Good 

* grandmother Eve, thy daughters have 

* not degenerated: prying curiofity has 

* continued to be the portion of woman 

* to the prefent day ; not one but would 
' equally have longed for the forbidden 

* fruit.' * I beg your pardon, my dear 

* hufband,' replied the artful dame : ' you 

* are too partial to the ladies ^ there is not 

* a man exifting who has not received his 

* lawful portion of mother Eve's inheri- 

* tancei the whole difference confifts in 

* this, the loving wife neither has, nor is 

* permitted to have, a fecret from her huf- 

* band. Could I find in my heart to con- 
^ ceal any thing from you, I would rifquc 

* a great wager that you would never be 

* at refl till you had drawn the fecret 

* from me.' * And I afTure you, upon 

* my honour,' replied he, ' that your fe- 
' cret Would never give me a moment'? 

* uneafinefs — Nay, you may make the 

* trial, I give you my full confept.' This 
was juJt die ^int to which Matilda de- 
fired 
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fired to bring her hufband : ^ Well then/ 
faid fhcy * you know, my dear, that my 
^ time is faft approaching. Should I pre- 
^ lent yon widi a. healthy child^ you fcall 

* allow me to choofe one of the god- 

* mothers. I defiga this rtBce for a dear 

* fiiend, whom I have locked up in my 

* heart, but with Whom you are akojgether 

* unacquainted. I only defire that you will 

* never prefe me to tell who (he is, 
^ whence Ihe comes, nor where ihe lives. 

* If you promife this, upon your word of 

* honour, and keep fteady to the obliga^ 

* tion, I will confent to lofe the wager, 

* and willingly own that the |irmnefs of 

* imperial man has a right to triumph. 

* over the frailty of our fex.* Wacker- 
man, without fcruple, engaged his honour 
to forbear all enquiry; and Matilda fe- 
credy rejoiced at the fuccefs of her ftra- 
tagem. 

In a few weeks (he was delivered of a 
daughter. The fether would much ra- 
iber have taken a boy into his arms s he 

ncvertheleis 
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pcverthelefe rode about in high Ipirks to* 
invite his friends and neighbours to the 
chriftening. They all appeared on the ap- 
pointed day: and when the lady in the 
ftraw heard the rolling of carriages, the 
neighing of horfes, and the hum of a 
large company, (he called to her out of her 
trufty maids, and charged her, * Take this 

• pebble;, go and throw it behind you> 

• without faying a word> into the foun- 

• tain in the grotto : be careful to do ex* 

• aftly as 1 havt dircftcd you/ — Thewiaid 
p\in£hjally obeyed the injunftion j and be- 
fore fhe returned an unknown lady ftcpped 
into the apartment where the company 
was afTembled, and made her obeifancc 
very gracefully to the knights and dames. 
When the child was brought out, and the 
prieft had gone up to the font, the highclt 
place among the gofTips fell to the 
ftranger, every one relpeftfully making 
way for her. Her beauty, and the grace- 
fulnefk of her demeanour, attrafted every 
eye i and above all the Iplendour of her 

drefs. 
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drefs, which confifted in a flowing gown 
of azure blue filk, with cufFs turned up 
with white fattin ; Ihe was, morever, as 
heavily laden with pearls and jewels as 
my Lady of Loretto on her feaft-day. A 
brilliant fapphir fixed her tranlparent veil, 
which flgwed in eafy folds from the crown 
of the head, over. her Ihoulders, down 
to her heels : and the tip of the veil was 
dripping wet, as if it had been drawn 
through water. 

The unknown lady, by her uncxpefted 
appearance, had fo difarranged the goflips^ 
that they forgot to a(k for inflruftiom 
about the child's name; fb the prieft 
chriftencd it Matilda, after its mother. 
After the ceremony little Matilda was 
carried back to her mother, and the gof- 
fips followed in order to congratulate the 
good lady in the ftraw, and beftow upon 
their god-daughter the accuftomed bap- 
tifmal boon. At fight of the ftranger 
Matilda betrayed fome emotion — She pro- 
bably felt a mixture of pleafure and fur- 
prize. 
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prize, at the pundtuality fhewn by the 
Naiad in the performance of her engage- 
ment. She call a ftolen glance at her huf- 
band, who replied by a fmile, which none 
of the by-ftanders could decypher, and 
afterwards afFefted to take no notice of 
the ftranger. The prefents now engaged 
all the mother's attention: a fhower of 
gold was poured upon the nurfling from 
the liberal hands of its goffips. Laft of 
all, the unknown lady came forward with 
her boon, and much diiappointed the ex- 
pedations of her aflbciates. They looked 
for a prefent of ineftimable value from fo 
Iplendid a perfonage, clpecially when they 
faw her produce, and unfold with great 
care and mcdiod, a filk cafe, which, as it 
turned out, contained nothing but a mulk- 
ball, and that not the precious drug, but 
an imitation, turned in box-wood — This 
ihe laid very gravely upon the CMidle, 
gave the mother a friendly ki& upon the 
forehead, and then quitted the apart- 
ment. 

So 
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So paltry a prefent occafioned a loud 
whifper through the room, and a laugh of 
fcorn fucceedcd.- Several Ihrewd remarks^ 
and fly allufions — for the feftivity ofa chrif- 
tening has in all ages been remarkable for 
its efFedl in brightening the wit — entertained 
the guefts at the expence of the fair ftraa- 
ger. But, as the knight and his lady ob* 
fervcd a myftcrious filence upon the fub^ 
jcdt, both the curious and the voluble were 
obliged to red fatisfied with difkant con- 
jcdurcs. No more was fccn of Ac ftran- 
gcr, nor could any one tell which way flic 
had vaniflied* Wackemian was fecrcdy 
tormented with a longing defire to know 
who the lady with the dripping veil, for {o^ 
for want of a better name, was flie end* 
tied, might be. His tongue, however, was- 
bound by die dread of -giving into a wo- 
man's weakiiefs, and by the inviolable 
fanftity of his knighdy word. Neverthc- 
lefs, in the moment of matrimonial con- 
fidence, the queftion, * Tell me now, my 
^ dear, pray, who was the goflip with dit 

* dripping 
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* dripping veil/ often was ready to bole 
He expefted one day or other a full grati- 
fication of his curiofity by dint of cun- 
ning or carefles, firnily relying upon that 
property of the female heart, in confe- 
quence of which it is as little capable of 
retaining fecrets as a fieve of holding water. 
For this time, however, he was miftaken 
in his calculation. Matilda kept the bridle 
on her tongue, and laid up the riddle in 
her heart with no lefs care than the mulk- 
baU in her cafket of jewels. 

Ere the infant had outgrown the leading- 
ftrings, the nymph's prophecy refpefting 
her afFedlionate mother was fulfilled : fhe 
was taken ill, and died fo Suddenly, that 
Ihe had not even time to think of the 
mufk-ball, much lefs could Ihe dilpofe of 
it for the advantage of little Matilda, ac- 
cording to the directions of her patronefs- 
Wackerman was unfortunately abfcnt, he 
had gone to a tournament at Augfpurg, 
and was on his way homeward as this me- 
lancholy event happened, with his heart 

bounding 
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bounding for joy, on account of a prize he 
had received from the hands of the Em^ 
peror Frederic himfelf. As foon as the 
dwarf on the watch-tower was aware of 
his lord's approach, he blew his horn, .as 
ufual, to announce his arrival to the peo- 
ple in the caftle -, but he did not blow a, 
chearful note, as on former occafions. The 
mournfiil blaft fmote the knight's heart 
fore, and raifed up fad apprehenfions in 
his breaft : * Alas !' he cries, * do you 

* hear thofe doleful founds ? it is more un- 
' grateful to my ears than the fcreech-owVs 
' fcreaming. Hanfel proclaims nothing 
^ good : I fear it is a death's blafl.' The 
fquires were all dumb with apprehenlion : 
they looked their mailer forrowfuUy in the 
face 5 at lafl one took up the word, and 
Ipake, ' There goes a fingle raven croak- 

* ing to our left-hand— Heaven defend us ! 
' for I am afraid there is a corpfe in the 

houfe.' Wackerman upon this clap- 
ped fpurs to his horfe, gallopped over the 
heath till the fparks fled amain. Th<: 

draw- 



c 



OF THE FOUNTAIN. ais 

draw-bridge fell ; he caft an eager look into 
the court-yard, where he beheld the fym-' 
bol of a dead body fet out before the door ; 
it confifted of a lantern crowned with a 
flag of crape, and without light; moreover 
all the window-lhutters were clofed. At 
the fame inftant he heard the lamentation 
of the houfehold, for they had juft placed 
Matilda's cofHn on the bier. At the head 
fate the two elder daughters, all covered 
with crape and frize. They were filendy 
ihedding fliowers of tears over their de- 
parted mother. The little darling was 
leated at the foot ; fhe was as yet incapa- 
ble of feeling her lofs, and fb fhe was em- 
ployed in ftripping, widi childifti uncon- 
cern, the flowers that were ftrewed over 
the dead body. This melancholy fpeftacle 
was too much for Wackerman's firmnefs : 
he began to fob and lament aloud, fell up- 
on the ice-cold corpfe, bedewed die wan 
cheeks with his tears, prefled with his qui- 
vering lips againflthe pale mouth, and gave 
himfelf up without referve to the bitternels 

of 
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of forrow. Having laid up his armour 
in die armoury, he drew his hat deep 
over his eyes, put on a black mourning 
cloak, took his place befide the bier, brood- 
ed over his aiBidion ; and at length con- 
ferred upon his deceafed wife the lafl: ho* 
nours of a folemn funeraL 

It has been remarked by a certain great 
wit, that the moft violent feelings are al- 
ways the fliorteft in their duration. Ac- 
cordingly our widower, bowed as he had 
been to the ground, felt the load of for* 
row grow lighter by degrees, and in a fhort 
time entertained fcrious thoughts of re* 
pairing his lofs by a fecond wife. The lot 
of his choice fell upon a brilk young dam- 
fcl, the very antitype of the gentle Ma- 
tilda. The houfehold of courfe foon put 
en a different form. The new lady delight- 
ed in pomp and parade ; her extravagance 
knew no bounds, and Ihe comported her- 
fclf haughtily towards the domeftics ; fhe 
held banquets and caroufals without num- 
ber i her fruitfulnefs peopled the houfe 

with 
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with a numerous progeny. The daughters 
of the firft marriage were difregarded, and 
they very foon were put away out of fight 
and out of mind. The two elder fitters 
were placed in a nunnery at Blackpool. 
Little Matilda was banifhed to a remote 
corner of the houfe, and placed under the 
fuperintendance of a nurfe, that fhe might 
no more intrude upon her ftep-mother's 
notice. As this vain woman was utterly 
averfe to all houfehold affairs, her want (^ 
economy rofe to fuch a pitch, that the re- 
venues arifing from club-law were inade- 
quate to the expences, although the knight 
ftretched his privilege to the utmoft. My 
lady found herfelf frequently under the 
necefllty of defpoiling the repofitories of 
her predecefTor. She was obliged to bar- 
ter away the rich ftufFs, or furrender them 
upon pawn to the Jews. Happening one 
day to be in great houfehold diftrefs, fke 
rummaged every coffer and drawer for va- 
luables ; in her fearch, fhe ftumbled upon 
a private compartment in an old efcru- 
Vol. II. L toire^ 
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toire, and, to her great joy, among other 
articles, fell upon Matilda*s cafket of 
jewels. Her greedy eye devoured the 
fparkling diamond rings, the ear-pendants, 
bracelets, necklaces, lockets> aiDd the whole 
treafure of trinkets befides. She took an 
accurate inventory of the whole ftock, ex- 
amined article by article, and. calculated 
in idea how much this glorious windfall 
would produce. Among other rarities 
ftie was aware of the wooden mufk-ball ; 
fhe tried to unfcrew it, but it was fwelled 
by the damp. She then poifed it on her 
hand, but finding it as light as an hollow 
nut, fhe concluded it was an empty ring- 
cafe, and toffed it as worthlefs lumber out 
at the window. 

Little Matilda happened to be playing 
with her doll c^n the grafs-plot immediately 
below. Seeing a round body roll ajong 
the turf, fhe threw down her doll, and 
grafped with a child's eagernefs at the new- 
plaything j nor was fhe a whit lefs de- 
ligtued a( thisj than mama ^ the other 

prize. 
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prize. It afforded her amufement for fe- 
veral days ; fhe was fo fond of it, that Ihc 
would not part with it out of her own 
hands. One fultry fummer's noon, nurfe 
carried her charge to the grotto for cool- 
nefs ; the child, after a while, aflced for her 
afternoon's cake ; but the nurfe had for- 
gotten to bring it, and did not choofe to 
be at the trouble of going back quite to 
the houfe : fo, t9 keep the little one quiet, 
Ihe went among the bufhes to pluck an 
handful of blackberries. The child mean- 
while played with the muflc-ball, rolling 
it before her and running after in once fhe 
rolled it a Httle too far, and the child's 
joy, in the flriftefl fenfe, tumbled into the" 
water. Immediately a female, frefh as 
the morning, beautiful as an angel, and 
fmiling like one of the Graces, appeared 
in view. The child ftarted, for at firft (he 
fuppofed it was her ftep-mother, in whofe 
way fhe never came without a beating or 
a fcolding. But the Nymph accofled her 
in the moft engaging terms : ** Be not 
L 2 • afraid. 



^20 T H E N Y M PH 

' afraid, my little dear; I am thy godmam^: 

* come to me : look, here is thy plaything 
Vthat fell into the water.* .The fight of 
.this enticed the • child towards her: the 
Nymph took her up in her arms, preflcd 
her gently to her bofom, kiffed her affec- 
tionately, and bedewed her face with tears. 
' Poor little orphan,* faid Ihe, ' I have 
' promifed to be inftead of a mother to 

* thee, and I will keep my word. Come 

* often here to fee me. Thou wilt always 

* find me in this grotto upon throwing a 

* pebble into the fountain-head. Keep 
' thy mufk-ball with the utmofl: care : be 
' fure, never play with it any mgre, left 

* tiiou lofe it y for fome time or other, it 
' will fulfil three of thy wifiies. When 

* thou art grown a little bigger, Vll tell 
' thee more. At prefent thou wouldft not 
' underftand me.' She gave her much 
good advice befides, fuitable to her tender 
agr, ?nd, above all tilings, enjoined her 
fiience. Soon afterwards the nurfe re- 
lumed, and the Nymph was gone. 
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^ Now-a-daySy fays the proverb, ^ we' 
* have no children left y in old times it was 
' otherwife* Neverthelefs, little Matilda 
was a feniible, intelligent child 5 (he had 
refledlion enough to hold her tongue on- 
the fubjedt of godmama Nickfy. At her 
return to the caftle, (he afked for needle 
and thread, which fhe ufed for the purpofe 
of fewirig the mulk-ball in the lower tuck 
of her frock. All her thoughts were now' 
turned towards the fountain. Whenever 
the weather permitted, ihe propofed a 
walk there : her fuperintendant- could- 
dfeny nothing to the coaxing little maid ; 
and, as (he feemed to inherit this predilec- 
tion, the grotto having always been the fa- 
vourite retreat of her mother, flie gratified 
her wilhes fo much the more chearfuUy^ 
Matilda always contrived feme pretext for 
fending away .nurfe ; no fooner was her 
back fairly turned, than dafli dropped a 
pebble into the fpring, which inftantly 
procured the fly little jade the company of 
her indulgent godmother. In a few re- 
L 5 volutions 
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volutions of the year, the littk orphan at- 
tained the age of puberty: her charms dif^ 
clofed themfelves as the bud of a rofe 
opens its hundred leaves, opens in nio- 
deft dignity amid the many-coloured race 
of vulgar flowers. She bloiTomed indeed 
but in the kitchen-garden j for flie lived 
unnoticed among the fervants : jQle was 
never fuffercd to appear at her mother's 
voluptuous banquets^ but was confined to 
her chamber, where (he employed hcr- 
fclf in needle-work j and at the clofe of 
the day found, in the fociety of the Nymph 
of the fountain, ample compcnfation for 
the noify pleafurcs of which Ihc was de- 
prived. The Naiad was not only her 
companion and confidante, but likewife 
her inftrudrefs in every female accom- 
plilhment j and ihe was ftudious to form 
her exaftly after the pattern of her vir- 
tuous mother. 

One day the Nymph doubled her ten- 
dernefs : flie clafped her charming Matilda 
in her arms, reclined her head upon her 

Ihoulder, 
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fhoulder, and dilplayed fo much melan- 
choly fondnefs, that the young lady could 
not refrain from letting fall fome fympa- 
thifing tears upon her hand^ as llie prefTed 
it in filence againft her lips. The Naiad 
appeared ftill more afflicted at this corre- 
fpondence of feeling: ' Alas ! my child,' 
faid fhe, in a. mournful voice, ^ thou weep- 

* eft, and knoweft not wherefore ; but thy 
^ tears are ominous of thy fate. A fad 

* revolution awaits yon fortrefs upon the 

* hill. Ere the mower whets his fcythe, 

* or the weft wind whittles over the ftub- 

* ble of the wheat field, all fhall be defo- 

* late and forlorn.' When the maidens of 

* the caftle go forth, at the hour of twi- 

* light, to fetch water from my fpring, and 

* return with empty pitchers, then re- 

* member that the calamity is at hand." 

* Preferve caref^rly the muflc-ball, which 
'* will flilfil three of thy wifhes, but do not 

^ fquander away this privilege heedlcfsly. 
^ Fare thee well; we meet no more at this 

* ipot.' She then inftrufted her ward 

L 4 in. 



fta4 THE NYMPH 

in another magic property of her ball^ 
which might be ferviceable to her in time 
of need. At length her tears and fobs 
ftiflcd her voice, and fhe was no more feen. 
One evening, about the feafon of corn har- 
veft, the maids that went cut for water 
returned pale and affrighted, witli their 
pitchers empty i their teeth chattered, and 
every limb quivered as if they were fhaken 
by the fhivering fit of an ague. ^ The 

• lady in white,' they reported, * is fitting 

• befide the well, uttering deep fighs, and 

• wringing her hands in great affliftion/ 
Of this evil omen moft of the fquircs and 
armour-bearers made mock, declaring it to 
be all illufion and women's prate. Cu- 
riofity, however^ carried fcveral out to ex- 
amine whether the report was true or falfc. 
They faw the fame apparition : ncvcrthe- 
Icfs they muttered up courage to approach 
the fountain, but as they came near, the 
phantom was gone- Many interpretations 
were attempted, but no one fell upon the 
true import of the fign i Matilda alone 

was 
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was privy to it; but ftie held her peace^ 
in compliance with the ftrenuous injunc- 
tions of the Naiad. She repaired, dejedt- 
edj to her chamber, where fhe fate alone, in 
fearful expeftation of the things that were 
to come to pafs. 

Wackerman Owlfinger had degenerat- 
ed by this time into a mere woman's tool :' 
he could never, fatisfy his fpendthrift wife 
with enough of robbery and plunder. When 
he was not abroad waylaying travellers, 
fhe prepared a feaft, invited a number of 
bacchanalian comrades, and kept him in a 
continued fit of intoxication, that he might 
not perceive the decay of his houfehokL 
When there was a want of money or pro- 
vilions, Jacob Fugger's broad-wheeled , 
waggons, or the rich bales, of the Vene- 
tians, afforded a never-failing refource. 
Outraged at thefe. continual depredations,, 
the general congrefs of the Swabian^ alli- 
ance determined upon Owlfinger's deflruc- - 
tion, iince remonflrances and admonitions 
were of no avail.. Before he would^bclievc i. 
L 5 they 
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they were in right eameft, the banners of 
the confederates were diiplayed before his 
caftle-gate, and nodiing was left him but 
the refolution to fell his life as dear as pof- 
fible. The guns fhattered the baftions: 
on both fides the crofs-bowmen did their 
utmoft : it hailed bolts and arrows : a 
Ihaft, discharged in a lucklefs moment, 
when Wackerman*s protefting angel had 
ftepped afide, pierced his vizor, and lodged 
deep in his brain. Great difmay fell upon 
his party at the lofs of their undaunted 
leader : the cowardly hoifted a white flag : 
the courageous tore it down again from 
the tower : the enemy concluding, from 
thefe appearances, that difcord and confii* 
fion prevailed within the fort, feized the 
opportunity for making an aflault; they 
clambered over the walls, carried the gates, 
let down the draw-bridge, and fmote every 
living thing that came in their way with 
the edge of the fword : they did not §)are 
ev«n the extravagant wife, the author of 
^ iralaaTxity, ^or hethelplefs €hildren> for 
. the 
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the allies were as much exasperated againfl: 
the free-booting nobility, as the French 
mob againft their feudal feigneurs, fince the 
fall of defpotifm. The caftle was com- 
pletely ranfacked, then fet on fire and le- 
velled with the ground, fo that not one 
(bone was left upon another. 

During the alarm of the fiege, Matilda 
had kept fnug in her garret ; fhe barrica- 
doed the doors in the beft manner Ihe was 
able, and took poft at her little window 
in the roof of the houfe. Having obferved 
the iflue of the affair from this advanta- 
geous, ftation, and finding that bolts and 
bars were not likely to afford her any far* 
ther fecurity, Ihe put on her veil, and then 
turned her mu(k-ball thrice round, at the 
fame tinle repeating the words her friend^ 
the Naiad had taught her : 

Behind me, night, before me, day, ^ 

That none behold my fecret way. 

She now came down Hairs In perfecfl con- 

fidwice, ^nd paifcd unperceived through 

% L6 the 

i 
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the confufion of {laughter. She did not 
quit her paternal refidence without deep 
forrow of heart, which was much aggra- 
vated by her being utterly at a lofs which 
way to take. She haftened from the fcenc 
of carnage and defolation, till her delicate 
feet abfolutely refiifed to fcrve her any 
longer. The falling of night, together- 
with extreme wearinefs, conftrained her to 
take up her lodging at the foot of an oak, 
in the open fields. As foon as fhe had 
feated herfelf on the cold turf, her tears 
began to flow, and fhe made no attempt 
to reftrain them. She turned afide her 
head to take a farewell view, and to 
breathe her laft blefling on the place where 
flie had pafled the years of her childhood. 
As fhe lifted up her eyes, behold, the fky 
appeared all blood red: from this fign 
fee concluded that the refidence of her 
forefathers had become a prey to the 
flames. She turned away her face from 
this horrid ^eftaclc, heartily wifhing for 
the ju)ur when the fparkling flars fhould 

grow 



OF THE FOUNTAIN. aa^ 

grow dim, and die dawn peep from die 
caft. Ere the morning dew had fetded in 
big round tears on the grafs, flie proceed- 
ed on her wandering pilgrimage. She ar- 
rived betimes at a village, where a com- 
paflionate houfewife took her in, and re- 
cruited her ftrength with a flice of bread 
and a bowl of milk. With this woman 
flie bartered her cloaths in exchange for 
meaner apparel, and then joined a com- 
pany of carriers on their way to Aug- 
fpurg. In her forlorn fituation, flie had 
no other refource than to feek a place in 
fome family : but, as this was not the feafon 
for hiring fervants, it was a long time be- 
fore Ihe could find employment. 

Count Conrad of Swabeck, a knight 
of the order of knights templars, chan- 
cellor and champion of the diocefe o£ 
Augfpurg, had a palace in that city> where 
he ufually refided in winter. During his 
abfence Mrs. Gertrude, the houfckeeper, 
bore fovereign fway in the manfion. Mrs, 
Gertrude^ like many othet worthy perfons 

of 



130 T U E K Y M P H 

of her fex and calling, had engrafted the 
failings of art inexorable fcold upon the 
virtue of unremitting induftry. Her fail- 
ing was Co much more notorious through- 
out the city, tlian her virtue, that few fer- 
.vants offered their fervices, and none had 
been able to ftay out their time with her^ 
She raifed fuch an alarm, wherefoever flie 
moved, that the maids dreaded the ratding 
of her keys as much as children do hob- 
goblins. Saucepans and heads fuffered 
alike for her ill-humours ; when no pro- 
jeftiles were within reach, fhe would 
wield her bunch of keys in her brawny 
arm, and beat the fides and fhoulders of 
her fubalterns black and blue. Every 
defcription of an ill-conditioned woman 
was fummed up with : * in fhort, Ihe is as: 

* bad as Mrs. Trude,] the Count's hcufe- 

• keeper.* One day fhe had adminiflered* 
her office of cdrreftion lb rigorou fly, that 
all the houfehold decamped with one con- 
fent : it was at this conjunfture that the 
gentle Matilda approached to offer her 

fcrvices# 

3 
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fervices. But (he had taktn care to con- 
ceal her elegant Ihape, by faftening a 
large lump on her left Ihoulder, as if fhe 
had been crooked 3 her beautiful auburn 
hair was covered with a large coarfe cap ; 
and fhe had anointed her face and hands, 
in innitation of the gypfies, with juice of 
walnut hulks. Mother Gertrude, who, on 
hearing the bell ring, poked her head out 
at the window, was no fooner aware of 
the Angular figure at the door, than fhe 
exclaimed, in a fhrill tone, * Go, get about 

* your bulinefs, hufTey: there is nothing 

* for great idle girls, like you, here ; fiich 

* fluts fhould be in the houfe of cor- 

* redion !' After this falutation fhe clap- 
ped the window haftily together. Mifs 
Matilda was not to be {o eafily repulfed. 
She rang till the Megara's head was a 
fecond time protruded from the cafement, 
for the purpofe of retorting upon this in- 
Iblence of perfeverance a torrent of abufe. 
But before fhe -could unfold her tooth- 
Icfs jaws, the young lady had declared her 

bufinefs. 
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bufinefs. ^Who art thou?* demanded 
the head from above, ^ Whence doft thou* 

* come ? And what canft thou do ?' The 
fuppofititious gypley anfwered : * I am an 

* orphan, Matilda by name : I'm a flout 

* girl, and nimble, can manage the thim- 

* ble J can fpin, card, and knit, and handle 

* the fpit ; I can ftew, bake, and brew ;. 

* am honeft and true, and here to ferve 
' you.' The houfekeeper, foftened by 
the whimfical recitative of all thefe impor- 
tant qualifications, opened her door to the 
nut-brown virgin, and gave her a IhiUing, 
in cameft, as kitchen-maid* The new 
hireling plied her bufmeis fo diligently,, 
that Mrs.. Gertrude, for want of practice, 
loft her dexterity at hurling fauce-pans at 
a mark. She ftill, however, retained her. 
morofc and querulous humour; and was- 
fure to find fault with every thing.. Never»- 
thelefs her fiibaltern, by avoiding, all con-^^ 
tradi£tion, by gentlenefs. and patience, favcd , 
herfelf many efiufions of black bile. And 
the relaxation in the folds of madame Geri-< 

trude's 
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trude's brow, may ferve, among other 
fafts, to prove how diligent fervants, good 
management, and fine weather, contribute 
to make kind and confiderate matters and 
mLftreffes. 

About the falling of the firft fnow, our 
houlekeeper had the whole manfion fwcpt 
and fcoured, the cobwebs brufhed, the 
windows waflied, the floors fanded, the 
Ihutters opened, and every thing put in 
rcadincfs for the reception of her lord, who 
foon afterwards made his appearance, fol- 
lowed by a peacock train of fervants, a 
troop of horfes, and a loud cry of hounds^ 
The arrival of the Templar raifed little 
curiofity in Matilda; her work in the 
kitchen had grown fo upon her hands, 
that file had not a moment to gape after 
him. One morning, as Ihc was drawing 
water at the well, he accidentally paflcd 
by her, and his appearance kindled fenfa-^ 
tions in her bofom, to which it had hither- 
to been an entire flrangen She beheld a 
young man, whofe beauty exceeded the 
faireft of her* dreams. The fparkling of 

his 
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his eye, the good-humour that lightened 
up his features, his flowing hair, half con- 
cealed by the plumes that over-fhadowed 
his foldier's hat, his firm ftep, and the 
grace of his whole demeanour, a<5ted fa 
powerfully on her heart, that the blood 
moved with incrcafed velocity along her 
veins. She now, for the firft time, felt 
die degraded ftation to which an unto- 
ward fate had reduced her, and this fen- 
timcnt was an heavier load than the large 
pitcher. She returned, deeply mufing, to 
the kitchen, and, for the firft time fince 
fhe had begun to cxercifc her culinary 
fundions, over-falted all the foup, an over- 
fight which drew down upon her a leverc re- 
primand from the houfekeeper. The hand- 
fbme knight hovered before her imagina- 
tion day and night: fhe was continually 
longing to fee himj and whenever (tit 
heard the found of his fpurs, as he croffed 
the court-yard, fhe was fure to difcovcr 
a want of water in the kitchen, and 
ran with the pitcher in her hand to thfi 
well J though the ftately cavalier never 

once 



*..,♦ 



OF THE FOUNTAIN. 235 

once condefcended to beftow a glance 
\ipon her. 

Count Conrad feemed to exift merely 
for the purpofe of pleafure. He attended 
every banquet and rejoicing in the city, 
which, from its commerce with the Vene- 
tians, was become rich and luxurious. 
One day there was a tilting-match at the 
ring : the next a tournament : the third a 
snayor'fl fcaft. Nor was there any fcarcity 
of dances at the town-hall, in the market-* 
place, and in every ftreet. Here the no- 
bkrhen toyed and frolicked with the citi« 
zeas daughters s occafionally prefenting 
them with gokl rings and filken ftufFs. By 
carnivBl-^me this tumult of diflipation 
had arifen to its higheft pitch, but Mifi 
Matilda had po fliare in the fcftivity : Ihe 
fate all day in the fmoky kitchen, and wept 
till her pining eyes became fore, conftantly 
bewailing the caprice of fortune, which 
heaps a profufion o{ the joys of life 
over her fayourites, while from others 
ihe greedily fnatches every inftant of chear- 

fulnefs- 
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fulnefs. Her Jieart was heavy flie knew^ 
not why 5 for Ihe had no fufpicion that 
love had taken up his abode there. This 
feftlefs inmate, who throws every houfe 
where he lodges into confufion, whifpered 
every day a thoufand romantic fchemes 
into her head, and every night bufied her 
fancy with bewitching dreams. She was 
now walking arm in arm with the Tem- 
plar in a delicious garden : now Ihe was 
immured in the fanftuary of the cloiftcr,- 
the Count was Handing at the grate, long- 
ing to converfc with her, but the ftrift 
abbefs would not grant permiflion : fomc- 
times he was leading her out to open af 
feftive dance, Thefe enchanting dreams 
were very often fuddenly cut fhort by 
the jingling of Mother Gertrude's bunch 
of keys, with which it was her cuftom to 
roufe the fleeping houfhold betimes. How- 
ever, the ideas fpun by imagination dur- 
ing the night, ferved to amufc her thoughts 
by day. 

Love 
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Love efchews no dangers; he fur* 
jmounts hills and precipices j hops over 
the profound abyfsi makes his way acro(s 
the Lybian defert; and upon the back of 
the white Bull croffes the foaming ocean. 
The enamoured Matilda formed projeft 
after projeft, till at laft fhe feU upon a 
fcheme to realife the fondeft of her dreams. 
She had ftill her godmother the Naiad's 
mufk-ball fafe: fhe had never felt any 
defire to open it, and make an effay of ios 
power to gratify her willies. She now re- 
Iblvcd to try the experiment. The citi- 
zens of Augfpurg had, about this time, 
prepared a fumptuous banquet, in com^ 
pliment to the Emperor Frederic, on the 
birth of his fon. Prince Maximilian. The 
rejoicings were to continue three days. 
Innumerable prelates and nobles were in- 
vited. Each day there yas a tournament,. 
and a rich prize for the viftor : each even- 
ing the moft beautiful damfels danced 
with the Icnights till break of day. Count 
Conrad did not fail to attend thefe feftivi;- 

tiesi 
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tics ; each time he was the favourite of the 
matrons and virgins. No one, indeed, 
€Ould hope to (hare his lawful love, for 
he was a Templar : neverthelefs he was the 
objefl: of all their good wiflies — ^he was fo 
handfome, and danced fo charmingly. 

Matilda had come to the refolution of 
fallying forth in queft of adventures, on 
this occafiorL After fhe had arranged the 
kitchen, and every thing was quiet in the 
houfe, ftie retired to her bed-chamber, and, 
wafhing away the tawny varnilh with 
fweet-fcented foap, called the lilies and 
rofes of her complexion into new bloom. 
She then took the mufk-ball in her hand, 
and wiflied for a new gown, as rich and 
elegant as fancy could form, with all its 
appurtenances. On fcrewing off the top, 
a piece of filk iflue^ out, expanding itfelfi 
and rwftling all the while, as if a ftream 
of water was gufhing on her lap. On 
examinadon it proved a full drefs, fitted 
up with every little article : the gown 
fitted as exa^ly as if it had been cafl on 

her 
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iier body. While fhe was putting it on, 
flie felt that internal exultation, which girls 
always experience when they adorn them- 
felves for the fake of the other fex, and 
ipread out their dangerous melhes. Her 
vanity was fully gratified^ as fhe took a 
furvey of her drels, and fhe was perfeftly 
content with herfelf. Accordingly fhe did 
not defer a moment longer the execution 
of her ftratagem. She thrice whirled 
round the magic ball, faying, 

> In fleep profound 

Each eye be drown'd. 

Inftantly a deep flumber fell upon the 
whole houlhold, not excepting the vigilant 
houfekeeper and the J^nus at the door. Ma- 
tilda glided in a moment out of the hpufe, 

' paffed unfcen along the ftreets, and ftepped 
into the ball-room with the air of one of 
the Graces. The charming new figure 
raifed. great admiration among the compa- 

♦ ny i and along the lofty gallery, which en- 
circled the ball-room, there arofe a gene- 
ral 
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lal whilper, as when the parifh-clerk in his 
delk has juft pronounced the laft Amen. 
Some admired the elegance of the ftran- 
ger*s pcrfon, others the fafliion of her drefs, 
others enquired who fhe was, and whence 
fhe came i but on thefe points no one could 
fatisfy his neighbour's curiofity. Among 
the noble knights, who crowded to take a 
peep of the unknown damfel, the Templar 
was far from hindmoft. He was nothing 
lefs than a woman-hater ; and, though an 
cxaft connoifleur in the fex, he thought he 
had never beheld a fweeter perfon, nor a 
more happy phyfiognomy. He approach- 
ed, and engaged her to dance. She mo- 
deftly prcfented her hand, and danced with 
enchanting elegance. Her nimble feet 
fcaxce touched the floor, and the eafe and 
gracefulnefs of her movements fet every eye 
in rapture. Count Conrad paid his heart 
for his partner. He no more quitted the 
fair dancer. He faid as many fine things, 
and puihed his fuit with as much ze^ 
and earneflnefs, as the moft enamoured of 

our 
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wir heroes of romance, for whom the 
world becomes too narrow a ftage, the 
moment they are goaded on by malicious. 
Cupid. Matilda was as little miftrels of 
her own heart : (he conquered, and was 
vanquiihed in her turn. Her firft eflay 
in love was crowned with fuccels. equal to 
her fondeft wilhes. It was not in her 
power to keep the fympathy of her feel- 
ings concealed beneath the cloak of female 
refcrve. The enraptured Templar foon per- 
ceived that he was no hopelefs lover j his 
chief anxiety arofe from his entire igno- 
rance of his charming partner; and how 
to profecute his fuit, unlefs he could dif- 
cover where Ihe lived. But on this fub- 
je6t all enquiries were in vairi : Ihe eluded 
every queftion, and after all his efforts he 
could only obtain a promife that ihe would 
make her ajppearance at the next night's 
ball. He thought to outwit her, in cafe 
fhe fliould forfeit her word, by pofting 
all his fervants on the look-out to dog 
her home, for he fuppofed her to be of 
Vou II. M Augfpur^ 
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Auglpurg, while the company, from hk 
unremitting attention, concluded fhe was 
a lady of the Count's acquaintance. 

The dawn had already peeped, be- 
fore fhe could find an opportunity of flip- 
ping away from the knight, and quitting 
the room. But no fooner had fhe paffed 
the door, than fhe turned her mufk-ball 
riirice roundj and repeated the fpell: 

Behind me, night, hefore me, day. 
That none behold my fecret way. 

By thefe means fhe got to hier chamber, i* 
jpite of the Baron's night-birds, who did 
Tiot catch a glimpfc of her, though they were 
hovering in every flrcct. No fooner had fhe 
fhut the ;doQr behind her, than fhe locked 
lupthe filken apparel fafc in her box, putoa 
her greajfy cook's drcfs, and refumed her 
ordinary occupations* Mother Gertrude, 
who had been ratthng up the fefl of .the 
fervants with her bunch of keys, finding 
Matilda flirring fo early, beflowcd an un- 
gracious compliment on her diligence. 

Never 
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Never had any day appeared fo tedious 
to the knight, as that which lucceedcd the 
ball. Every hour feemed a week: his 
heart was in perpetual agitation between 
longing impatience and apprehcnfion, left 
the infcrutable beauty fliould fail in her 
engagement, for Sufpicion, the train-bearer 
of Love, allowed his thoughts as litde re- 
pofe as tfie' ^ind the flag that was flying 
on the tower. At the approach of even* 
ing he equipped himfclf for the ball, with 
greater magnificence than the preceding 
4ay ; the' three golden rings, the ancient 
badge of nobility, allbefet with diamonds, 
iparkled in the front of his cravat. He 
was the firft at the rendezvous of pleafure, 
where, having iftationed himfelf fo as to 
command the entrance, he > fcrutinized 
«v?ry one who came in with the keennefs 
of an eagle, expefting, with all the eager- 
nefs of impatience, the arrival of his dul* 
cinea. The evening ftar was already ad- 
vanced high above the horizon, before the 
young lady could find time to retire to her 
M t chamber^ 
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chamber^ and coofider what fhe fhould do; 
whether Ihe Ihould extort a fecond wifh 
fix>m the mu(k«-ball, or rcfervc it for feme 
more important occurrence of life. The 
^thful counfelbr, Reafbn^ advifed the lat- 
tcr ; but Love enjoined the former with 
fuch impetuofity, that dame Realbn was 
quite (ilenced, and foon withdrew altoge- 
ther. Matilda wifhed for a drefs of rofe- 
coloured fattin, fo fumptuoufly bedecked 
with jcwck, that a princefs royal need not 
be alhamed to wear it. The complai- 
fant mufk-ball exerted its. powers: the 
apparel exceeded the lady's expeftation ; 
Ihe performed, m high Ipirics^ the rites of 
the toilette, apd, by the help of the talif- 
man, arrived at the fpot where fhe was fo 
ardendy expefted, without having been be- 
held by mortal eye. She appeared far 
more charming than before. The Tem- 
plar's heart bounded for joy at the firlt 
glimpfe of her perfon. A power, as ir- 
refiftible as the central attradion of the 
^obe, hurried him towards her through 

the 
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the vortex of dancers j and as he had now 
almoft given up all hopes of feeing her 
^gain, he was unable to ftammer out' the 
eiFufions of his gladnefs. In order to 
gain time to recover himfelf, and to hide 
his confufion, he led her out to dance, 
when every couple immediately made way 
for the charming pair. • The beautiful 
ftranger hand in hand with the noble knight 
floated along, light as the goddefs of iprlng 
upon the pinions of Zephyr. 

At the conclufion of the dance^ Count 
Conrad conducted his weary 4>artner into 
the contiguous apartment, under the pre- 
text of offering her fome rtrfrclhment. 
Here, in the tone of a well-bred courtier, 
he faid a thoufand flattering things, as he 
had done the day before j but the cold 
language of politenels inienfibly kindled 
into the language of the heart, and at laft 
terminated in a declaradon of love, as paf- 
fionate and eameft as that of a fuitor who 
lays ferious fiege to his miftrefs. The 
damfcl hearkened with balhful gladnefs: 
M 3 her 
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i^er beating heart and glowing cheeks be*^ 
frayed her inward emotions i and when 
Ihe was prefled for a verbal declaration^ 
Ihe modeftly faid :. ' I am not difplealed> 

* noble knighty with what you have ex- 

* prefled of aflfeftion both to-day and 

* before : I am unwilling to believe 

* that your purpofe is to deceive me by 

* falfe infmuaticns* But how xan I par- 

* ticipate of the wedded love of a Tcm- 
' plar, who mult have taken the vow of 
' perpetual celibacy? Solve me this pa- 

* radox, of you will find that you might 
^ as well have uttered your fmooth lan- 

* gyage to the winds : therefore explain 

* without difguife how you can con- 
' trive that we may be united according 
f to die rites of holy mother churchy 

* that fo our marriage may abide in the 
^ fight of God and man.' — The knight 
anfwered ferioufly, and without guile: 

* You fpeak as becomes a difcreet and 

* virtuous maiden: I will therefore folve 

* your difficulty without fraud or deceit> 

^ and 



OF THE FOUNTAIN, 247 

and fatisfy your queftion. You muft 
know that at the time of my reception 
into the order my brodier William> di« 
heir of the family, was alive. Since his 
dcceafe I have obtained a difpenfation 
from my vow, as the, laft remaining 
branch of the houfe, and am at liberty 
to quit the profeffion of knighthood 
whenever I plcafc* But never till the 
moment I faw you has love of womaa 
taken pofleillon of my heart : from that 
inftant I felt an entire change within my 
bofom i and I am firmly perfuaded that 
you, and n6 other, are allotted me by 
Heaven as my wedded bxide. If, therefore, 
you do not refufe me your hand, nothing 
from this moment forward but death 
Ihall part us,* * Confider well what you 
propofe,' replied Matilda,. ' left repen- 
tance overtake you<. Thofe who marry 
in hafte> have commonly leifure to re- 
pent* I am an entire ftranger: you 
know nothing of my rank or ftation ; 
whether I am your equal in birth and 
M 4. * dignity. 
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* dignity, or whether a borrowed luftrtf 

* dazzles your eyes. It is unbecoming 

* a man of your rank to promife any thing 

* lightly : but a nobleman's engagements 

* fhould be held inviolable/ Here Count 
Conrad eagerly feized her hand^ prefled it 
clofe to his heart, and in the warmth of his 
afFedion exclaimed, * Yes, I pledge my 
' knightly honour, and engage my foul's 
'^ falvation to boot, were you the meancft 

* man's daughter, and but a pure and un- 
' defiled virgin, I will receive you for my 
' wedded wife, and raife you to high 
' honour/ On this he pulled a diamond 
ring from his finger, and gave it her as the 
pledge of his trurfi j and took in return die 
lii-fl: kifs from her chafte untafted lips, and 
thus proceeded: * That you may en- 
^ tertain no lulpicion of my purpofr, I 

* invite you three days hence to my houfe, 
' where I will appoint my friends, knights, 

* and nobles, and prelates, to be witnefs 01 

* our union/ Matilda refitted this pro- 
pofal with all her might : (he was not latis<- 

fied 
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fied at the galloping rate at which the 
knight's love proceeded j and (he was de- 
termined to prove the conftancy of his af-r 
feftion. He did not ceafe to prefs her to 
confent, but (he faid neither No nor Yes. 
The company did not break up before the 
dawn of day. Matilda vaniflied ; and the 
knight, who had not enjoyed one wink of 
fleep, flimmoned the vigilant houfe-keeper 
betinies, and gave her orders to prepare % 
fumptuous feaft- 

As the dread flceleton figure with t;hc 
Icythe traverfes palaces and cottages, mow-* 
ing down whatever falls in his way— fo 
Mrs. Gertrude, having her inexorable fift 
armed with the flaughcering knife, paced 
through the. poultry-yard and hen-pens» 
<lifpenfing life and death among the do* 
meftic fowls. The unfulpefting tenants 
of the cowt fell by dozens before her 
burnij(hed blade, fiapped their wings in 
agony for the laft time, and hens, doyes^ 
and ftupid capons, yielded up their lives in 
keaps. Mifs Matilda had fo many fowK 
M 5 tm 
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to pluck, draw, and ikewer, that fhe was^ 
obliged to -give up her night's reft: yet 
fhe did not grudge her labour, well know* 
sng that the banquet was all on her accounts 
The hour approached 5 the chearfiil hoft. 
flew to receive every goeft as he arrived^ 
and every time the koocker founded, he 
imagined the beautiful ftranger was at the 
doof ; but when it was <^ned, feme re* 
verend prelate's paunch, matron's gravity, 
or folemn office-bearer's vifage, ftruttecf 
in. Though the guefts were affembledy 
the fewer lingered long before he fcrved 
up the di(hes« Sir- Conrad ftiU waited for 
the charming bride ; but at laft> when (he 
did npt appear, he was reludantiy obliged 
to give the fignal for dinner. When the 
guefts were feated, there appeared one 
cover too much ; but no one could gueis 
who it was that had difhonoured the 
knight's invitation. The founder of the 
feaft loft his chearfolrtefs by perceptible 
gradations, and in fpite of all his exertions* 
it was nQt in his power to enliven^ his 
• guefts 
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gxiefts with the fpirit of mirth. ' The 
leaven of fplcen foon foured the fweet cake 
of fbcial joy, and in the banquetting room 
there prevailed a lilence as dead as at a fu- 
neral feaft. The muficians, who had been 
fummoned for the evening ball, were dif- 
chargcdj and for this time the banquet 
ended without one tuneful found, in the 
houfe that had always before been the man- 
fion of joy* ^ 

The difconcerted guefts ftole away at 
an unufually early hour : the knight longed 
for the folitude of his bed-chamber; he 
was impatient for an opportunity to rumi- 
nate at liberty on the ficklenefs of love. 
While hrs refte<5tions were engaged by this 
melancholy lubgeft, he toffed and tumbled 
to and fro on his bed: with the moft in- 
tenfe exertion of thought, he could npt 
determine what conclufion to draw from 
the abfencc of his miftrels. The blood 
boiled in his veins; and ere he bad cloftfd 
an eye, the fun peeped in through his cur- 
tains. The ferrants found 'their mafter 
M 6 in 
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in a violent paroxyfm of fever, wreftling 
with wild fencies. This difcovery threw 
the whole faniily mto the moft violent con- 
.fternation: the doctors tripped up ft^irs 
and down> exhibited iblenin faces, and wrote 
recipes by the yaid : in the apothecary's 
ihop die mortara all were fet a going, as 
if they had been chiming for morning 
. prayer. But not one of the phyficians fell 
upon the herb Eye-balm, which alone 
^ays long^g in love ^ as to their baliams 
of life, and effence of pearls, the patient 
rejected them all : he would hearken to no 
figii of diet, he conjured the leeches 
not to pidgue him, but to allow the fand 
of his hour^gl fs to run out quietly, with-^ 
out haftening its pace, by fliaking with 
j^ir officious hands* 

For ieven long dayitdid iecret thagrin 
^aw Count Conrad's heart: the rofes 
of his cheeks were all withered; the fire 
of his eyes was extinguifhedi the breath 
. of life was fufjpended between his lips, like 
a thia .morning mift in the yallies, which 

the 
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the (lighteft guft of wind is capable of dif- 
lipating altogether. M ifs Matilda had 
perfe£i: intelligence of every thing that was 
going forward within doors. It was not 
cither from caprice or prudery that Ihc 
had declined the knight's invitation. It 
coft her an hard confli6k between head and 
hearty reafon and inclmationj before flie 
could firmly refolve not to hearken to the 
call of her beloved. But on the one hand fhe 
was defirous to prove the conftancy of her 
fiery fuitor, and (he hefitated on the other 
to extort its laft wifli from the mufk-ball : 
for fhe confidered that a new drefs was*oe- 
ceffary to the bride ; and her godmother 
had charged her not to lavi(h away her 
wiihes thoughtlefsly. Nevertheless, on the 
feaft day fhe felt very heavy at heart, re- 
tired to a corner, and wept bitterly. The 
Count's illnefs, of which fhe eafily divined 
the fecret caufe, gave her flill greater 
concern ; and when fhe heard of his extreme 
danger fhe was utterly inconfolable. 

The- 
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The feventh day,, according to the prog- 
aoftication of the phyfici^s^ was to de- 
termine for life or death. We may eafily^ 
conjefture that Matilda voted in favoiar of 
her beloved : that jfhe might be inftrumen- 
tal to his recovery,, was a very probable 
€onje6hirey only Ihe could not devife any 
method of bringing forward her fervices^ 
However, among the thoui&nd talentS' 
which love imparts or unfolds, that of in- 
vention is included. In the morning Ma- 
tilda waited, as ufual, rrponthe houfekeepery 
to receive her inftruftions refpedting the 
bill of fare. But Mrs. Gertrude was in 
too deep tribulation to be capable of ar-. 
ranging the fimpleft matter, much lefs 
could fhe -regulate the important affair of 
dinner. Big tears, like drops from the 
caves, rolled down her leathern cheeks: 

• Ah ! Maitilda,' fhe fobbed, • we fhall 
^ all be forced to budge : our good mafter 

* will not live out the day.* Thefe were 
forry tidings : the young lady was ready 

^to fmk for forrowj fhe foon, however, re- 
covered 
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covered her ipirits^ and fiiid, * Do notd&- 
^ fpair of our lord's life, he will not die, 
S but recover: this night I have dreamed 

* a good dream-* Mother Gertrude was^ 
a living rq)ofitory of dreams : Ihe hunted 
put every dream ofthq fervants, and when- 
ever (he could feize one, imagined an in- 
terpretation that depended only on herfelf 
to fulfil ; for the moft agreeable dreams 
in her fyftem boded nothing but fquabbles 
and fcolding, • Let me hear thy dream, 

* that I may interpret it,* faid (he. * I 
f thought/ replied Matilda, that I was at 

* home with my mother : the good wo- 
' man took me afide, and taught me how 

* to prepare a broth from nine forts of 

* herbs, which cures all ficknefs if you do 

* but take three tabk-fpoonfuls. Prepare 

* this brolh for thy matter, and he will 

* not die, but get better from the hour he 

* Ihalleat^of it/ Mrs. Gertrude, much 
ftruck at the relation of this dream, refrain- 
ed for the prefent froih all allegorical inter- 
pretations. 
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pretadons. * Thy dream»' flic faid, f is 
« too cxtraordiaaiy to haye come by 

* chance. Go this inftant, and make^ 

* ready thy broth, and I will try if I can- 

* not prevail on our lord to taftc of it/ 
Sir Conrad lay feeble, motionlefs, and im« 
merled in nieditations upon his departure 
hence : he was defirou^ of receiving the 
iacrament of extreme undion. In this 
iituation Mrs. Gertrude entered into his 
chamber, and by the fupplenefs of her. 
tongue foon turned afide his thoughts from 
the contemplation o£ the four lafl things. 
In order to deliver himielf from the tor- 
ture of her well-meant loquacity, he was 
fain to promife whatever Ihe defired. 
Meanwhile Matilda prepared an excellent 
reftorative foup, with all forts of garden 
herbs and cofUy ipices, and when (he had 
difhed it, ihe dropped the diamond rin^ 
given her by the knight as a. pledge of 
ponftancy, into the bafon, and dicn bade 
the fervant carry it up. 

The 



\ 
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The patient fb much dreaded the houfe- 
keeper's boifterous eloquence, which ftill 
echoed in his ears, that he conftrained him- 
felf to fwallow a couple of fpoonfuls. In 
ftirring his mefs to the bottom he felt ^ 
hard body, which could have no bufinefs 
there. He fiflied it out with the fpoon, 
and beheld, to his aftonifhment, his own 
diamond ring. His eye immediately 
beamed life s^nd youthftil fire; the long 
hippocratic face cleared up: to the great 
fatisfadtion of Mother Gertrude, and the 
fervants in waiting, he emptied the whole 
bafon, with viiible figns of a good appetite* 
They all afcribed this happy change to 
the foup, for the, knight had taken care ta 
keep his ring concealed from the by* 
ftanders. He now turned to Mrs. Ger* 
trude, and enquired, * Who prepared this 
* good foup for me, that reftores my 
' ftrength, and calls me back to life?^ 
The motherly dame wifhcd the reviving 
patient to keep himfelf ftiD, and by no 
means to exert hinifelf in ipeaking, fhe 

therefore 
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therefore replied, * Do not gi\re yourJelf 

* any concern, good fir knight, about the 

* perfon who prepared the foup : God be 

* praifed that it has had the good efFcft 

* for which wc all of us prayed !' This 
evafion was not likely to fatisfy the Count: 
he gravely infiftcd on an anfwer to his 
qiieftion ; when the houfekeeper gave him 
lids infbrmatbn: ^ There is a young 

* gyp&y» a fervant, in the kitchtn^ fhe 

* underftands the virtues of every herb 
f and plant, it was fhe who prepared the 
^ ibup tliat has done ygu fo . much good/ 
^ Bring her to me this moment,' refumcd 
the knightj ^ that I may thank and re- 

,t compenfe her for the lift fhe has laved/ 

* Pardon me, I befcech you^ fir,' returned 
Gertrude, * but the very fight of her 
^ would make you ill again. She is as 

* ugly to look upon as a toad ; (he has a 

* great hunch upon her back ; her cloaths 
^ are all black and greafy ; her hands and 

* face' are bedaubed with foot and afhes/ 

* Do. a& 1 order you^' concluded the 

County 
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Count, ' and let me hear no longer de- 

* murs/ Mrs. Gertrude obeyed in filence: 
.ihe funnmoned Matilda quickly from the 
kitchen, and threw over her fhoulders her 
own veil, which fhe wore at mafs, and 
ufliered her, thus caparifoned, into the 
fick chamber. The knight gave orders 
that every one fhould rctire> and Ihut the 
,door clofc* He then addrcffcd the gypfcyjr 

* You muft acknowledge freely, my girl> 

* how you came by the ring I fburid in 
^ the btafoHj in which my break&ft was 

* ierved up.*' * Noble knight,' replied thp 
damfel modeftly, * I received the ring out 

* of your own hands : you prefented it to 

* me the fecond evening we danced toge- 

< ther at the public rejoicings, it was when 

* you vowed eternal love and conftancy 

< to me. — Look now> and fay whether my 

* figure or ftation deferves diat on my ac- 

* count you ihould fink into an early grave* 
^ In companion for the condition to which 

* you were reduced, I could no longer 

* fuifer you to remain in fuch a miftake/ 

' Count 



26o THENYMPH 

Count Conrad^s weak ftomach was not 
prepared for fo ftrong an antidote to love : 
he furveyed her in aftonifhmcnt, and paufed 
a few mojnents. But his imagination foon 
prcfented the idea of his charming partner^ 
with whom he could by no means recon- 
cile the contraft before his eyes. He na- 
turally conceived a fufpicion, that his 
amour had been betrayed^ and his friends 
were pra£l:ifing a pious fraud to extricate 
him. Still, howcver> the genuine ring 
was proof pofitive that the beautiful 
ilranger was fome way or other concerned 
in the plot. He therefore determined to 
crofi-examine and convift her out of her 
own nK)uth : ' If you arc indeed/ faid 
he, * the lovely maiden to whom I devoted 

* my heart, be affured that I am ready 

* to fulfil my engagement 5 but take care 
^ how you atten^t to impofe upon me. 

• • Reaflume but the form under which 

* you appeared two fucceffive nights at 

* the ball-room; make your body taper 

* and ftraight like a young pine 5 ftrip off 

< your 
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* your fcaly fkin^ like the fnake ; and like 

* the camcleon change your colour 5 and 

* the words which I uttered when I de-» 
' livered this ring to you jOhiall be facred 

* and invio.lable. But if you cannot per- 

* form thefe requifitions, I Ihall caufe you 

* to he correftcd for a vile iaipoftor and 

* a thief^ unleis you fatisfy me how you 

* gained pofl&flion of this ring/ — * Alas !' 
laid Matilda fighing, * if it be only the 

* glare of beauty that has dazzled your 

* eyes, woe be to me when time or chance 
' IhaH rob me of thefe tranfient charms ; 

* when age Ihall have fpoiled this flen- 

* dcr fhape, and bowed me down to the 

* ground i when the rofes and lilies Ihall 

* &de, and this fleek (kin become fliri- 

* veiled ! When the borrowed form un- 

* der which I now appear, (hall, as fome 
' time it will, belong to me, what will 

* become of your vows and promifes ?! 
Sir Conrad was ftj^cred at this Ipeech, 
which fecmed much too confiderate for 
a kitchen wench, * Know,' he replied, 

*'that 
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^ that beauty captivates the heart of msm> 

* but virtue alone can retain in the foft 

* bondage of love.' ^Be it fq/ returned " 
die damfel in difguifc ; * I go to fulfil your 

* requifitions : the decifion of my fate Ihail 

* be left to your own heart.* 

The Tennplar fluftuated between hppi 
and the dread of a new deception: he 
called the houfekceper, and gave her 
flrift orders : * Attend this girl to her 
^ chamber, and wait at the door while flic 
^ puts on her clean cloaths. ' Be fbre you 

* do not ftir till fhe comes out/ Mother 
Gertrude took her prifoner under charge, 
without being able to guefs the intentiori 
of her lord's injunftions. As they were 
going up ftairs, fhe enquired, ^ If thou 

* haft any fine cloaths, why didft thou 
^ never fhew them ^to me ? but if thou 

* hafl no change, follow me to my cham- 
^ ber, and I will lend thee what thou 

* needefl/ Hereupon fhe went througH 
the whole inventory of her old-fafhioned 
wardrobe, by the help of which fhe had 

made 
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made conquefts half a century ago- As 
ihe reckoned diem up, article by ardclc^ 
a gleam of recollcftion of paft days 
darted upon her mind. Matilda took 
iitde notice of her catalogue: fhe only 
afked for a bit of foap and an handful of 
bran, took up a wafh-hand bafon, entered 
her attic, and Ihut the door5 while the new- 
appointed duenna watched on the outiide 
with all the pundltiality that had beetf 
recommended to her.-*^The Templar, big 
with exj^t£lation, quitted his bed, put ort 
his moft elegant fuit, and betook himfelf 
to his drawing-room, there to abide the 
fcialiflueof his love adventure. Hisin^a*^ 
tience made the time feem long, and under 
his uncertainty he paced quickly up and 
down die room. — Long looked for comctf 
at laft. Juft* as the finger of the Italiart 
clock on the Augfpurg town-hall pointed 
to eighteen, o^clock, the hour of mid-day, 
the folding doors flew open of a fudden ; 
the train of a filk negligee ruflled along 
the antichamber : Mils Matilcj^, arrayed 

like 
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like a bride, and beautiful as the goddeis 
of love, when flie returns to Paphos from 
the divan of die deities on Mount Olym- 
pus, fteppcd into the drawing-room. Sir 
Conrad exclaimed^ in the tranlport of a 
lover intoxicated with joy, ' Goddefs or 
^ mortal ! whichfoever you may be, behold 

* me proftrate at your fcctj ready to renew 

* the vows I have already made, and to 

* confirm them by the moft folemn oaths, 

* provided you do not difiiain to receive 

* this hand and heart/ The lady modeftly 
raifird the fuppliant knight : ^ Gendy, fir 

* knight, I pray, do not be too ralh with 
' ytur vows^ you behold me here in my 
^ real Ihape, but in aU other refpe<5b I 

* am an utter ftranger to you. Many a 
^ man has been deceived by a fmooth 

* face. You have ftill the ring on your 
« finger.* Sir Conrad inftandy drew it off, 
and it fpatkled on his partner's hand, 
and flie refigned herfelf to the knight. 
' Henceforward,* faid ihe^ * you are the 

* beloved of my heart/ I have no longer 

a ' any 
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* any fecrct for you. I am the daughter 

* of Wackerman Owlfinger, that Itbut 

* and honourable knight, whofc misfbr- 
' tunes, doubtlefs, are well known to you. 

* i cfcaped with dilBculty from the down- 

* fall of my father's houfe ; and under your 

* roof, though' in mean eftate, have I found 
^ {!sSctY and proteftion.* She proceeded 
to relate the whole of her ftory, without 
even fupprcfling the myftery of the mulk- 
ball. Count Conrad, utterly forgetting 
that he had juft been lick to death, in- 
vited, for the following day, all the gueftg 
who had been driven away by his dejeftion, 
before whom he folcmnly efpoufed his 
bride ; and when the fewer had ferved up 
dinner, and counted round, he found that 
there was no cover too much.' The 
knight now relinquiftied the order, and 
celebrated his nuptials with great magni- 
ficence. But amid all thefe important fa- > 
mily tranlaftions, that bufy Martha, Mo- 
dier Gertrude, was totally inadive. The 
day fhe kept watch at Matilda's chamber- 

Vol. IL N door. 
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door, fo great was the cohfternation with 
which Ihe was feizcd, at feeing a lady 
in fumptuous apparel come forth, that 
fhe tumbled backward off her feat, diflo- 
cated her hip-bone, and limped all her- 
life afterwards. 

The new-married couple fpent their 
hohey-modn in Augfpurg, in mutual hap- 
pinefs and innocent enjoyments, like the 
firft human pair in the garden of Eden. 
The youthful bride, penetrated by the ten- 
der paflSon, would often recline on her huf- 
band's bofom, and pour out the artlefs dic- 
tates of her pure affeftion. One day, with 
the moft endearing gracefulnefs, fhe enquir- 
ed, * If you have a latent wifh in your 

* breaft, impart it to me j I will adopt it, 

* and you fliall be inftandy gratified. For 
^ my own part, the poffeffion of you has left 

* me without any thing further to dclirc ; 

* fo I fhall willingly excufe the mufk-ball 
' the wifh which is Itill in refcrve.' Count 
Conrad clafped his af&dtionate bride fond- 
ly in his arms> and firmly protefted that he 

had 
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had nothing further to alk for upon earth, 
except the continuance of their mutual 
felicity. The mulk-ball, therefore, loft all 
its value in the eyes of its fair pofleflbr, 
nor had (he any motive for preferving it, 
except a grateful remembrance of her be- 
nefadtrefs. 

Count Conrad's mother was ftill living/ 
She paffed her widowhood in retirement, 
at the family feat at Swabeck. Her du- 
tiful daughter-in-law had for fome time 
longed, out of pure filial affedion, jO beg 
her bleffing, and thank her for the noble 
fon whom Ihe had borne. But the Couilt 
always found fome pretext for declining 
the vifit: he now propofed, inftcad, a 
fummer excurfion to an eftate that had 
lately fallen to him, and bordered upon 
the grounds bebnging to Wackerman's 
demolilhed fortrefs, Matilda confented 
with great cageraefs. She rejoiced at the 
idea of revifiting the fpot where Ihe had 
fpeht her early youth. She explored the 
ruins of her father's refidences dropped a 
N 2 duteous 
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duteous tear over the afhes of her parents 5 
walked to the Naiad's fountain, and hoped 
her prefence would induce the Nymph to 
manifeft -herfelf. Many a pebble dropped 
into the fpring-head, without the defircd 
efFed. Even the mufk-ball floated on the 
furface like an empty bubble, and Matil- 
da hcrfelf was fain to be at the trouble 
of filhing it out again. No Nickfy role 
to view, although another chriftening was 
at hand ; for the lady was on the poim^of 
beftowing on her Count one of the ble^- 
fings of Wedlock. She brought forth a 
bdy beautiful as Cupid ; and the jo^f 
the parents was fo extravagant, that tney 
had almoft ftifled him with kindnefs. The 
mother would never part with him out of 
her arms. She herfelf watched every 
breath of the little innocent, although the 
Couot had hired a difcreet nurfc to tend 
the infant. But the third night, while all 
within the caftle was buried in profound 
deep, after a day of tumultuous rejoicing, 
and a light (lumber had fallen upon the 

watchful 
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%^atchful mother, on awaking fhe found the 
child vanifhed out of her arms. She called 
out in a voice of furprize and terror, 

* Nurfe! where have you laid my babe ?' 

* Noble lady,' replied nurfe,. the dear infant 

* lies in your arms.* The bed and bed- 
chamber were ftriftly fcarched, but no-^ 
thing could be found, except a few fpots 
of blood upon the floor. The nurfe, on per- 
ceiving this, uttered a loud fcream, ^ God, 

* and all his holy faints, have mercy oii 

* us ! — the Great Griffin has been here, 

* and carried off the child.* The lady in 
tbp draw pined for the lof^ of her child 
tul fhe became pale and emaciated, and the 
father was inconfolable. Though die be- 
lief in the Great Griffin did not wci2:h a 
fingle grain of muftard in his mind, yet, 
as he could not explain the accident in 
any plaufible manner, he allowed the 
nurfe's prattle free rangt*, and applied him- 
felf to comfort his afflifted wife ; and Ihe, 
out of deference to him, who hated all 
f^dnefs, forced a chearfui countenance. 

N 3 Time, 
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Time, the afluager of grief, clofed by 
degrees the wound of the mother's heart, 
and love made up her lofs by a fecond 
fon. Bbundlcfs joy for the new heir 
reigned throughout the palace. The 
Count feafted with all his neighbours for 
a whole day's journey round about : th« 
bowl of congratulation pafTed inceflandy 
from hand to hand ; from the lord and his 
guefts to the pfirter at the door, all drank 
to the health of die young Count. The 
anxious mother would not part with the 
boy ; and Ihc refifted the influence of fleep 
as long as ever her ftrength would ^r- 
niic. When at laft fhe was no longer able 
to refiife the call of nature, (he took the 
golden chain from her neck, flung it round 
the infant's body, and fattened the other 
end on her own arm : flie then croflcd 
herfelf and the child, that the Great Grif- 
fin might have no power to hurt it, and 
foon after was overtaken by an irrefiftible 
flumber. She awoke at the firfl: ray of 
morning, but — horrible to tell ! the fweet 

babe 
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babe had vaniftied out of her arms. In 
lier firft alarm fhe called as before, 
^ Nurfe ! where have you laid my infant ?' 
and nurfe replied, * Noble lady, the babe 

* lies in your arms/ Matilda examined 
the golden chain that was wrapped round 
her arm ; fhe found that one of the links 
had been cut through by a pair of lliarp 
fciflars, and fwoon^fd away at the difcor 
very. The nurfe raifcd an alarm in thc^ 
houfe 5 and Count Conrad, upon * hear* 
ing what had befallen his lady, drew his 
knightly fword in a tranfport of rage and 
indignation, firmly refolved to inflift con- 
dign punifhmcnt on the nurfe. 

^ Wretched woman !* he exclaimed in 
a voice of thunder, ' did I not gjve thee 
' flxidk charge to watch all night, and ne- 
' ver once to turn afide thine eye from the 
^ infant, that when the monfter came to 

* rob the flecping mother, thou mighteft 

* raife the houfe by thy outcries, and fcare 

* the Great Griffin away ? But thou Ihalt 

* now fleep an everlafting flcep/ The 

N 4 woman 
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woman fell down on her knees before him: 

* Yes, xrvy noble lord, I enfreat you, as 

* you hope for nnercy hereafter, to flay 

* me this inftant, that I may carry to the 

* grave the horrid deed mine eyes have 
' feen this night; and which neither re- 

* wards nor violence fhall extort from me/ 
— Tile Count paufed: ' What deed,', he 
afkc^ ^ have thine ejres beheld this night, 

* too horrid for thy tongue to tell ? Bct- 

* ter confefs, as becomes a faithful fervant, 
^ than have thy fecret extorted by the 

* rack/ * Alas !* replied the woman, 
^ what does your ill fortune inftigate you 

' to force from mc ! Better the fatal fe- " 

* cret were buried with mc in the cold 

* p'ound.* The Count, whofe curiofity 
was only railed the more by fuipence, 
took the w6man afide into a private 
apartment, and by threats and promifes 
forced from her ? difcovery, which he 
would fain have been faved the pain of 
making. * Your lady, fince I muft needs 

* difciofe it, is a vile forcerefss but fhe 

* doats 
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* doats without referve upon you, info- 
< much tifat fhe does not (pare even the 

* fruit of her own body to procure the 

* means of preferving your afFeftion, and 

* her own beauty unperifhable. At the 
^ dead of night, when every thing was 
' hulhed in repofe, fhe* feigned her- 

* felf afleep, and I, without well know- 
/ ing why, did the fame. Not long after- 

* wards Ihe called me by my name, but 

* I took no notice, and fet to breathe hard 
;* and fnore. Suppofing me to be faft 

* afleep, fhe raifed herfelf upriglit in her 

* bed, took the infant, and preffing it to 

* her bofom, kifTed it fondly, and lifped 

* thefe words, which I diflinftly over-- 

* heard. Child of bone, be transformed 

* into a charm to fecure me thy father's 
' love. Now, thou little innocent, go to 
^ thy brother, and then I will prepare, 
^ fix)m nine forts of herbs, and thy bones, 

* a potent draught, which will perpetuate 
' my beauty and thy father's fondncfi. 

* —Having faid this, fhe drew a diamond 

N 5 * needle 



874 THE NYMPH 

* needle out of her hair, forced it through 

* the infant's heart, held the poor inno- 

* cent . out to bleed, and when it had 

* ceafed ftruggling laid it upon the bed 

* before her, took out her mufk-baD, and 

* muttered a few words to herfdf. As 

* flie unfcrewed the cover, a magic flame 

* blazed forth, as if from a tun of pitch, 

* and confumed the body in a few mo- 
^ ments. She carefully gathered the aihes 

* and bones into a box, which (he puflied 

* under die bed. She then, as if fudden- 

* ly awaking, cried out in an anxious voice, 

* Nurfe! what have you done with my 

* babe ? and I replied, fhuddering for 

* fear of her forcery. Noble lady, the 

* infant lies in your arms. Thereupon 

* fhe began to Ihew figns of bitter for- 
/ row, and I ran out of the room, under 

* pretence of calling afliftance. Theft 
' are the particulars of the fhocking deed, 

* which you have forced me to difclofe. I 

* am ready to ratify the truth of my 

* words, by carrying a red-hot bar of iron 

' in 
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* in my naked hands dirice up and down 

* the court-yard/ 

Sir Conrad ftood as flill as though he 
had been petrified; and it was a longtime 
before he could utter a word. When he 
had a little collefted himfel^ he faid: 

* What occafion is there for the fiery trial ? 

* the ftamp of trudi is impreflcd on your 

* words : I feel and fiiUy believe that all is 

* as you fay. Keep the horrid fccret clofe 

* pent up in your heart. Intruft it to no 
' mortal, not even to the prieft when you 

* confefs. I will purchafe a dilpenfation 

* from the bilhop of Augipurg, fo that 

* this fin fliall not be imputed to you in 

* this world, nor that which is to come. 

* I will go in to the hyasna with a feigned 
' countenance ; and while I embrace her, 
' and Ipeak comfort to her, be fiire to 

* draw the box with the dead bones, and 

* deliver it fccredy to me.* 

He fl:epped into his wife's chamber 
widi the air of a man firm though deeply 
touched. His lady received him with the 

eye 
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eye where no giiilt was depiftedj though' 
her foul was wounded to death, She did 
not ipeak, but her countenance refembled 
an angel's countenance 5 the firft glance 
extinguilhed her huft)and's rage and mad- 
nefsj for his heart was inflanricd by thefe 
furious paffions, Compaflion foftened the 
Ipirit of vengeance : he clafped the unhappy 
mother to his bofom, and fhe moiftened 
his garment with the tears of her afflidtion. 
He Ipoke kind and confoling words to 
her, but was all the while impatient to quit 
the fcene of abomination. Meantime the 
nurfe had taken care punftually to perform 
what fhe was orderedYefpefting thedelivery 
of the horrid refervoir of bones. It coft his 
heart a hard ftruggle, before he could de- 
terrpine the fate 6{ the fuppofed forcerefe. 
He at length refolved to get rid of her pri- 
vately, and without drawing the notice of 
nankind towards his domeftic grievances. 
He mounted his fteed, and rode away to- 
. wards Augipurg, after he had givea his 
feocfchal thcfc orders : * When the Coun- 
9 * tcfs. 
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' tefs, according to the country's cuftbm> 
^ leaves her channber at the expiradon of 
' nine days, for the purpofe of bathings 

* bolt the door on the outfide, and let the 
^ fires be raifed as high as poffible, that 
' fhe may fink under the vehemence of 

* the heat, and come no more out alive/ 
The fenefchal, who, in common with the 
whole houfehold, adored his kind and ten* 
der lady, heard thefe orders with the ut- 
moft forrow and concern. But neverthe- 
lefs he was afraid to open his lips in oppo* 
fition to the knight, on account of the 
pofitive manner in which he (pake. On 
the ninth day Matilda gave orders for 
heating the bath. Hec hufband, {he 
thought, would not abide long in Augf- 
purg ; and flie wifhed, before his return, 
to eradicate every veftige of her late mif- 
ibrtunes. On entering the bathing-room 
Ihe obferved the air to quiver for mere 
heat, and Ihc made an effort to retreat, 
but a vigorous arm forced her irrefiftibly 
forwards, and fhe inftandy heard fomc 

without 
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Without bolt and bar the door — She cried 
out for help in vain — nobody heard: 
the fuel was now piled up high, and the 
fire raifed till the furnace glowed like a 
potter's furnace. 

It was not difficult to divine the mean- 
ing of all thefe circumftances. The Coun- 
tefs rcfigned herfelf to her fate ; only the 
odious fulpicion> which Ihe apprehended 
had fallen upon her, afflided her foul 
much more than her difgraceful death. 
She took advantage of the laft moments (£ 
recoUe6tion, and drawing a filver pin out 
of her hairj infcribed thefe words upon 
tlie whited wall of the apartment : * Fare 

* thee well, my Conrad ! I die a willing 

* but innocent vidim, in confcquence of 

* thy commands/ She then threw her- 
felf down upon a couch to begin her laft 
agonies. Nature, however, on the ap- 
proach of the evil hour, will make an in- 
voluntary ftruggle againft her diflblution. 
Jn the anguifli occafioned by the fufibcat- 
ing heat^ as the uiiiappy fufierer tofled 

and 
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and tumbled on the couch, the muflk-ball, 
which flie had conftantly carried about her, 
fell upon the ground. She fnatched it ea- 
gerly up, and cried aloud, * O godmother 

* Naiad, if it be in thy power, deliver me 
^ from a dilhonourable death, and vindicate 

* my innocence !* She fere wed off the top> 
and the fame inftant a thick mift arofc 
out of the mufk-baU, and diffufing itfelf 
through the whole aparment, refreflied the 
Countefs, fo that fhe no longer felt anjr 
oppreffion. The watery vapours from the 
grotto in the rock had either abforbed the 
heat, or the kind godmother, in virtue of 
the antipathy of Naiads to the fiery ele- 
ment, had vanquiflied her natural enemy^ 
The cloud collefted itfelf into a vifibb 
form; and Matilda, whofe apprehenfions for 
her life had now vaniflied, beheld, to her 
unfpeakable joy, the Nymph of the Foun- 
tain clafping the new-born infant to her 
bofom, and holding die elder bdy with 
her right hand, 

' Hail, 
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* Hail, my beloved Matilda !' cxckim- 
ed the Naiad: *" happy was it for thee 

* that thou didft not fo heedleftly lavifti 

* the third wijfh of thy mufk-ball as the 

* two former. Behold here the two liv- 

* ing witnefles of thy innocence : they 

* will enable thee to triumph' over the 

* black calumny under which thou hadft 

* nearly funk* The inaulpicious ftar that 

* threatened thy life, now rapidly verges^ 

* to its decline : henceforward the mulk- 

* baU will fulfil no more of thy wifhes ; 

* but nothing further remains for thee 

* todclire; I will unfold die riddle of thy 

* fate : — Know, that die mother of thy 
' hufband is the author, of all thy cala- 
' mity. The marriage of herfon proved a 

* dagger to the heart of that proud wo- 

* man j who imagined he had ftained die 

* honour of his houfe by taking a kicch- 

* en-wench to his bed. She breathed no- 

* thing but curfes and execrations againft 

* him, and would no longjcr acknowledge 

* him for the offspring of her womb. All 

* her thoughts were bent on contrivances 

^ and 
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and plots to deftroy thee, although the vi- 
gilance of thy hufband had hitherto fruf- 
tf ated her malicious deiigns. She, howe- 
ver, atlaft fucceeded to elude his vigilance 
by means of a fawning hypocritical nurfc. 
She induced this woman, by the moft li- 
beral promifes, to take thy firft-bom 
thild out of thy arms, while afleep, and 
caft it, like awhelp, into the water. Fortu- 
nately Ihe chofe my (pring-head* for her 
wicked purppfej and I received the boy in 
my arms, and have ever fince nurfed him 
as his mother. In the fame manner did 
ftie undefigningly commit to my charge 
the fecond fon of my dear Matilda. It 
was this vile deceitful nurfe who became 
thy accufer. She perfuaded the Count 
that thou art a forcercfs, that a magic 
flame had ifliied from the mulk-ball— 
thou ftiouldft have kept thy fecret bet- 
ter — in which thou hadft confumed thy 
^ children, in order to prepare a love po- 
' tion from their remains. She delivered 
^ into his hands a box full of the bones 

' of 
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* of doves and fowk, which he took for 
*.the remains of his children, and in con* 

* fequence of diis miftake gave orders to 

* ftifle thee in the bath. Spurred on hy- 

* penitence, and an eager defire to coun- 

* termand this cruel fentence, though he 

* ftill holds thee guilty, he is now pn his 

* return from Auglpurg : and in one fliort 

* hour thou wilt recline, with thy honour 

* vindicated, on his bofom/ The Nymph 
having uttered thefe words ftooped tp ki(s 
the Countefs's forehead. She then, with- 
out waiting for any* reply, involved herfelf 
in her veil of mift, and was no more 
feen. 

Meanwhile the Count's fervants were 
exerting their utmoft efforts to revive the 
cxtinguilhed fire. They thought thpy could 
hear the found of human voices within, 
whence they concluded that the Counteis- 
was ftill alive. But all their ftirring.and 
blowing w^ inefFcdual. The wood would- 
no more take fire than if they had put on 
a charge of fiipw-balls. Not Ipi^g after— 
* wards 



OF THE FOUNTAIN. 285 

-wards Count Gonrad rode up full fpeed, 
and eagerly enquired how it fared with his 
lady. The fervants • informed him that 
they had heated the room right hot, but 
that the fire went fuddenly out, and they 
fuppofed the Countefe was yet alive. This 
intelligence rejoiced his heart. He dif- 
mounted, knocked at the door, and called 
out through the key-hole, 'Art tnou 
^live, Matilda?' And the Countefs^ 
.hearing her huftand's voice, refJied, 

* Yes, my dear lord, I am alive, and my 

* children are alfo alive.* Overjoyed at 
this anfwer, the impatient Count bade his 
fervants break open the door, the key not 
being at hand ; he rulhed into the bathing- 
room, fell down at the feet of his injured 
lady, bedewed her unpolluted hands with 
tears of repentance, led her and the charm- 
ing pledges of her innocence and love out 
of the dreary place of execution to her 
own apartment, and heard from her own 
mouth the true account of thefe tranfac- 
dons. Enraged at the foul calumny, and 

fhameful 
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(hameful facrifice of his infants^ he iflued 
orders to apprehend and fhut up die 
treacherous nurfe in die bath. The fire 
now burned kindly^ the chimney roared, 
die flames played aloft in the air, and foou, 
ftewed out the diabolical woman's black 
IbuL 
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